FIRST PHOTOS! BRAC’S NEW DESTROYER WRECK p46 


So ae ee 


a 


ACIFIG, BAF 
NIQUES, ALLIGATOR ENCOUNTER 


| a 5.0 Ki A EDI 3 - D | ROUND-UP. SCUBA BREATH 


09281 02904'"'s 








Equalizer VIEW 3 


What you have 
here are masks with a 


purge and the 
accessibili- 
ty to 
equal- 

ize, a 
much- 


needed combina- 
tion you will not 
find on common purge 





Easy to Clear 







decades and, by giving you 
the advantage of hands-free 


got so many standard fea- 
tures, and so many styles 
and colors, how can you 
afford not to get 
into this 


clearing, will be your great- 
est diving assset for 
years to 


come. Yes, fabulous, 













masks in one. 





Purge and Equalize 


on one of these very fine 


purge 








weve built indis- i, 
these pens- eer 
ee masks extra able Equalizer 24 masks. 
Equalizer PROVISION — sturdy, and view- See which fits you best. And 
they come equipped ing dive with ease. 
masks. with the convenient ' piece. 
Equalizer Z2 
The truth Q-Strap that allows easy Go into 
is, Our mask fit. It’s another stan- your nearest Ocean 
patented dard feature youll Master scuba 
system has find on our equipment 
been longed masks. retail- 
for by the In er, 
diving com- fact, » and 
munity for = weve ee ‘™ try Equalizer ONE 
Dry Sn 000 


1928 Tyler Avenue, Suite H, El Monte, CA 91733 (800)841-7007 email om@ocean master.com 


For more information RSVP #74 


www.oceanmaster.com 





Lagny, 


ie 


ia 


“fi 
hh 


Hh 


ody Glove and the Hand Design are registered trademarks of DiveN: Sidi, Inve. 


(Ch avexod © idavey nKete () M1dg PE AWANA W201 °XOXeh F-AKONZG 
For more information RSVP #5 : 





hm] OL @) of ae DS RY) & 


CONTENTS 


Features 


—. 


ON A SINGLE BREATH 


In a two-part series, editor Pierce Hoover takes an 
up-close look at the resurgent sport of free diving. 
Along the way you'll meet practitioners from 
every facet of the game — blue-water hunters, 
commercial fishermen, cutting-edge record setters 
— and learn about the techniques and dangers of 
breath-hold diving. 
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duce to keep the gene pool 


cooking. Doug Perrine’s 
photo essay provides you 
with a stunning look at how 
different species along the 
food chain handle their gen- 
erational duties. 


FIRST ON 
THE BeACE 


From Normandy to Japan, they were first on 
the beach — sans fins, mask or wetsuits. A 
look at the hardmen — and fathers — of 
underwater combat. By Gary P. Joyce 


A COLD WARRIOR 
GOES DOWN IN A 
WARM SEA 

She was a relic of the Cold War, but, renamed 
the Tibbetts and sunk off Cayman Brac, she'll 


start life anew as an underwater ecosystem. 
Jesse Cancelmo takes a first look. 46 
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Editorial 


Guess what? The Astral Warriors are 
getting certified! 


NEW-AGE SCUBA 


ot so long ago, I ran into a long- 
| \ | forgotten college buddy, whom I 
remembered as a ruthless, type- 
A stock broker best kept far away 
from your wallet and your wife. 

In the past 15 years, he’s lost a bit of 
hair, gained a few pounds and is no longer 
chasing the Dow Jones or the secretaries. 
Instead, he works with an outreach shelter, 
he told me, and is devoting a lot of time to 
his family. 

Wow! It was a complete 180-degree 
personality shift. 

“I owe it all to The Warriors,” he told 
me. “With their guidance, I have liberated 
myself from the fears and limitations of the 
lower self ... you really should come with 
me next week.” 

OK, so I'm open to whatever, and 
curiosity has led me to witness a Sundance 
ceremony, sneak into a voodoo ritual and 
— once — even join an Amway rally. What 
time on Tuesday? 

On Tuesday evening, I removed my 
shoes to join the Astral Warriors of Peace 
for an exploration to the Nth dimension. To 
facilitate astral projection, we formed a cir- 
cle and held hands, chanting rhythmic 
mantras to help liberate our collective con- 
sciousness from the bonds of time, self and 
limited spatial realities. 

Later, when the candles were snuffed 
and lights came up, we were asked to share 
our personal experiences. 

“IT traveled to the Vortex, and was 
asked to heal the earth through prayer,” the 
first Warrior told us. “I entered a place 
beyond time and space,” the second added. 
“No, I’m not saying it right. There was no 
self, and no place.” 

And then it was my turn to share — 
and to wing it. 

“This memory comes from a time 
when cold descended on the world [last 
winter]. I escape the cold by rising into the 
sky, and finally alighting on a Magical 
Realm. From there, I board a white vessel 
to glide across a liquid medium clear as 
glass, guided by a knowledgeable other 
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who brings pilgrims to this site every day. 

“I don the garb of the blue warrior, 
stand and take a leap of faith into the liq- 
uid void [holding firmly on to my mask]. At 
first, I sink, then I adjust, and find myself 
floating effortlessly. I am suspended 
between earth and sky in a silent kingdom 
filled with blue light. The only sound is that 
of my own breathing. 

“T glide over ancient Ponca. 
unknown to man until pilgrims such as 
myself came to this blue kingdom. My guide 
beckons me forward, and we are sur- 
rounded by golden denizens of the realm 
[darn yellowtail snappers], who swoop and 
flutter in our midst. 

“All too soon, my guide motions that it 
is time to leave. We ascend into the light, 
and are conveyed to a place of warmth, 
mirth and sustenance.” 

I have the group’s undivided attention. 
“What do you call this place of warmth, 
mirth and sustenance”? they ask me. 

“Well, maybe sustenance is a bit of a 
stretch if you order the nachos, but the 
place is known as Carlos N’ Charlie’s.” 

“And this Magical Realm? What is it 
called, and can we return there with you”? 

“It is known as Cozumel,” I reply, “and 
to travel to this Great Blue Nirvana, you will 
need a C-card and a plane ticket. [The group 
can cover mine].” 

Guess what? The Astral Warriors are 
getting certified, then it’s off to Cozumel. 

So be warned, if you find yourself in 
that place of mirth and sustenance, and are 
suddenly carried into the Nth dimension 
along with the Astral Warriors, don’t blame 
the margaritas. Instead, give yourself credit 
for discovering the secret of the Blue Nir- 
vana without the aid of meditation, crystal 
power or higher consciousness. 

You’re so enlightened, all it took was 
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Sport Diver 


DIVE BRIEFS 


PET CLAMS, REALLY. 


aquariums, this is going 

to sound really goofy. On 
the other hand, if you do 
have a marine aquarium, 
you're going to think this is 
really neat. 

See, there’s this guy and 
his wife on this little island 
called Wau (and _ pro- 
nounced, of course, wow) in 
the middle of Mili Atoll in the 
middle of the Marshall 


[= not into saltwater 





Islands, in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean ... and they’re 
running a giant clam farm. 
No the farm isn’t very 
big at all; a few concrete 
tanks, some hoses and water 
pump and that’s about it. 
What’s giant are the 
clams; 7ridactna maxima, to 
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those of you who are marine 
biologists or elderly 
Catholics. Those big guys 
you saw at those “B” South 
Seas movies when you were 
a kid, that were always 
clamping down on some fool 
swimmer’s foot. 

These are the same ones 
the Chinese have hunted 
nearly to extinction all over 
the Pacific for their aphro- 
disiac qualities and probably 


what’s responsible for China’s 
overpopulation problem. 

A few years ago, some 
smart people in places like 
Papua New Guinea and 
Palau figured that with more 
and more Chinese and fewer 
and fewer Tridactnas, there 
must be a buck to made 


somehow, so they started 
giant clam farms. To grow 
them as food ... or sexual 
aids ... or whatever. 

Giant clams have a lot of 
advantages over raising other 
forms of livestock. For 
instance, you never have to 
worry about a herd of clams 
stampeding and knocking 
down the ranch house. Best 
of all, though, is you don’t 
have to feed them anything. 


“It , . J 
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They have this algae that 
lives on them, and all the 
algae needs to make it as 
happy (as, well, a clam) is 
sunlight. The algae emits this 
protein stuff and that’s all 77i- 
dactna ever needs; algae 
poop. Clam chow. 

And that’s how the giant 


clam farm in Mili started out. 

Seems that about a year 
or so ago the folks at Robert 
Reimers Enterprises had a 
thought. How can we make 
even more money at this? 
How can we make it faster? 

Robert Reimers is an old 
German trader who owns 
everything in the Marshall 
Islands from the Toyota deal- 
ership to the Ace Hardware 
franchise to Wau Island. And 
Reimers didn’t get that way 
without a good nose for profit. 

So, they thought, what if 
we could sell, say, 4-inch 
long giant clams that only 
take a few months to grow 
instead of the 4-foot long 
giant clams we've been wait- 
ing years for? 

Who would buy them? 

Americans. They’ll buy 
anything. 

But what would they 
use them for? Pets. Wouldn't 
be the strangest thing they 
ever took home. 

(If you’re not a saltwater 
aquarium owner, you'll just 
have to-trustime’ oni this. 
Before I took the pledge, I 
kept marine tanks for 15 
years and the more exotic 
and more expensive the crit- 
ter was, the more I wanted it. 
I gave it up only because they 
wouldn't let me set up my 
tank at the homeless shelter. 
And I would have sold my 
soul for a giant clam.) 

At just about this time, 
along comes Bill Bridgeland 
and his wife Susan Tuller. 
And Bill has in his hand a 
brand-new — he hadn’t even 
time to frame it — master’s 
degree in aquaculture from 
Auburn University. 

Now to most young 
couples, living alone on a 5- 
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Does your teen want to get into diving? How’s a three-week 
camp learning to dive in, say, Ra’s Mohammed in the Red Sea? 
What's that? You want to go there? Well, give the kid a break 
and contact Broadreach, a summer adventure program offering 
a variety of programs in a variety of areas that will turn your 
teen onto the total marine environment. From a one-month voy- 
age through the Lesser Antillies to a 20-day marine biology pro- 
gram in the Turks and Caicos to the Red Sea, they have a pro- 
gram worth looking into. Ages 13 to 19. Call them at 919-833- 


1907 for a brochure. 


acre island that looks like a 
gnat dropping on the biggest 
map you can find wouldn’t 
be too appealing. 

But Bill and Sue, they’d 
both been Peace Corps work- 
ers on Yap, which is kind of, 
sort of, over there by Guam 
someplace. I’ve been to Yap. 
A plane I was on to some- 
where else stopped there. 
Nothing I saw out the win- 
dow made me even curious 
enough to want to get off and 
stroll around the tarmac. 

Wau, to some folks, is 
wow. The supply boat shows 
up once a month and that’s 
all the civilization some peo- 
ple seem to need. But appar- 
ently it’s a great place to grow 
clams. Oh well. 

So, Bill, how do you 
grow giant clams? 

“Well, for pet clams, you 
want them with bright blue 
mantles — the skin around 
the edges. Tridactna max- 
ima mantles come in two col- 
ors, brown or blue. And 
brown is boring in a fish tank, 
so we go for blue. 

“Giant clams are her- 
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maphrodites, which means 
the same clam is both a boy 
and a girl. 

“To start the ball rolling 
you get yourself a blue clam 
and shoot it with some hor- 
mones so its female side starts 
putting out eggs and then you 
scoop ‘em up. Then you get 
another blue clam and shoot 
it with another hormone and 
you scoop up the sperm. 


This photograph of a diver 
and a puffer fish was taken off 
Cayman Brac in the BWI by 
Patrick J. Kelly of Orland Park, 
Illinois. Patrick was shooting a 
Nikonos V with a 20-mm lens 


orate MUK<=to Mola M | <= 1c Rol OMS (ce) ols) 


on half-power to light the 


scene. The photo was shot at 
f11 at 1/90 on Fuji Sensia 
100 slide film. He titled the 
shot Blue Eyes. 


“Then you put them 
together and mix in a little 
algae and you'd think you’d 
be up to your armpits in clam 
larvae, but only 30 percent 
survive the first three days 
and only 15 percent of those 
make it to three months ... 
and only 60 percent of those 
are blue. But they were free 
in the first place. We just 
grabbed Mom and Dad out 
of the lagoon and put them 
in the breeding stock tank. 

“Then you set the little 
clamlets (we're talking micro- 
scopic here) out in the sun- 
light in those concrete tanks 
and let photosynthesis and 
symbiosis take over.” 

When they get big 
enough, Robert Reimers 
Enterprises sells them for 
about $6 a piece, which will 
be $35 to $55 by the time 
they get to your local shop. 

Let’s do a little clam math. 
At $6 apiece with orders in 
hand for 10,000 clams a 
month, that’s $60,000 a month. 
And that’s $720,000 a year. 

And you thought this 
was just a funny little story 
about a funny little business 
that no one could possibly 
take seriously, didn’t you? — 
Anthony Sommer 

Next time you’re in the 
Marshall Islands, wander on 
over to Wau and watch the 
clams (and cash) grow. — 
Anthony Sommer 


BRADLEY SHEARD 
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ecently the German 

government has voiced 

outrage over divers 
who have disturbed the 
remains of German sailors 
interred aboard the sunken 
U-boats 85 and 853 off 
Rhode Island and South Car- 
olina. Apparently divers 
have been seen airlifting 
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debris from the subs’ interi- 
ors in a search for souvenirs. 
The German government 
considers the subs “sub- 
merged war memorials” 
subject to U.S. desecration 
laws, and the U.S. supports 
the German claim. If the 
practice doesn’t cease the 
Germans may petition to 
prohibit all diving on the 
subs. If we don’t police our- 
selves the feds will be glad to 
help. — Chrisopher C. Hugo 
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f you're serious about diving, you need 
serious sunglasses. 


H20ptix Sunglasses are designed specifically 

for intense watersports. Polycarbonate lenses 
provide water sheeting action with virtually 100° 
UV protection. Maximum polarization eliminates 
the intense glare of sun on water, to help you see 
below the water’s surface. And they’re so 
lightweight (less than an ounce), you may forget 
you're wearing them. It’s high pertormance gear 
for your face. 


For information call: 1-800-426-7849 
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Get serious. Get the H2Optix Marine Vision System. 


EXPEDITIONING 


In our November/December issue 
we featured a piece on what’s really 
involved in becoming a marine biologist 
by Shane Paterson. Shane will be lead- 
ing an Earthwatch expedition to New 
Guinea this summer to study the social 
behavior of barracuda in the area. Four 
nine-person teams will be involved in 
the 2-1/2 month study, and there will be 
opportunities for some rather interest- 
ing extracurricular diving as well. For 
more information contact Earthwatch at 
800-776-0188; Web: http://www.earth- 
watch.org. 


FIRST SEAL 


While researching the Underwater 
Demolition Team article that appears 
on page 40 this month, I happened to 
get a chance to speak with Roy Boehm, 
the man who was responsible for form- 
ing the Navy’s Sea Air Land (SEALs) 
unit. Roy formed the first SEAL team 
from members of his own UDT Team 
21 back in 1963, and is quite a colorful 
character. Beyond being colorful, he 
has some extraordinary tales to tell, 
many of which no one has heard 
before. His book, First Seal, is due out 
in June from Simon and Schuster, and 
I guarantee it'll raise eyebrows. If you’re 
at all interested in military special ops, 
diving, history, spies, etc., pick it up 
when you see it. 


TREASURE HUNTING 


J.W. Fisher, the manufacturer of 
underwater metal detetcors, marine 
magnetometers, underwater camera sys- 
tems, ROVs and side-scan sonar, has just 
launched a new Web site. You can 
obtain general information on its full 
line of products at http://www.trea- 
surenet.com/treasure/jwfishers/. The e- 
mail address is JWFishers@ aol.com. 


MENSA DIVERS? 


Okay, when I saw this one — Den- 
nis Graver’s 100 Best Scuba Quizzes — 
I figured, you gotta be kiddin’! Well, he 
wasn’t and since I blew most of the 
questions I tried, I decided that perhaps 
I'd better actually go through the book 
and, er, learn something. The tests cover 
literally every aspect of diving, and the 
book is a great check-your-skills tool. 
Northern divers who are champing at 
the bit to get back under their home 
waters and who are suffering from a bit 
of cabin fever by now will especially 
appreciate it. From Aqua Quest Publi- 
cations, 800-933-8989 or 516-759-0476. 
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The first World Open Underwater 
Photographic Competition will be 
held in the Turks and Caicos Islands 
this May. The event will last until Sep- 
tember. The competition is open to 
amateur and professional photogra- 
phers (they won’t compete together) 
and will offer some $10,000 in cash 
awards and up to $50,000 in addi- 
tional prizes. The top eight photos 
will be made into a commemorative 
set of Turks & Caicos stamps, and the 
following 12 will be publsihed as a 
commemorative calendar. For more 
information, contact Ralph Higgs at 
the Turks & Caicos Tourist Board at 
800-241-0824; e-mail: under- 
cphoto @terraport.net. 


DO A GOOD DEED, 
DIVE THE CAYMANS 


This from the pages of The Caymanian 
Compass. Seems Dan Santos, a volun- 
teer fireman was driving over the Hud- 
son River’s Tappan Zee Bridge, north of 
New York City, when he saw a woman 
jump from the 135-foot span. Santos fol- 
lowed the woman, hitting the water at 
somewhere around 63 mph, knocked 
himself out briefly, badly bruised his 
right side and partially collapsed a lung. 
Then he saved the woman! The story 
was picked up by CNN and other 
national media, and Ron Kipp of Bob 
Soto’s Diving on Grand Cayman saw it 
over breakfast, got hold of Santos and, 
along with several other Cayman busi- 
nesses and Northwest Airlines, got San- 
tos and two friends to the islands for 
nine days. Santos got to try a slightly 
milder form of “diving” while on GC ... 
he took a resort course and visited 
Stingray City. No word yet if our kind of 
“diving” interests him. 


SMALL ENOUGH TO 
FIT ON HIS 150-FOOT 
YACHT 
Got $600,000 laying around doing noth- 
ing? Want to check out, say, the 
Edmund Fitzgerald, the Lusitania or the 
Andrea Doria and don’t want to get wet? 
Then get hold of Pete Hoffman in Pom- 
pano Beach, Florida. Seems Pete has 
built his first commercial minisub for a 
gent who wants to go exploring and div- 
ing around the world but needed a sub 
to fit on his 150-foot boat. Hoffman’s 
sub seats five, has a robotic arm, was 
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tested to American Bureau of Shipping 
standards, carries a 72-hour oxygen 
reserve and is certified to 1,000 feet. Our 
thanks to Soundings for informing us of 
this one! 


HISTORICAL DIVER 


If you’ve an interest in the historical 
aspect of our sport, you’ll want to hook 
up with the Historical Diving Society 
USA. No special reason for joining other 
than it’s really fun to know where all this 


started. And surprising when you find 
out how far back it actually did. They 
can be contacted at Historical Diving 
Society, c/o 2022 Cliff Drive, #119, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93109; 805-962-3810. Indi- 
vidual membership is $30. 


HMMM 


University of Florida biologist and 
shark expert George Burgess noted — 
in a press release dated November 13, 
1996 — that the cooler temperatures of 
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winter that bring terrestrial snowbirds 
to the Sunshine State might also 
encourage white sharks to make the 
trip too. Well, seems like Burgess’ crys- 
tal ball was working overtime. A mon- 
ster white was caught inside the inner 
reef at John Pennekamp Park in Key 
Largo in January ... something locals 
say they can’t recall happening before. 
Nice call, George. Now would you 
mind rethinking things and telling us 
what you think the stock market’s 
gonna do in, say, March? 


GOOD BOOKS 


This is a neat one for the kids that’s part 
story, part instructional, and it isn’t a 
video. The book is called Dreams of Dol- 
phins Dancing and it is written and illus- 
trated by Joan Bourque. Based on a true 
encounter with a lone dolphin off the 
Lighthouse Reef Resort in Belize, it fol- 
lows a young girl who befriends a dol- 
phin and goes off in search of other dol- 
phins. Nice watercolors illustrate the 
book and a workbook comes with it that 
directly applies to the conservation prin- 
ciples encountered in the book. A dol- 
lar from each book goes to one of three 
marine conservation organizations 


TROPICAL PHOTO OP 
... IN CHICAGO 





(coupon included). For children ages 7- 
10, from Curtis Books, 520-634-6606. 
$15.95. 

North Atlantic divers — or those 
who’ve moved away and miss it — 


IT’S TOUGH GETTING YOUR WHOLE 
FAMILY TO AGREE ON ANYTHING... 


Dad wanted to watch football, Mom wanted to pe to the mall and the kids wanted to 
Ww 


surf the net. Mom wanted to go to Cayman, Da 
to agree on anything, except that Orca makes dive computers that, 


ta famil 


anted to go to Bonaire. It’s hard to 


ess of your diving experience, are easy to use and enjoy. Mom and Dad like the 


[3 years old and just certified) 
— ORCAS MARAT 
enough homework as if is, and 
didn’t want to spend her vacation 
reading a manual 
written for some 
rocket scientist. 


| 
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Mom (5-years diving experience, started with 
son) likes the big easy-to-read numbers and the 
simplicity of 0 


Teenage son (5 Pgh diving experience) likes to spend 
time on his P€ dows 

+ stores. His friends 

think that’s the coolest. It’s water 

activated so he doesn’t 

forget to turn if on. 


ing all the great information that 


Dad (20 years divittt ®xe@me oflikes 
*07 LA). Enjoys ease of use and flexibility in 
adjusting computer for diving nitrox or air. 


... EXCEPT ORCA’S FAMILY OF DIVE COMPUTERS 





_ PHOENIX® © PILOT® © PILOT AUDIO® © PILOT® EAN * MARATHON? — 


For more information RSVP #260 


12 SPORT DIVER 


e know the time is tight 
and this might fill up fast, 
but it’s such a great idea 


we had to let you know. Want to 
learn — or refine — your underwa- 
ter photo technique on a coral reef? 
Without leaving Chi-Town? The John 
G. Shedd Aquarium (1200 South 
Lake Shore Drive, 312-939-2426, ext. 
3394), will be offering classroom and 
pool sessions with underwater pho- 
togs Gary Chesnut and Greg Kent on 
March 1 and 2. The following week- 
end you'll get a chance to practice 
what you’ve learned by diving the 
aquarium’s 90,000-gallon coral reef 
tank. Neat. To resister, call’ the 
aquarium or contact Greg Kent at 
815-233-0381. 


won't want to miss Jonathan Bird’s 
Beneath the North Atlantic. Nice, nearly- 
coffee-table-size book that really made 
me homesick for those good ol’ cold 
northern waters. Great photography and 
plenty of interesting little facts about my 
once-home waters. Bird is president of 
the Oceanic Research Group, a non- 
profit environmental organization, and 
has contibuted to Sport Diver on several 
ocassions. It’s $39.95 from Tide-Mark 
Press; 800-338-2508. 

Last but certainly not least is 
Spearfishing and Underwater Hunting 
Handbook, by B. Allen Patrick. As SD 
editor Pierce Hoover puts it: “I knew 
most of the stuff in it, but it took me five 
years to learn it the hard way.” If you’re 
interested in spearfishing at any level, 
push your learning curve and get a copy 
from Active Adventure Publishing; 813- 
827-0349. It’s $17.95. 


FAUX PAS 


The pictures of the polar bear, the bel- 
ugas and whale that appeared in the 
“Trolling for Whales at the Arctic Circle” 
article that ran in the January/February 
issue was taken by Mike Macri of Sea 
North Tours (204-675-2195). 

Also in our January/February issue 
we omitted the fact that SeaClusive Char- 
ters’ Playmate has been running private, 
customized live-aboard charters to the 
Dry Tortugas for the past seven years. 
They can be reached at 305-872-3940; 
fax: 305-872-0111. We apologize for the 
omissions. — Gary P. Joyce nw 
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This sleek innovative style, combines 
the best features of DUI’s 
TLS350 and CF200 suits. 
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color overlay 
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Wreck Facts 


German subs, the Bluenose and trying to 


Sind Avengers 


Story by 
Ellsworth Boyd 


RESEARCH IS 
A BIG PART 
OF FINDING 
A WRECK. BE 
PREPARED 
TO DIG IN 
LIBRARIES, 
MARINE 
MUSEUMS, 
NEWSPAPER 
ARCHIVES 
AND MORE 
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A BOAT BEGETS A BRE 


eo Abernathy of the Maryland Hydro- 
nauts and Atlantis Rangers, along 
with Evie Dudas of Keystone Divers 
=. Of West: Chester, Pertmsylvania, are 
singing the praise of the USS Schurz, a WWI German 
cruiser sunk off North Carolina. Confiscated from Ger- 
many, the 295-foot Schurz collided in 1918 with the 
tanker Florida and sank in 110 feet of water about 10 
miles off Cape Lookout. Thousands of rounds of 
ammunition still lie on the 
bottom in the magazine 
area, while other parts of 
the wreck afford nooks 
and crannies for a vast 
variety of fish. Judy Gal- 
lagher, Kathy Erno, Lee 
Whaler and Dave Bluet, 
also with the groups, went 
on to visit the Atlas, a 90- 
to 130-foot-deep U-boat 
victim and the 90-foot- 
deep Caribsea, both tor- 
pedoed about the same 
time in 1942. 

Keystoners Noreen 
Brown, Jim Lanbreth, 
Robert Falarra, Howard 
Mark and Suzie Dudas 
checked out the tanker 
Papoose, a U-124 victim, 
lying upside down in 120 
feet of water. They also 
managed dives on the 
Tamaulipas and Aeolis during their three-day wreck- 
diving adventure that afforded close to 100-foot vis- 
ibility on several occasions. Evie Dudas says lob- 
stering is still good on North Carolina wrecks, under- 
water photography opportunities are often excel- 
lent, and scootering around wrecks is becoming 
popular. If you’re planning dives in the Tarheel State, 
now is the time to book. 

Monte Wilson, stationed with our military forces 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, says he dove on a 140-foot 
sailboat, the Bluenose, wrecked in shallow water off 
the island. He wants more information on it. 

Few wrecks are as fascinating as the Bluenose, 
a Canadian deep-sea fishing schooner built in 1921. 
Known as the ship that was saved by a postage 
stamp, it also helped name a Canadian beer. Cap- 


acme?” 
Sieve i 


The original Blue 


nose (above) went down off Port-au-Prince in 1946. The Bluenose Il, a 
replica of the schooner, sails as a goodwill ambassador of Nova Scotia today. 


tained by Angus Walters, the two-masted vessel 
came off a successful fishing season in the same year 
she was built to win an international sailing race for 
Nova Scotia. 

Bluenose continued to race throughout the world 
for the next 10 years. Proceeds from a government- 
issued 50-cent commemorative stamp depicting the 
schooner under full sail helped save it from retirement. 
The captain and crew won their last international race 
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in 1938, when the fishing schooners were being 
replaced by large diesel trawlers. Bluenose retired from 
competition in 1939, but went on to entertain tourists 
— one of whom was Allen Ward of Ontario — on all- 
day excursions out of Halifax. 

Idle at the docks for two years — 1941 and 1942 
— she was sold to a Caribbean freight company and 
island-hopped for four years. In 1946, the still-majes- 
tic-looking ship struck a coral reef off Haiti and sank. 
The Bluenose was gone, but her memory lingered, 
especially in the heart of Allen Ward. 

In 1954, a Canadian brewery commissioned the 
advertising agency where Ward worked to design a 
label for their lager beer. He toyed with a lot of 
names, but couldn’t find anything catchy. Ward was 
ready to chuck the project when he spotted the 50- 
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cent Bluenose stamp while sorting 
through a box of junk. The picture set off 
memories of his grandfather talking 
about drinking “schooners” of beer in the 
good old days, and thus Schooner Beer 
was born. 

Captain Walters died in 1968 at age 
87, but lived long enough to sail aboard 
Bluenose I, a recreation of the Bluenose 
that has gone on to become a goodwill 
ambassador for Nova Scotia. 

Darren McPhail says he explored the 
remains of the Charles S. Price sunk in 
Lake Huron, and now he’s researching 
shipwrecks in Lake Erie. He’s especially 
interested in a whale-back freighter sunk 
in the vicinity of the Peel Passage. 

It’s difficult to trace a wreck with- 
out knowing its name. There are how- 
ever, 15 Lake Erie wrecks listed in Div- 
ing and Snorkeling Guide to the Great 
Lakes, by Kathy Johnson and Greg Lash- 
brook. There’s also a brochure of books 
about the Great Lakes available from 
Fresh Water Press of Cleveland, Ohio. 
Charles and Jeri Feltner of Dearborn, 
Michigan, published an excellent book 
in 1982, Great Lakes Maritime History: 
Bibliography and Sources of Informa- 
tion, that lists maps, charts and books on 
Lake Erie. Great Lakes Shipwrecks and 
Survivals, by William Ratigan, is another 
good source. Fred Stonehouse has writ- 
ten many books on the Great Lakes, as 
have others. 

Wayne Giesche of St. Charles, Illi- 
nois, is interested in searching for 
sunken Avenger airplanes from WWII 
and wants to know how to locate them. 

I’m not sure where to tell you to 
look in your area, Wayne, but I can give 
you some good leads. First, contact mar- 
itime attorney Peter Hess in Wilmington, 
Delaware, who’s defending some divers 
who found an Avenger. They strongly 
disagree with the Navy, which claims it 
still owns the salvage rights. 

Next, contact Peter Theopanis of 
Jupiter, Florida. Peter also found an 
Avenger and has conducted research on 
them. He too is fighting the Navy over 
the salavge rights. To conduct your own 
study, search through microfilm in the 
history and marine room of the Milwau- 
kee Public Library. You will also want to 
contact the curator of the Navy Museum 
in Washington, D.C. Another good 
source might be the Great Lakes Histor- 
ical Society in Vermilion, Ohio. 

Michael Judy of Orlando, Florida, is 
interested in shipwrecked galleons off the 
east coast of Florida and the Florida 
Keys. He wants to know if there are any 
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treasure-laden ships that haven't been 
found and where he can find out about 
them. 

Yes, there are plenty ... and almost 
as many books written about them as 
there are ships out there. Start in your 
local library under author Robert Marx; 
he has a half-dozen books on the Span- 
ish wrecks. John Potter’s Treasure 
Diver’s Guide is a good one, and so are 
books by Robert Burgess and Carl 
Clausen. Steve Singer’s Shipwrecks of 
Florida has many listed in the areas 
you're interested in. As far as purchasing 
treasure books, you'll find some of them 
out of print. 

Carl McManus of Titusville, Florida, 
is trying to locate the remains of the John 
H. McManus, a 111-ton, 88-foot two- 
masted Boston fishing schooner built in 
1885. Carl believes it was lost somewhere 
off Cape Cod after retiring as a fisher and 
becoming a trading ship. 

All I found was one small reference 
in the Encyclopedia of American Ship- 
wrecks: “John H. McManus, schooner, 
sunk 1889, cause unknown, place — 
Cape Cod, Mass.” Your best bet, Carl, 
would be a good library with adequate 
microfilm of newspapers going back to 
that time. Also, write the curator of 
Peabody Museum in Salem, Massachu- 
setts, and ask for information on the ves- 
sel. A letter to the editor of the National 
Fisherman, Camden, Maine, might draw 
reactions from some of its readers who 
know a lot about wrecks of old fishing 
vessels. 

Janet Anderson from Salem, Ore- 
gon, asks tf any of the survivors of the 
Titanic are still alive. 

The iceberg collision of 1912 killed 
one-third of the passengers and crew, 
leaving littke more than 1,500 survivors. 
Figures from 1996 reveal eight still liv- 
ing; three in the U.S., the others in Eng- 
land and France. The oldest, Edith 
Brown Haisman, will celebrate her 100th 
birthday this year. 

Terri and Ed Evans of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, asked about the “exhibition 
in Chicago” I mentioned in a previous 
Wreck Facts. 

It’s the annual Our World Under- 
water show, usually held around mid- 
April. For details write: OWU, PO Box 
6865, Rockford, IL 61125; 312-666-6525; 
fax: 815-398-0219. nw 


Send your questions and comments to 
Ellsworth Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Road, White 
Hall, MD 21161. Enclose an SASE for a reply. 
E-mail is sportdiver@worldzine.com. 
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n today’s information society, 

Scuba World Online is the one 

place to turn to for complete 
information and services when 
it comes to diving. Scuba World 
Oniine will bring the end user 
and the diver operator together, 
along with certification agencies, 
dive publications, manufacturers, 
and universities in an interactive 
market place. Ask questions, 
book travel, share dive stories, 
order equipment and pick it up 
at your local retailer are just a 
few of the services offered. 


Linked to the 
World of Diving 
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www.scubaworld.com 


on 


NS 


a 


o e . @ : 


330 West Canton Ave. 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
407.628.4802 ¢ Fax: 407.628.7061 
E-MAIL * sportdiver@scubaworld.com 
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Leading, Edge 


In difficult situations, breath control can 


help you keep it together 


By Tom Mount 


PROPER 
BREATH 
CONTROL 
CAN ALLEVI- 
ATE THE 
DEBILITAT- 
ING EFFECTS 
OF STRESS 
AND FEAR IN 
THE DIVER 
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IN CONTROL 


or most people, breathing is like dri- 

ia ving a car with cruise control. No 

matter what else we're thinking 

about, the rhythm of inhalation and 

exhalation continues. But if we choose to, we can 

override our body’s “cruise control” and make con- 
scious changes to our breathing rate and pattern. 

Changes to the breathing pattern can result in 
both physical and psychological changes. Divers 
who are aware of these 
changes can correct prob- 
lems the underwater 
environment creates for 
the respiratory process, 
and can use breath con- 
trol to alleviate the debil- 
itating effects of stress or 
feag. 

Breath control has 
been the subject of many 
books and lectures, and 
forms a vital part of many 
martial arts, meditation 
and worship programs. It 
would be impossible to 
cover all aspects of the 
subject in a single col- 
umn, so at this time we 
will confine our discus- 
sion to a few specific facts 
that are of concern to all 
divers, and of particular 
interest to .. technical 
divers. 

MINIMIZING 
BREATHING RESISTANCE 
— Each time you inhale 
or exhale, air moves 
through the airways of 
your throat, trachea and 
lungs. This moving air meets frictional resistance 
from the walls of the airway. The more shallow and 
rapid your breathing, the greater the resistance, as 
the air molecules literally bounce off the walls of the 
airways. 

Increased breathing resistance reduces the 
exchange of fresh and stale air in the lungs, and may 
lead to hyperventilation as the nervous system reacts 
to the sensation of air starvation by increasing your 





breathing rate. This pattern, if left unchecked, may 
create stress, hyperventilation and ultimately panic. 

To avoid this reaction, you must train yourself 
to inhale and exhale slowly and deeply. Slow, com- 
plete inhalations and exhalations will produce less 
turbulence and allow more fresh gas to actually 
reach the lungs, rather than become trapped in the 
windpipe. 

Breath control becomes increasingly important 
as depth increases. As 
you go deeper, your 
breathing gas — be it air 
or some other mixture — 
will increase in density. 
The body’s reflex action 
to increasing gas density 
is to breathe faster, which 
produces turbulence in 
the airways. To compen- 
sate, you must con- 
sciously alter your 
breathing pattern to 
maintain a slow, mea- 
sured breathing pace as 
depth increases. 

BREATHING AND 
STRESS — Just as an 
increased breathing rate 
can cause stress, a con- 
scious. reduction. in 
breathing rate may help 
reduce stress. 

Your autonomic ner- 
vous system (ANS) regu- 
lates the body’s involun- 
tary functions, including 
the heartbeat. It has 


BILL DOOLEY 


Studying and practicing breath control will enhance your },..., proven, however 
underwater performance and safety. 


that changes in the 
breathing rate can affect 
the heart rate and other elements of the ANS. Thus, 
by consciously altering our breathing pattern, we 
can gain control over many of our so-called invol- 
untary responses to stress, fear and danger. 
BREATHING AND SWIM PACE — Along with 
breath control, divers should develop an awareness 
of and control over their swim pace. During the dive, 
you should establish a swim pace that balances 
speed with your ability to maintain a slow, deep 
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The Future You Have 
Always Dreamed Of 


_ Hyperbarics Interantional, Inc. 
522 Caribbean Drive 
Key Largo, Florida 33037 
PH# (305) 451-2551 
FAX# (305) 451-5765 
~~ HBarics@aol.con 
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New Horizons Diving Center Key West Diver, Inc. 
2577 Regency Road MM 4.5 US Highway #1 
Lexington, Kentucky 40503 Stock Isle, Key West 
PH# (606 277-1234 Florida 33040 


FAX# (606) 277-6349 
cvedvr@aol.com 


PH# (305) 294-7177 
FAX# (305) 294-7612 


FS NT DAT CT WT IT DT BB 76265;65 @compuserve.com 
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Nitrox Solutions 

Avenue 65 & Morelos Bill’s Scuba Shack 

Cozumel Island, Mexico 77600 2349 South Kihei Road 


PH # 52-987-25666 

FAX# 52-987-25666 
nitrox@cozumel.rce.com.mx 
FS NT DT 


Kihei, Hawaii 96753 
PH# (808) 879-3483 
FAX# (808) 874-5606 
mrdiver@maui.net 
FS NT DAT DT 





Anchor Scuba, Inc. 
505 West Broward Boulevard 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33312 
PH# (800) 374-9792 

FAX# (954) 763-2391 
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Mandarin Divers Marine 

Services Ltd. 

Unit 201, Aberdeen Marina Tower 
No 8 Shum Wan Road 

Aberdeen, Hong Kong 

PH# 852 255-47110 

FAX# 852 255-47121 

mandarin @gateway.net.hk 
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There is no question about it, IANTD gives you 
the future you have always dreamed of. 
Certification courses are available for 

Open Water, Open Water Nitrox Diver, 
Nitrox, Deep Air, Trimix, Gas Blender, 
Overhead, Cave, Wreck, DPV, and 
Rebreather. Dare to become the 

diver you’ve always known was 

possible. IANTD gives you an over- 
‘whelming value with superior services, 
basic through tech diver training, and 
éxceptional training materials. Visit IANTD’s 
Nitrox Diver, full color catalogue, IANTD 
Instructors, IANTD Facilities, and general 


information on IANTD’s Web site. 
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PH# (305) 754-1027 

FAX# (305) 751-3958 
TOM.MOUNT @worldnet.att.net 
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International Association 
of Nitrox & Technical Divers, Inc. 


World Headquarters 
9628 NE 2nd Avenue Suite D 


ee ee ee Miami Shores, FL 33138-2767 USA 


PO Box 5555 

Hudson, Florida 34674 

PH# (813) 856-4380 

FAX# (352) 686-9943 
skderksen@aol.com 

FS NT DAT TT CT IT RT DT BB 


Tel: 305-751-4875 
Fax: 305-751-3958 


Web: http://www.iantd.com 
Email: iantdhq@ix.netcom.com 


FS = Fill Station, NT = Nitrox Training, DAT = Deep Air Training, WT = Wreck Training, IT = Instructor Trainer, RT = Rebreather Training, 
DT = Dive Trips, IDT = Ice Diver Training, BB = Bahamas Blue Holes, TT = Trimix Training, CT = Cave Training 
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breathing pattern. Swimming faster than 
this pace is inefficient, as it alters your 
breathing pattern, increases breathing 
resistance and decreases gas transfer 
within the lungs. 

Frequently divers will accelerate 
their swim pace under stress, which may 
lead to a loss of breathing control. Con- 
versely, divers in an air-sharing situation 
tend to slow their pace, which could 
leave them with insufficient gas to reach 
the surface. The solution is to a make a 
conscious effort to maintain a normal 


swim pace combined with a controlled 
breathing rate. 

SMOKING AND DIVING — In addi- 
tion to the well-publicized dangers of 
lung cancer, smoking creates additional 
problems for the diver. Smoking causes 
the heart to work harder, which results 
in a higher pulse rate and an increase in 
blood pressure. Blood flow is decreased 
due to constriction of the blood vessels. 
This eventually predisposes one to heart 
disease, but more immediately makes a 
diver more prone to decompression sick- 
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Modular Li ghtin System 


Whether your lighting needs inc GI night divi 


ye video or 





cave and wreck exploration, Dive Rite’s Modular Lighting System (MLS) 
components let you quickly assemble the exact type of light that is best 
for any given dive. 


CIInterlocking sections allow you to expand your canister to accommo- 
date battery packs of 12, 24 or 36 volts. 


CI Interchangeable light heads enable you to achieve the illumination 
pattern and burn time that best meets your needs. 


C1 Quartz-halogen bulbs available in sizes from 20 to 400 watts. 


[1 Custom hardware allows you to attach battery canisters almost any- 
where, including tanks, waist straps and BCs. 


IN Dive Rite Manufacturing, Inc. 


17 West Washington Street » Lake City, Florida 32055 
see Phone (904) 752-1087 » Fax (904) 755-0613 


a= hitp://wwwDive-Rite.com/ 
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ness, as it reduces circulatory efficiency. 
Smoking also creates a reaction that 
causes a drop in body temperature. 

One additional diving-related risk 
produced by smoking is the possibility 
of mucus plugs in the lungs behaving 
like gas bubbles. In addition, these plugs 
form a base for bubble attachment, and 
may interfere with the lung’s natural fil- 
tering process. In addition, the conges- 
tion and alveoli damage associated with 
smoking put divers at a higher risk of 
pulmonary barotrauma. 

BENEFITS OF EXERCISE — Regular 
exercise benefits the respiratory system 
by producing healthier lungs. Healthy 
lungs in turn provide better ventilation. 

The in-shape diver’s VO, max, 
which is the ability to utilize oxygen effi- 
ciently, is higher than that of a non-fit 
counterpart. This increased VO, max 
allows the conditioned diver to work 
harder without a dramatic increase in 
breathing rate. In life-threatening situa- 
tions, this respiratory efficiency may 
prove to be the dividing line between 
survival and failure. 

The more intense your aerobic pro- 
gram, the better the VO, development. 
The Tour de France cyclists have among 
the highest VO, max of all athletes. It is 
this high pulmonary efficiency that allows 
them to perform well on a long endurance 
race, day after day. A diver who needs 
endurance to swim a given distance, to 
assist another diver or to get out of a bad 
situation will be more prone to success if 
he’s in good physical condition. 

OTHER BENEFITS — You may find 
that the study and practice of breath con- 
trol will not only enhance your perfor- 
mance and safety underwater, but may 
also provide you with increased healing 
powers and greater resistance to dis- 
eases. 

Perhaps an even greater discovery 
is that through correct breathing, you 
control the right side of your brain and 
the ability to control your mind. It is 
thought that many diseases are due to an 
imbalance in energy, caused by 
improper breathing, stress and negative 
mental states. 

Regardless of your personal belief 
system, and of your acceptance or rejec- 
tion of the wider practices of breath con- 
trol, you should at the very least become 
aware of how your breathing pattern 
affects your performance and mental atti- 
tude while diving, and of how you can 
alter your state of mind and your physi- 
ology by simply taking slow, deep 
breaths in times of stress. » 
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me iit: Visa Card ] ssigned 2 
For Scuba Divers 


Fixed Introductory APR 
No Annual Fee 
Credit Line Up To $25,000 


This is one offer worth diving 
into...a Visa Card designed for Scuba 
Divers, with no annual fee, a low 
introductory APR and a credit line 
of up to $25,000. 

With this special card, you will save 


money and have the financial flexi- 


Shik We 3 


CAROMEMBER” 
SINCE rs. 


bility you deserve. You can maximize 
your savings by consolidating out- 
standing balances from other credit 
cards to your new Visa Card.* 

Look at these outstanding benefits: 


No annual fee 


A low 5.9% fixed introductory 
annual percentage rate (APR) 


441i) Less S618 


te for your first 5 months 
CABOMEHEER. 1.Q 6 so 0 OY eve ; , ‘a ! After that a low 12.99% fixed APR 
: r Credit lines up to $25,000 on 


sold and classic cards 


J. Wis STEWART 


Balance transfers with no 


transfer fee 


24-hour Cardmember service 


Valuable travel services 


As you carry your Visa Card 
designed for Scuba Divers, you ll not 
only display a custom-designed card 
that shows your enthusiasm for 
scuba diving, you ll also enjoy the 
financial benefit of lower fixed inter- 
est rates, plus the strong reputation 
of the Visa network. 

The Visa Card for Scuba Divers. 


It’s everywhere you want to be. 





To Apply, Just Call 1-800-955-3050 Today. 


( sk for priority code SPG for sold card, SPC for coral classic card, 2PC for diver classic card) 


*Subject to certain restrictions and limitations. 


The annual ercentage rate will be 5.9% fixed for the first five (5) months after your account is opened; a Fixed Rate of 12.99% thereafter. Annual Fee: None. 
Cash Advance Fee: 2% of the advance, but not less than $10.00. Minimum finance charge in any month in which a finance charge is pa able is $.50. 
A minimum gross annual household income of $30,000 is required to qualify for the Gold Card. A minimum gross annual household income of $14,400 is required 
for the Classi Card. This credit disclosure information was accurate as of 1/97 and is subject to change. Please contact Rrst USA Bank at 1-800-537-6954 


to obtain information on any changes after 1/977. 
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Photo Op. 
The object of good photography ts to evoke 


emotion and create a reaction in the viewer 


Story and Photo 
by Mike Hurley 


THE VIEWER 
MAY HATE A 
PICTURE OR 
WHAT IT 
SAYS, BUT 
EVEN THEN 
THE COMPOS- 
ER HAS DONE 
HIS JOB 
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PHOTO SYNTHESIS 


hen we go on vacation we take pic- 
: / : tures, but pro photographers don't 
take pictures, they make images — 





images that instantly grab you, that 
make you want to be in the picture, that make you 
feel happy or sad, or scared or mad. The thread 
between great images is that they always evoke an 
emotion. 

As you compose your image you need to take 
into account a littke more than a simple mechanical 
guideline like the Rule of Thirds. 

I believe we are all essentially products of our 
environment — I mean in the terra 
firma sense rather than geographi- 
cally. It is often uncomfortable to 
view images that do not follow our 
own physical limitations, such as 
the force of gravity. Fish and 
marine creatures, for example, are 
comfortable swimming up, down, 
sideways or whatever in their 
weightless world. For us, these 
positions are unnatural. It doesn’t 
feel right to see images where the 
fish are not somewhat parallel to 
the bottom. It’s important to por- 
tray this different world in a way 
that we, as terrestrial beings, can 
relate to, As another example, since 
we don’t fly it’s not normal for us 
to view everything from above. So, 
as a rule, it’s a no-no to shoot down 
on things as you swim over them. 
Walls are unfamiliar too; viewers 
will want to turn the image so the 
“ground” is at the bottom unless 
you actually tell them that it was 
shot on a wall, or you orient something next to the 
wall that is familiar enough to make them feel at 
ease with the earth going up the side of the shot. 
Simply stated, in order to make the viewer feel com- 
fortable, you must present the image from a point 
of view that we as land-based creatures are used to. 

CREATING IMPACT — Simply by placing your 
subject in different areas of the frame you can elicit 
different reactions. Say you place your subject at the 
far left section of the frame and he’s facing left. Auto- 
matically the subject is perceived as leaving, and you 
don’t know where he’s off to because you can’t see 


any more of the scene. This causes the viewer to 
question and wonder; the negative space feels 
empty and somehow uncomfortable. By facing the 
subject to the right he’s moving into the scene, we 
can see where he’s headed, we know the outcome; 
the negative space has value and he becomes famil- 
iar — comfortable. But that’s still not enough. 

The way you choose to create your image’s 
impact can also be a factor in what emotions you 
stir. The impact may be in the form of an unusual 
subject, or subjects doing the unexpected, or it can 
be as simple as colors that you don’t normally see 





A common mistake made when shooting small subjects on difficult surfaces — 
like this sea whip — is to shoot straight down. Shoot from the subject's level 
and make eye contact, relating the viewer to the subject. 


together. Colors also create subconscious or con- 
scious feelings. Blues and greens are cool, cold or 
fresh. Reds, yellows and oranges are warm, hot or 
racy. Mix the two and you have instant impact. Top- 
side images combining warm and cold colors are 
very effective but hard to achieve. Imagine a field 
of Arctic icebergs in a blue sea and a darkening sky. 
Add a fiery setting sun with hues of red and yellow 
mingling overhead, and wow! Underwater, we have 
it easy — the cobalt blue of the water’s surface as 
viewed from below makes the most stunning back- 
ground an artist could hope for, and the rest of the 
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spectrum is there for the taking. 

In photographing a live subject, you 
need to provide the viewer some sort of 
physical connection, and for us, again 
living within our earth-bound perspec- 
tive, the connection is unquestionably 
eye contact. We must see the eyes. A 
creature’s eyes will tell us if he’s happy 
or sad, evil or good, devious or trust- 
worthy. We can see agony, we can see 
delirium, we will relate and feel what our 
subject feels. Remember the pho- 
tographs with the baby fur seals? With 
fish, expression is a little harder to com- 
municate, but nonetheless we must be 
able to see the eyes. When you’re focus- 
ing on your subject, an eye is the pri- 
mary target. 

Good images will often tell a story 
or cause the viewer to create his own 
story. Careful placement of elements 
within the frame will define the story. As 
a rule, shots of fish tails won’t make the 
best documentary pictures, but a couple 
of my favorite images involve a diver 
swimming away from the camera appar- 
ently unaware that she’s being followed 
by a fish or a shark. The fish looks like 
a lost child following his adopted mama. 
The shark puts the diver in unknown 
peril and makes the viewer want to warn 
the diver. 

Leading lines into and away from 
the subject’s path lend to the perception 
we get as we look at the image and cre- 
ate the story. A leading line can be any- 
thing that starts at the most obvious por- 
tion of the image (usually the bottom) 
and carries you to, or even beyond, the 
main subject which may be only a small 
percentage of the image. Leading lines 
can be either real or perceived and can 
be so effective they can of themselves 
be a means to an end with no real sub- 
ject matter. 

Here’s where my personal photog- 
raphy gets a little anal-retentive. The 
Ocean is an asymmetrical world, rather 
chaotic in nature. One of my favorite 
things to do in underwater photography 
is to throw in as much symmetry as pos- 
sible. (Remember that part of impact is 
to portray the unexpected.) Repeating 
shapes, backgrounds with patterns or 
solid colors, fish in formation. I stay 
away from cluttered scenes (there’s a dif- 
ference between clutter and detail) and 
crop out unruly algae and corals. I like 
to shoot pairs of fish — it gives that 
happy, monogamous-couple feeling. I 
also like to use S curves and stay away 
from directly vertical or horizontal lines, 
especially with divers. 


MARCH/APRIL 1997 


THE WHOLE PICTURE — Some- 
thing we must train ourselves to do 
when we begin to take photography 
seriously is to see the entire frame. Most 
of us look at the subject, slam it in the 
middle so we don’t chop off a head, and 
— bang — close the shutter. We get the 
pictures back from K-Mart and ... who 
are those tiny figures huddled together 
in the center of the picture? 

A stunning image is not just the sub- 
ject, it’s the entire frame. Each portion of 
the photo must add to the overall 
impression. If it doesn’t, it shouldn’t be 
there. Look through the viewfinder and 
imagine a tiny piece of art hanging on 
your wall. Look at the top, the bottom. 
Look into the corners. Are there shad- 
Ows, an unwanted stick or maybe a fin 
..(maybe your fin)? Move back and 
forth, left, right, up, down; how best can 
you convey what this subject means to 
you? Does each and every portion in that 
frame add to the image? This part takes 
a lot of practice — when you see your 
very first whale shark, are you going to 
think about what’s in the corner of your 
viewfinder frame? I didn’t even lift the 
camera to my eye! 
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Poseidon, legendary for quality 
SCUBA equipment worldwide, 
presents a complete range of 
BC’s. With three distinct 
full-featured models available, 
there’s sure to be a Poseidon 
BC perfect for you! 


MASKS «+ SNORKELS + 


ODIN «+ CYKLON 5000 * 


THREE FOR ALL 


Pownall 


TRITON 2000 « BAGS = BC’S. 


TO PLAN OR NOT TO PLAN — I’ve 
heard over and over again that you will 
achieve better results if you know what 
you're after before you get into the water. 
I personally don’t think that kind of plan- 
ning is always necessary. But don’t shoot 
at everything you see. Know what you 
like and wait for the moment. If a wor- 
thy subject doesn’t present itself, don’t 
shoot anything. On the other hand; some 
planning doesn’t hurt either. You won’t 
have much luck shooting manta rays in 
Lake Michigan. Often I plan my trips 
around a certain subject and study its 
habits and habitat. For example, an octo- 
pus den can sometimes be spotted by the 
mound of shells just outside the opening. 
I know what I’m after but I don’t prede- 
termine composition. Other times I just 
want to visit a certain region. I'll pick up 
a book on the area to find out what may 
interest me and where to find it. But basi- 
cally I follow the “human rules” men- 
tioned above and remember that artistic 
rules are meant to be broken. Remem- 
ber, those excellent, astonishing images 
shot by the guys we all wish to emulate 
are never an accident or luck, and they 
always evoke in us an emotion. ~ 
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rince Albert Robinson floats motionless in the clear water, face down. 


Except for the slow, deliberate expansions and contractions of his chest, 






he might be mistaken for a corpse. 
Minutes pass. Then, without prelude, he doubles over, extends one arm for- 
ward, kicks twice and sinks toward the edge of the wall, 100 feet below. 

He glides to photographer Kim Stanberry, who is positioned near a coral head 
at 60 feet. A minute passes while pictures are taken, then Robinson turns and fins 
ever so gently down the coral slope to the edge of the wall. I meet him at 110 
feet, ready to pass off my spare second-stage regulator. He shakes his head, gives 
the OK sign, performs a slow visual sweep of the surrounding ocean, then begins 
an equally slow return to the surface, where he will take his first breath in almost 


three minutes. 


itie) Hates rersonal. Introduction 
on the Shh island of CO the At | and Science 
South Caicos to docu- Gn Free Diving 


ment Robinson and other 
divers involved in one of the Caribbean’s last remaining breath-hold fisheries. 
Unlike the majority of native lobstermen and spearfishermen, who have turned 
to tanks and hookah rigs for underwater harvesting, a dwindling number of divers 
in Cuba, the Dominican Republic and the Caicos Islands hold to the old ways of 
breath-hold diving. 
These “old ways” have become the stuff of diving myth. We’ve all heard the 
story of the native boy who free-dives amazingly deep and stays and stays and stays. 
After years of listening to such tales, I wanted numbers — and answers. 
How deep is “real deep”? How long is a “long time”? Do these divers know 
secret deep diving techniques? Could I learn them? 
S tory by Pier Ce And so began a three-year investigation that would bring 
HOoOvVeTr © me incontact with some of the world’s best free divers, draw 


me into the ultra-dangerous realm of no-limits diving, 





JIM EDDS 


expand my personal abilities fivefold and, ultimately 


Ona sing 
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provide answers that contained as 
much mysticism as science. 


FISH BORN DOWN THERE 

One’: the. day's catch ts 
unloaded, the skiff moored and the 
family fed, Prince Albert Robinson is 
free to join us for a taste of Haitian 
rum at Mrs. Trudy’s, a closet-size tav- 
ern on a dusty side street in Cock- 
burn Harbour. 

Physically unremarkable, with a 
slight pot belly, there is nothing 
about his person that hints at 
Prince’s amazing diving abilities. But 


in the fishing hierarchy of South 
Caicos Island, Prince is a king. 

While divers of lesser ability 
work the shallows and grass flats in 
search of conch, Prince and an elite 
few others take their boats to the 
edge of the wall, where they pursue 
the lobster and big fish that lurk in 
these deeper, less accessible waters. 
The challenge for these hunters is 
not merely to reach depths of up to 
100 feet on a breath-hold dive, but 
to hunt for periods of up to 3 min- 
utes at that depth, then wrestle their 
catch to the surface. 


Knowing that free-diving great 
Jacques Mayol has frequented South 
Caicos for years, I ask Prince if he 
learned deep diving techniques from 
the legendary Frenchman. 

“We all know about him, but 
I've never dove with him,” Prince 
tells me. “My cousin got me started, 
then I taught myself deep diving 
when I was 15. Now, it seems like I 
do better deep than shallow. I feel 
so totally relaxed when I’m in the 
water, there’s no place I'd rather be.” 

Like most novices, I> am 


obsessed with depth and time. I 








have already seen Prince reach 110 
feet, and I wonder how much 
deeper he can dive, and for how 
long? 

“A ways deeper than we went 
today,” he replies, “but I don’t often 
do it, because I don’t have enough 
time left for fishing. I typically stay 
on top of the ledge, or right on the 
edge [a depth of 60 to 80 feet]. I can’t 
tell you exactly how long, cause I 
don’t watch the clock, but I can tell 
you that if it’s just playing around 
like today, I can’t last so long, but if 
there’s a fish to be caught, I do a lot 
better.” 

“T get real calm when I’m deep, 
but you still got to be careful,” he 
warns. “A lot of fellas around here 
push it too hard and pass out. If the 
boatman doesn’t grab them and 
shake them good, they sink and 
drown.” 

Had this ever happened to 
Prince? 

“One time years ago, I was 
hooking lobster really deep,” he 
says. “I got the first two, but the third 
one kept getting away. All of a sud- 
den, it felt like my whole body just 
collapsed. But I didn’t freak, I stayed 
calm and started swimming up, 
keeping it slow. Just near the sur- 
face, my world went black, and the 
next thing I remember was hitting 
my head on the boat. 

“That taught me to respect my 
limits. You can’t overstay your time. 
Fish was born down there, you 
werent.” 


DIVING LESSONS 

I left South Caicos with a new 
awareness of human diving poten- 
tial, but without answers to many 
other questions. Is deep diving a rare 
ability that divers like Prince develop 
through trial and error? Or do all 
humans have a latent ability to 
breath-hold dive and, if so, can free 
diving be taught? 

The first lessons come from an 
unexpected source. During a mixed- 
gas diving seminar, veteran techni- 
cal instructor Tom Mount mentioned 
that he had taught hundreds of peo- 
ple to extend their free-diving abili- 
ties dramatically by focusing on sur- 
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GREG JOHNSTON 


face breathing techniques and swim- 
ming posture. 

“Do at least two minutes of 
slow, deep breathing on the surface: 
10 seconds in, ten seconds out, 
while keeping your mind clear and 
your body relaxed. If you want to 
hyperventilate before submerging, 
limit yourself to three quick breaths,” 
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able. But over the course of a sum- 
mer, I used his methods to make 
dramatic increases in my free-diving 
abilities, and was soon pushing and 
even exceeding those limits. 

On a dive trip to Bonaire, [I 
found myself diving repeatedly to— 
depths to and beyond 100 feet, often 
for more than 90 seconds. It was 
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The danger in free diving is greatest for intermediate and advancing divers. 


he coaches. “Any more could cause 
physiological problems during the 
dive, and will break your pattern of 
relaxation. 

“Descend with slow easy kicks, 
almost free falling, and stay relaxed. 
Tuck your chin to reduce pressure 
on the thorax — which could cause 
a gag reflex — and ascend with a 
slow rocking kick. The more you 
want air, the slower you should go.” 

The key to avoiding shallow- 
water blackout is to limit bottom 
time, effort and ascent rate, Mount 
says. “Your first need for air is psy- 
chological, but if you give in to the 
flight instinct and rush to the surface, 
you will deplete your remaining 
oxygen supply and put yourself in 
greater danger of blackout.” 

“Work in two-man teams,” he 
says, “allow two minutes or more for 
surface recovery, and limit dives to 
90 feet for 90 seconds.” 

At the time, Mount’s suggested 
limits seem ludicrously unobtain- 


quite an ego boost to drop in on 
scuba divers, but by doing it solo, 
and with an incomplete under- 
standing of the changes my body 
was undergoing, I unknowingly put 
myself at great risk. 


DEEP TROUBLE 

Two months later, reality came 
calling during a dive trip to the 
British Virgin Islands. A South 
African dive master wanted to free- 
dive the wreck of the Rhone. Hav- 
ing listened to his tales of breath- 
hold spearfishing at depths of 140 
feet, | assumed my companion was 
an expert. My log book tells the 
Story: 

“After a few warm-up dives, I 
kick down to the bow of the wreck 
at 65 feet, then swim through the 
hull and down to the sand at 80. I 
am lulled by a slight sense of nar- 
cosis, and absorbed by the details of 
the wreck. Two minutes pass before 
I feel the need to breathe. 
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“Then I look up, and the surface 
suddenly seems very far away. I feel 
the onset of panic. Then I somehow 
recall Mount’s instructions, resist the 
urge to bolt for the surface, and con- 
centrate on staying conscious as I fin 
slowly upward. 

“I see red spots as I break the 
surface, and know I am done for the 
day ... and lucky to be alive. 

“Meanwhile, the dive master has 
made four unsuccessful attempts to 
reach the wreck. He hyperventilates, 
submerges, and tries again. 

“Watching from the surface, I 
see him stop 10 feet above the 
wreck, hesitate, then force himself 
downward until he touches the 
hull. He turns immediately and 
begins kicking vigorously for the 
surface. 

“Through 60 feet of water, I can 
see that he is in trouble. I grab two 
quick breaths, submerge and inter- 
cept him at 25 feet. He flies past, 
scarcely aware of my presence, then 
stops suddenly at 10 feet and begins 
to sink slowly. The body is limp 
when I grab it and wrestle it to the 
surface. Long forgotten life-saving 
skills are remembered, I perform in- 
water mouth-to-mouth, and he 
comes back.” 

Later, I learned that this particu- 
lar dive master was known locally 
for bragging about his free-diving 
abilities, but never actually dived 
past 60 feet. I had unknowingly 
called his bluff, and his ego 


Depth is less 


of time a free 


responded with almost fatal results. 


DEFINING THE LIMITS 

Clearly, it was time for me to 
learn more about the dangers of free 
diving, and of the realities of human 
potentials and limits. I pored over all 
available literature and found some 
of the most practical and concise lay- 
man’s descriptions of free-diving 
physiology in the book Blue Water 
Hunting and Freediving, by Terry 
Maas. 
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In a phone conversation, I asked 
Maas to share his thoughts on free 
diving, based on his 38 years in the 
sport. 

We began with my supposition 
that anyone could learn to free-dive, 
that it is some type of latent ability 
humans share with other mammals. 

Not totally true, Maas tells me. 
“Free diving is not something that 
everyone should or can do. There 
are both psychological and physio- 
logical blocks to free diving.” 

First, he says, there’s claustro- 
phobia, which can limit diver per- 
formance; andin ‘more extfenre 
cases may prevent some individu- 
als from even submerging their 
heads. Low-level claustrophobia 
may be exacerbated by dark, turbid 
water, fear of the unknown and by 
the need to wear a wetsuit. “Three- 
quarters of the world’s diving 
requires a wetsuit, and that can be 
a significant block to many people,” 
Maas says. 

And then there are physiologi- 
cal blocks, the primary one being the 
inability to clear the ears, he says. 
“The problem is more acute than 
with scuba diving, because the free 
diver must clear many times an 
hau: 

OK, I concede, limiting factors 
do exist, but what of the studies that 
show even novice divers will expe- 
rience a slowing of the heart when 
submerged, often accompanied by a 
blood shift from the extremities to 
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important than the amount 


diver spends 


the torso. Problem cases aside, are 
humans diving mammals? 

“If they don’t have any of the 
problems we mentioned, the aver- 
age person can do remarkable 
things,” Maas replies. 

I tell him of my recent experi- 
ences, which prompts a somewhat 
unexpected answer. 

“I don’t think focusing on depth 
is the way to go,” he cautions. “Most 
sea life is found in top 30 feet of the 
ocean, especially the pelagic 


submerged. 


species. Most anyone who dives is 
capable of reaching these depths, 
and that’s where the most spectacu- 
lar sights are. I’ve ridden manta rays, 
seen whale sharks, hunted tuna ... 
all at less than 30 feet.” 

Maas also considers depth less 
important that the amount of time a 
free diver spends submerged — and 
not just during a single dive. He 
timed himself a couple of years ago, 
he says, and during a three-hour 
free-diving session, he spent 40 
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minutes of each hour submerged. 
Any tips on training? I ask. 
“The best training is to go free 
diving. Join a club or buddy up with 
an experienced free diver. Ina week 
or two, most people will begin to 
see daily increases in their perfor- 
mance.” 
Any words of caution? 
“Beginners don’t usually go 
deep enough or stay long enough to 


get in trouble. The danger is great- 
est for intermediate and advancing 
divers, especially young, competitive 
males.” 


The learning and physical adap- 
tation curves seem to be fairly quick, 
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Focusing on depth isn’t necessarily the way to go since most sea life is found in the top 30 feet of the ocean. 


Maas says, which can lead some 
divers to an intoxicating desire to 
push deeper and deeper. But these 
same divers often have little or no 
awareness of their personal limits or 
of the dangers involved. 

“Do the research first and under- 
stand what you are getting into,” he 
counsels. “There’s no sense in push- 
ing the limits. The 90 seconds you 
mentioned is a long, beautiful dive, 
and if you can do that, you are as 
fine a free diver as most people 
could ever hope to be.” 

It was solid, rational advice, 
tempered by decades of experience, 
the loss of friends and the realities 
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of the unforgiving ocean environ- 
ment. Today I would give similar 
advice to any neophyte free diver. 
But at the time, it wasn’t enough. I 
wanted to plumb the depths of my 
personal ocean, regardless of the 
consequences. nw 


In Part Two, author Pierce 
Hoover will attempt a 200-foot “no 
limits” dive with world-record holder 
Pipin Ferreras, learn of the spiritual 
aspects of free diving from legendary 
diver Jacques Mayol, and meet a self- 
trained master hunter who seems to 
displace time and depth to become 
part of the ocean itseff. 
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Manta rays are difficult critters to study. Unlike sea urchins, abalones 
and barnacles, they don’t stay in one place very long, so It’s hard to 
prod them, poke them, count them and be secure in the knowledge that 
the same individuals will be in the same place the next time you come 
to survey. Therefore it’s not difficult to understand why scientists don’t 


know a lot about these animals compared to sessile creatures. 
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Nobody has spent more actual 
water time with mantas than the dive 
guides at locations where their com- 
ings and goings are fairly pre- 
dictable. Two such places are Yap 
State in Micronesia and San Bene- 
dicto Island in Mexico’s Revilligige- 
dos Archipelago. The knowledge of 
these guides may never be written 
up in scientific journals, but their 
observations on habits and behavior, 
gleaned from daily experience in all 
seasons and all water conditions, 
qualify them for Ph.D.s in manta 
studies. When they talk mantas, 
everybody ought to listen. 

During several trips to both loca- 
tions, I interviewed these guides for 
their insights and opinions. Our panel 


of experts included Rafael Cervantes 
and Scott Sundby of the Solmar V 
from Cabo San Lucas, Leo Ragman 
and Bill Acker of Yap Divers, and 
Jesse Faimaw of Yap’s Beyond the 
Reef. The interviews took place over 
a period of four years, and in loca- 
tions 7,500 miles apart, but through 
the magic of literary license we'll 
seat Our experts around a virtual 
table and listen to their discussion. 
They won’t always agree, even 
guides at the same location, but 
that’s part of the manta mystique. 


GENERAL BEHAVIOR 

How are guides always able to 
spot incoming mantas before the 
tourists do? 





Jesse: The key thing is to look in 
all directions. Leo always sees them 
about 10 to 15 seconds before I do; 
he can smell the mantas. 

Leo: It’s not that I really know 
where they’re coming from. What I 
see first is the white of their wings 
and cephalic fins. On a morning out- 
going tide, I watch outside the chan- 
nel. Usually they’re swimming into 
the current unless it’s very weak. 


How can you tell males from 
females? 

Rafael: Males have a crest on the 
chest; the sternum protrudes more, 
and the claspers (the structures in the 
genital area used for mating) are big- 
ger. You also can tell their age by the 



































area around their eyes. It’s smooth 
among the younger ones; the eyes 
look clearer. 


What is the relationship between 
the remoras and the mantas? 

Scott: Remoras receive free 
transportation with no energy 
expended. Maybe the manta takes 
them to areas of food that they can 
use. By the way, I’ve been bitten by 
a remora; so watch out. 

Rafael: Scars on the mantas that 
look like tennis-shoe footprints are 
from the remoras’ suckers. Some- 
times they’re bleeding. But when I 
watch the remoras move to another 
spot, there is usually no mark left. 


FEEDING 

San Benedicto is primarily a 
cleaning station. In Yap, both clean- 
ing and feeding take place, although 
cleaning seems to be the primary 
activity. 

Rafael: lve seen them feed, but 
only at the anchorage, not at the 
Boiler (where the diving encounters 
occur). 

Jesse: One hour before high tide, 
at the last of the incoming tide when 
the current is not too strong, mantas 
move in to feed. As the tide begins 
to go out and plankton moves out 
of the mangrove areas, their num- 
bers increase. 

Bill: Mid-tide is their environ- 
ment. When mantas are flapping 


their wings even slowly, you can bet. 


there is a huge current. At mid-tide 
they are sitting there very happily, 
with tons and tons of water bringing 
them plankton. But the current at 
that time is too strong for divers to 
hang on. That’s why we dive just 
before slack tide. 

Leo: On an incoming tide, you 
can really see the plankton in clear 
water. It’s orange or pink. I’ve seen 
the rays excrete a large cloud of 
something from gill slits — we call 
it vomiting for lack of something bet- 
ter. It comes out like a big pink 
cloud. When I first saw it fall to the 
bottom, I went there to see what it 
was, and it’s just small shrimp. 


CLEANING 

At San Benedicto, angelfish man 
the cleaning stations. In Yap it’s 
small wrasse and juvenile jacks. As 
these cleaner fish dine, they seem to 
mellow out the mantas, which then 
allow human interaction. 

Jesse: On the cleaning station, 
you can actually see the wrasse go 
inside the mouth. We’ve seen them 
go inside the gill slits and come out 
through the mouth. 

There’s also a cleaning mimic, a 
goby that looks like a cleaner wrasse 
but it bites; mantas literally jump 
when they get bitten. These gobies 


congregate around the genitals. 

Leo: ’ve never seen any actual 
fighting between mantas, but one 
thing they don’t like is for another 
manta to be above them. If that hap- 
pens, the bottom one will take off. 
This doesn’t occur only during mat- 
ing season, but at any time. If they 
feel another one on top, within 
about 4 feet, they move away and 
let the other one have that spot. 
That’s the way they maneuver over 
the best place on the ridge for clean- 
ing. 

Rafael: Mantas run away from 
the adult jacks because they bite. 
Some have open wounds on the end 
of the tail; I’ve seen jacks biting it. 


MATING 
Mating on Yap usually takes 
place in winter, and involves spec- 
tacular manta parades that the guides 
call trains. It hasn’t been observed by 
guides at San Benedicto. 

Jesse: The best time for mating 
is late November through March, 
when they will be in a train every 
time at Mil Channel. I’ve seen up to 











A manta and its attending remora cruise over a diver. 


17 in a train. They move around dif- 
ferent ways, dancing and doing 
loops and things like that. Whatever 
the female is doing, the rest of the 
train will imitate. It’s mostly males 
following and chasing each other, 
not just the lead female. You can see 
the male, who is smaller, trying to 
climb on top. He holds on only with 
claspers. They are together three or 
four minutes, the female usually try- 
ing to get away. 

Leo: Outside of mating season I 
don’t think they ever try to have 
sex. One of the big females is in 
front, mostly males chasing her, but 
also some females who just join the 
train and go along. But the males 
are just after the lead female. I’ve 
seen them actually mating; the 
sperm looks like a black cloud. The 
male is-on top. of; the: temale; 
presses her down, and they do a 
loop. They are together less than a 
minute. At this time of year the 
males are kind of dangerous. They 
display aggression toward each 
other, trying to get to the female 
first, and don’t want divers or any- 
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thing else coming close. 


INTERACTIONS WITH 
PEOPER 

In Yap, divers stay on the bottom 
or behind rocks and the mantas swim 
directly overhead, while at San Bene- 
dicto, divers hover in the water col- 
umn and are allowed to touch the 
mantas but may not use gloves. 

The mantas’ skin has a sandpa- 
pery texture, like that of sharks, so 
a light touch prevents abrasions to 
both human and manta. 

In both locations, individuals 
have been identified and named by 
patterns on their undersides, which 
are as unique as fingerprints. This 
helps establish individual behavioral 
traits, like welcoming human inter- 
action or shying away from it. 

Bill: When there are lots of 
divers, it’s best to sit still and remain 
where the guide puts you. They’ll 
take a look at the divers, then do 
whatever they want to do. Strobes 
don’t bother them; it’s when pho- 
tographers move above the coral 
heads to get closer that the mantas 





move away. So the most important 
thing is to remain still and be patient. 
As they pass overhead, hold your 
breath momentarily or exhale slowly. 
Most of them don’t like bubbles. 

Rafael: It’s obvious they are 
hanging around for the bubbles. 
Some have rashes on their stomachs, 
probably from divers rubbing too 
much. I’ve seen scratch marks all the 
way down, but when we return a 
week later they’re healed. 

Scott: If you don’t chase them, 
they'll get curious and swim closer till 
they get right next to you and stop. 
What they like best is the feel of bub- 
bles on their body. If you just get 
underneath and blow bubbles, they 
hover, then you can touch them. I 
think they recognize people and seem 
to remember who is aggressive and 
who isn’t. Some divers who chased 
them could never get close again. 

Rafael: | don't think they like to 
be. touched. Don t-.tegeh, “thie 
wingtips or the tail; they will take off 
immediately. The times they are the 
most docile is when divers are 
underneath them. Scott and I have 
been trying to observe if all the 
touching has any effect on their skin. 
At the end of a day at the Boiler, I’ve 
noticed they are missing part of their 
protective slime. But when we come 
back a week to 10 days later it’s back 
as though nothing has happened. 

Scott: I was playing with one 
manta for a long time. Every time she 
circled right over the top of me and 
stopped, she would sink due to neg- 
ative buoyancy. Having to clear my 
ears made me realize what was hap- 
pening. On her final pass I crashed 
to the bottom with this huge manta 
on top of me, then suddenly she took 
off. I think she was just playing. 

Scott: They will actually stop 
swimming when you touch them in 
a place they like, but take off imme- 
diately if you touch somewhere they 
don’t like. They like to be rubbed just 
behind the eyes, and don’t mind 
being touched above and below the 
mouth, but don’t like it on gills, 
wingtips or the tail. When a wingtip 
touches a camera strobe or fins, 
they'll bolt, probably because plastic 
feels strange. nw 
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Since 1953 


Professional diver Ollie Ferguson 


equipped with: 


¢ The Rig BC® 
The only 
weight-integrated 
tech BC built 
for comfort. 
Available with 


redundant air 


cell and twin-tank 


conversion kit. 


e Extreme Access® 

A hoseless, air-integrated dive 
computer in the Reef Saver™ chest 
console. Also available as 


a wrist 


unit, today’s 
most advanced dive computer 
features a luminescent back-lit 


display and is PC downloadable. 


e Extreme Plus® 

A fully Ba 

adjustable regulator 

with a pneumatically balanced first 
and second stage. The first stage 
also features Dacor’s patented 
pressure boost, 


providing effortless 


inhalation at depth. es 


Also pictured: Flyt® 2.5j jumpsuit and UL 850® 
rechargeable underwater light. 


Dacor Corporation ¢ 161 Northfield Road 
Northfield, IL, USA ¢ (847) 446-9555 
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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY DOUG PERRINE 


ife in the ocean is a 

constant struggle to 

survive. But it’s also 
a struggle to reproduce, 
and in the game of evo- 
lution, survival by itself 
doesn’t earn you any 
chips — just the chance 
to keep playing for 
another round. You must 
pass on your genes to 


future generations to win 


the prize of immortality. 


Marine organisms 
have come up with an 
astounding variety of 
ways to replicate them- 
selves. For convenience, 
biologists like to classify 
them as either “K- 
selected” or “R-selected.” 
(The letters R and K refer 
to symbols for mathemat- 
ical constants in equa- 
tions that quantify these 
strategies.) Of course, in 
the real world, not every- 
thing fits neatly in one of 
two boxes. But the labels 
serve as convenient terms 
to describe the ends of a 
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Ectyoplasia:ferox 


SPONGE 


Some species of sponges 
release their eggs, as these 
are doing, in synchrony with 
the release of sperm by other 
members of their species. In 
other types of sponges, fertil- 
ization is internal. Sperm is 
released into the current, and 
drawn into the egg chambers 


of other sponges. The larvae 
are brooded internally, and 
released at an advanced 
stage. 
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spectrum, with many 
organisms falling near 
one end or another, and 


only a few lying ambigu- 


ously in the middle. 

The vast majority of 
creatures in the ocean 
are “R-strategists.” R- 
selected organisms pro- 
duce vast numbers of 
offspring, but each one 
has a low chance of sur- 
vival. Usually eggs and 
sperm are cast into the 
ocean, with no further 
attention from the par- 
ents. Most have short life 
spans and are highly sus- 
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Megaptera novaengliea 


HUMPBACK WHALES 


Courtship begins with a jour- 
ney of 2,000 to 5,000 miles 
from the high-latitude feeding 
areas to low-latitude breeding 
areas. On the breeding 
grounds, the males sing elab- 
orate songs that are some- 
how involved with courtship 
but usually serve to attract 
other males, which some- 
times fight with the singer. 
One female can attract a 
large number of suitors (I’ve 
seen over 20 in a group) that 
compete to accompany her. 
The rivalry sometimes gets 
quite violent. While nearly 
everybody believes that mat- 
ing occurs in the breeding 
areas, nobody has ever seen 
humpback whales mating, in 
spite of years of intensive 
observation. For that matter, 
nobody has ever seen a birth, 
although some pieces of pla- 
centa have been recovered. 
(Photo was taken under 
National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice scientific research per- 
mit #633 issued to the 
Hawaii Whale Research Foun- 
dation.) 
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Linckia multifora 
, 


SEA STARS 


Sea stars (depending on the 
species) can reproduce both 
sexually and asexually. They 
also have amazing powers of 
regeneration. In most species, 
a single arm with a piece of 
the central disc can re-grow 
an entire sea star. In some, 
including the one pictured, 
only the arm is required. A sea 
star can autotomize, or cast 
off an arm, just as a crab can, 
or as a lizard casts off its tail. 
A predator can then make a 
meal of the arm, while the sea 
star escapes. Sometimes the 
arm is not eaten, and grows 
a new body, while the star 
grows a new arm. In this 
case, the result of predation 
has been not death, but 
new life. 


ceptible to short-term 
environmental fluctua- 
tions; i.e., a slight change 
in temperature or current 
direction could wipe out 


most of one year’s repro- 


ductive effort. But they 


make up for it over the 
long term by force of 
numbers. And their 
greater reproductive rate 
gives them better adapt- 
ability to survive long- 
term environmental 
changes. R-selected 
organisms can also with- 
stand high levels of fish- 
ing pressure. Up to a 
point, the number of off- 
spring that join the popu- 
lation each year depends 
more upon environmen- 
tal factors than upon 
how many of the adults 
survived to reproduce 
the previous year. 
K-selected organ- 
isms, on the other hand, 
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tend to be long-lived. 
They have fewer off- 
spring, but most of them 
survive due to extended 
care given by one or 
both parents. 

Parental care makes 
them less susceptible to 
annual variations in 
environmental condi- 
tions, but the low repro- 
ductive rate makes the 
entire population vulner- 
able to long-term 
changes, especially any 
increase in mortality that 
reduces the number of 
reproducing adults. High 
levels of fishing can 
cause populations of K- 
strategists to crash. In 
some cases the popula- 
tion never recovers, 
even when fishing is 
stopped. Marine mam- 
mals and sharks are 
good examples of K- 
selected organisms. b™ 
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Amphiprion akallopisos 


ANEMONEFISH 


In anemonefish, like other 
damselfish, the males are 
responsible for guarding the 
eggs. But they make their job 
considerably easier by laying 
them under the skirt of their 
anemone, which contributes 
the protection of its stinging 
tentacles. The males also 
have an easier time attracting 
a female to the nest, since 
there is usually only one 
reproductive pair on each 
anemone. If something hap- 
pens to the female, the male 
begins immediately to reverse 
sex, and the largest juvenile 
begins to change into a repro- 
ductive male. 
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Tales From the Naked Warriors 


STORY BY GARY P. JOYCE 








Bob Baird and Murray 
Henry lay at the tide 
Ribbel manic urelenh alemmsb ele 
listening. Each 
swimmer's area of 
responsibility was 100 
yards of shoreline. 
Clad in bathing suits 
and reef shoes, each 
carrying only a knife 
and a slate strapped 
to their thighs, they 
completed their 
reconnaissance. 

"At Guam we could hear 


them talking, we were 


so close,"says Henry 


"They were rebuilding 
their fortifications 
and you could see 
these old cement 
mixers out there and 
guys walking around 
smoking cigarettes," 
says Baird. "They 
never knew we were 
there." 
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ob Baird and Murray Henry are sitting in lawn chairs 
outside the UDT-SEAL Museum in Fort Pierce, Florida. 


The occasion is the annual UDT Muster, a gathering of 
the dwindling clan of World War II combat swimmers — 
Scouts and Raiders, Naval Combat Demolition Unit (NCDU), 
UDT men and SEALs. Henry and Baird are meeting old team 
members, catching up with others they’ve met at earlier 
Musters, enjoying the sunshine and rehashing the memories 
of the halcyon days as World War II inevitably worked its way 
to a close. Both are comfortable talking about their experi- 
ences. They — and most of their comrades — belie their age 
with the light in their eyes, a certain puffed-out-chest-straight- 
back hint in their now-aging postures. Some of the men are 
infirm — there’s a walker here, a wheelchair there, an Oj tank 
over there — and none of them gets around as smoothly as 
they once did, but regardless of what time has done to their 
bodies they exhibit that peculiar trait that seems to be inher- 
ent in men who’ve been in special operations units. These are 
men who’ve gone to war umbilicalled to other men by the 
strength of the word “buddy,” men who have seen the White 
Elephant and lived to tell about it. 

Henry and Baird saw action swimming ashore at Saipan, 
Tinian, Guam, Peleliu and at Leyte in the Philippines. 

“The toughest was Peleliu,” recalls Baird. “That was the 
worst battle for us ... and the Marines too.” — 

“Leyte was more like an afternoon swim,” says Henry. The 
teams found plenty of obstacles, but they were all fish traps 

.. and the swimmers found they hadn’t been loaded with 
explosives as the intelligence people had told them. 

“That was Navy Intelligence,” says Baird as Henry laugh- 
ingly adds the traditional military rejoinder of “Now there’s a 
misnomer!” 

I get the first hint that the demolition swimmers weren't 
exactly how I pictured them. Of course, my only reference 
was the movie 7he Frogmen, but from listening to the men 
talk, somehow ... 

Bill Dawson, a NCDU 2 swimmer, laughs when I ask 
about equipment. “We did 12 invasions,” he says, “and we 
never had any fins!” Dawson whispers this to me as he and I 
walk toward the beach where he did his training in order to 
photograph him holding a pair of the original hard rubber fins, 
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A UDT MAN WITH “ALL” HIS EQUIPMENT — REEF SHOES, MASK, Photo courtesy of 
FINS, BATHING SUIT AND KNIFE. UDT-SEAL Museum 








NCDU 127 hit Utah Beach at 6:20 a.m., the tide chasing 


them at a rate of foot every eight minutes. 


the round and flimsy face mask and a knife — the 
“dive” equipment of a combat swimmer. 

The Scouts and Raiders and the NCDU predated 
even the most rudimentary equipment, and their tac- 
tics were different than the UDT’s as well. Most 
NCDU teams saw action in Europe, and their biggest 
operation was the Normandy invasion, when 21 
NCDU teams hit Omaha Beach and 11 went to Utah 
Beach (along with Scouts and Raiders) — landing 
with the first wave of assault troops and clearing any- 
thing that might slow down the landing. 

“We weren’t supposed to disturb the livestock,” 
recalls John Ditmer of NCDU 127, who landed on 
Utah Beach. “We didn’t have much breakfast that 
morning, and this fella,” Ditmer points to his buddy, 
Myron Walsh, “had a pistol, and ... uh .. we had to 
protect ourselves from this here big pig. Before the 
day was over the paratroopers had come in and they 
hadn’t any chow so we gave what was left to them 
fellows.” 

“H-Hour was about 
6:30 in the morning, and 
we were on the beach 
about 20 minutes after 
six,” Walsh recalls. “It 
was cold, wet and 
windy. The tide was 
coming in and we had to 
hustle to get up on the 
beach. The tide was 
unbelievable. [The 25- 
foot tide at the invasion 
site came in an average 
of a foot every eight min- 
utes.]” 

The NCDU men car- 
ried their explosives 
strapped front and back 
— and armed — in 
Hagensen packs. Each 
pack contained 10 2- 
pound plastic explosive 
charges. As the rest of 
the assault forces landed, 
the NCDU continued 
clearing obstacles, mines, 
wrecked landing craft — 
anything and everything 
that might hinder the influx of Allied troops. On Utah 
Beach the NCDU suffered six dead and 11 wounded; 
those on Omaha were not as lucky — casualties ran 
to 41 percent of the teams involved. 


JUNE 1944 
June | — Finished 
leld=toyrnk glemmolersb abalone 
2 air raids, 
bombing at night. 
June 2 — Three 
air raids, 10 

janie balcouasteleyrmmsle) nae! 
NED, bc. [. 448 


rot one. 


June 4 — Jan 
task force headed 
this way, Biak, 
ahUcdeh vam cle) enk alex 
our force arrived. 
— William 


Dawson; NCDU¥#2. 
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Thirty NCDU teams were used in the invasion 
of southern France, where the major obstacle they 
encountered were pilings driven into the sand with 
mines atop them. 

“We'd have a swimmer go down and tie a 
charge at the base,” says Walsh. “Then he’d tie the 
det cord [a cord-like explosive] to 
a block of wood that’d float the 
det cord to the surface and swim 
to the next, and the next and the 
next. Then we set it off from the 
beach.” 

“You had to tie a square 
knot,” remembers John Dunford 
of 127 (and later UDT 24). “If you 
used a granny knot, sometime 
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BILL DAWSON, 


you had a misfire ... or a good yepy go. 
chance of one.” “WHAT FINS?” 


THE UDT 

By August 1944, what 
became the UDT was in full fling 
as the focus of the war shifted to 
bringing the Japanese war 
machine to its knees. Again the 
perception of what the men had 
to work with was different than 
the reality. 

“The Naked Warrior,” laughs 
Joe Moretti of UDT 8, referring to the title of the 
definitive book on the UDT. Moretti is a fairly spry 
and nattily attired in a blue pullover sweater with a 
UDT insignia on the breast. He is 89 and the oldest 
UDT man around. “That was what we wore. All I 
had was shorts, a dagger, a watch and something on 
my thigh to write on. When we got masks and fins 
— you had to seal the loose glass on the masks, and 
the rubber of the fins was so hard I couldn’t carve 
my initials into it with my knife. It really used to tear 
up your ankles. We heard about those rubber suits 
but we never saw them. And [scuba] tanks? Every- 
body thinks we had tanks. You hadda hold your 
breath ... and you could do a pretty good job of it, 
especially when they were shooting at you!” 

“Take Iwo Jima,” says Andy Andrews of UDT 
15, which was knocked out of action at Iwo Jima, 
losing 18 dead and 22 wounded — the worst casu- 
alties suffered by any UDT during the war. “We 
swam in two days before the Marines to chart the 
water depth, the slope of the beach — it was 11 in 
the morning when we went in. We went around the 
other side of the island and did it again at 4 p.m. to 





JOE MORETTI, 
UDT 8; THE OLDEST 
UDT MAN AROUND 
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(TOP) GREASING UP FOR COLD-WATER OPS. PICK-UP OPERATION IN PROGRESS. Photos courtesy of 
THE SYSTEM WAS DEVELOPED AT FORT PIERCE,FL. UDT-SEAL Museum 











Training for the invasion: “It was in 55-degree water — we 
wore bathing suits just like we always did.” 


throw the Japanese off. The hairy part was when 
you got into shallow water, and one of each pair 
had to go up on the beach and get a sample of 
sand.” 

But the danger to the UDT men paid off — 
especially for the Marines who would land on Iwo. 
The teams discovered the beach proposed as the 
landing site was made of volcanic ash. “It was like 
ball bearings,” recalls Andrews. “Like walking in a 
wheat bin.” While the ash would have a major effect 
on Iwo landings nonetheless, a more stable beach 
was chosen. 


WAR’S END 

The Scouts and Raiders, NCDU and UDT 
remained active until the Japanese surrender, which 
was as much of a surprise to the combat swimmers 
as to any other troop. The last combat mission for 
the Scouts and Raiders was at Tarakan in Borneo, the 
last for the NCDU (teams 2 
and 3) was at Labuan in 
Brunei Bay, Borneo, and 
the final combat mission 
for the UDT was at Balik- 
papan in Borneo (teams 

11 and 18). 

Some teams were 
en route or already 
training for the invasion 
of Japan when the war 
ended. Dusty Ostendorf 
of UDT 22 recalls train- 
ing in northern Califor- 
nia to acclimate for the 
expected invasion of 
Japan. “It was in 55- 
degree water — we 
wore bathing suits, just 
like we always dressed.” 

Tom Lockerbie, a 
UDT 7 man who swam 


DEC. 
Dec. 22 — 


1944 


Unloaded all our 
TNT on AK, DH 

Dec 24 — Went to 
Tackloban on mail 
run. Got three 
letters for Xmas. 
Had a few cans of 
beer. Air raid. 

@) al=euolE-balcmesialons 
down. 


Dec. 2 — Quiet 


all day. Air 


raids all night. 


— William 


Dawson; NODU #2. 





ashore at: Sendai in 
northern Japan, recalls 
his first look at the ene- 
my’s homeland. “There 
was a berm of volcanic 
sand about 5 or 6 feet 
high. We were swim- 





ming and we could hardly get up it, but the water 
was 64 degrees and we were freezing our asses off. 
Thank God there was nobody there.” 

Under the plan for the invasion, 30 UDTs would 
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perform pre-assault recon and demolition ahead of 
the 5 million assault troops that were to be gathered 
for what was expected to be a bloodbath. The first 
landing was scheduled for November 1, 1945. 

But on August 6 the U.S. dropped the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima. Japan surrendered eight days 
later. The war was over. 


THE END OF AN ERA 

The NCDU and Scouts and Raiders were demo- 
bilized, but the UDT remained an active unit partic- 
ipating in some classified activity after the war. Team 
1 deployed and worked during the Korean War; their 
equipment was more sophisticated than it was in 
WW II, but they never enjoyed equipment as good 
as today’s recreational divers do. 

In 1961 Ray Boehm, a former UDT bosun’s mate 
then commissioned as an officer, took volunteers 
from Team 21 and in 1962 organized them as the 
SEALs, who would suffer their baptism of fire on a 
wholesale level in the muddy brown waters of the 
Mekong Delta in Vietnam. 

The UDT hung onto its role through the 1960s 
and 1970s, but its era was drawing to a close. Finally, 
in May 1983 the UDT was officially decommissioned 
and the hardmen of underwater combat passed into 
history. 

But while their unit and the jobs they did may 
be a historical footnote to the war in the Pacific and 
in Europe, the job these men — Scouts and Raiders, 
NCDU and UDT — did lives on in their memories 
and in the UDT-SEAL Museum at Fort Pierce. Inside 
the museum, the exhibits take you through the wars 
in chronological order taking you through the 
Scouts and Raiders era, the NCDU era, the UDT and 
SEAL eras, but outside there’s a bronze statue — a 
young man, a UDT combat swimmer, with a round 
mask up on his head, a knife strapped to his bathing 
suit, a pair of fins in his hand. The statue straddles 
a blue pool of water and looks out over assorted 
war machines that now lay dormant in the muse- 
um’s courtyard — no longer breathing fire, no 
longer feeling the blood and sweat of the men who 
rode them. 

I look around at the old men — Moretti, Daw- 
son, Henry, Andrews, Ostendorf, Lockerbie, Baird, 
Walsh, Dunford, Ditmer and all the others I spoke 
to — and look back at the bronze combat swim- 
mer. 

The men I spoke to today are that swimmer in 
the statue. Maybe 50 years have passed, but they’re 
definitely the guy in the statue. nw 
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(TOP) UDT 11 MEMBERS CLEARING A CHANNEL AT OKINAWA. (BOTTOM) A UDT Photos courtesy of 
TRAINEE PRACTICES SETTING CHARGES. UDT-SEAL Museum 











Last September the clarion resounded in Cayman Brac with the sinking of the 330-foot-long Russian 


Frigate #356. This newest Cayman undersea attraction rests in a wide sand chute 300 yards off the 


old Buccaneer Inn on the northwest shore. The frigate was renamed the Captain Keith Tibbetts tor 


a legendary and beloved Cayman Bracker, and the sinking was a major Cayman event done amid much 


fanfare. More than 600 people, including the governor and numerous government dignitaries, wit- 


nessed the sinking. To add to the drama, film producer Jean-Michel Cousteau stood on deck while 
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its slow descent to the bottom. After a 12-hour scuttling 
process, the stern finally went down. As the bow followed 
suit, water gushers shot skyward and the surface became 
a Jacuzzi powered by the massive volume of air purged 
from below decks. The wreck sits upright facing away 
from shore with the bow angled down and the hull list- 
ing slightly to port. Separate mooring balls are secured to 
the ship at the bow, the stern and at midship. The bow is 
in 100 feet of water and the stern settled at a depth of 55 
feet. Upper portions of the wreckage are in less than 20 
feet of water which will allow snorkelers to enjoy the sub- 
merged Russian war machine. Described as a Brigadier 
Type II Frigate, the #356 was commissioned from Nod- 
hodka, Russia, in 1984 and was berthed in Cienfuegos, 
Cuba, prior to being moved to Cayman Brac by tugboat. 
As I made my descent from the stern buoy I caught 
my first glimpse of the massive gray ghost-looking struc- 
ture. I finned straight to the bottom to check out the star- 
board propeller, shaft and rudder, all of which for now 
are bare of growth. It almost looks like the metal was 
blasted clean by winter storm surges. The two huge tur- 
ret-mounted guns on the 
stern and bow decks are 
most impressive and make 
stunning photo props. 
Divers can tour the 
upper weather deck and can 
enter the officers’ quarters 
and the pilot house, which is 
only 35 feet below the sur- 
face. Much of the equipment 
and hardware inside the ship 
was removed during the 
cleaning process, but most 
of the binnacle and helm 
pieces are intact. Control and navigational cabinets are 
open, exposing the many cables once integral to the ship’s 
operation. At amidships, lifeboat davits minus the boats 
still have ropes and pulleys dangling in the current. A large 
white Russian star, symbolic of the former Soviet Union, 
is visible just below the ship’s bow hawser pipe. The 


wreck’s lower deck areas are off limits for obvious safety 





reasons. Crisscrossed metal bars were welded across Crit- 


ical openings in the deck. 

Nearby reef residents quickly discovered their new 
artificial haven. I saw two large hogfish meandering along 
the hull and a pair of stunning French angels swimming 
in concert over the stern deck. A school of shiny permit 
gliding near the bottom was a pleasant surprise, and the 
dozens of juvenile wrasse and sergeant majors nipping at 
growth on the radar tower were an indication that the 


start of a food chain was already under way. IN 


Upper portions at the wreckage are in less 
than 20 feet of water, which allows snorkelers 
to enjoy the submerged Russian war machine. 
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One of the two turret-mounted guns that were 
left on the Tibbetts (right) prior to the sinking 
should provide dynamic photo opportunities. The 
upper portion of the wreck is in less than 20 feet 
of water which will allow snorkelers to explore 


it. The Tibbett’ bow rests at 100 feet and the 


stern at around 55 feet. 








Equipment 


TEST DIVE 








Toy Story 


ou've tried it all. 

State-of-the-art dive 

computers, the latest 
rebreathers, the most innov- 
ative tinted masks. Yet you 
want more. Your longing to 
demo the best and the 
brightest in dive gear, seem- 
ingly, cannot be satisfied. If 
this describes you, you may 
be the perfect candidate to 
fire up one of the many dive 
propulsion vehicles on the 
market and begin flying 
underwater. 

The people who make 
dive propulsion vehicles, or 
DPVs, know a little secret 
about the average diver. He 
or she loves dive gear, loves 
to — when financially feasi- 
ble — upgrade scuba equip- 
ment, loves to impress the 
heck out of his dive bud- 
dies. 

“People in diving are 
gadget junkies,” says Larry 
Speaker, marketing director 
for Stuart Cove’s dive opera- 
tor, which late last year 
began offering DPV-dedi- 
cated dives. “It’s very easy, 
it’s couch-potato diving. And 
we can take people on 
incredible adventures.” 

Stuart Cove’s purchased 
14 Apollo AV-1 DPVs so 
“scooter pilots” can explore 
remote locations on the 
Tongue of the Ocean walls, 
a mammoth trench off New 
Providence Island near Nas- 
sau that stretches 120 miles 
across and plummets 6,000 
feet down. The two-tank 
dive, at a cost of $115, is 
restricted to divers with 
open-water certification and 
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at least 15 logged dives or 
some type of advanced cer- 
tification. All pilots, Speaker 
adds, must have their own 
dive computer. 

“It’s a very pristine 
adventure that’s also cutting 
edge,” he says. “I’m able to 
get a toy in someone’s 
hands that they’ve never 
tried before. We think scoot- 


ers are an awesome product 
for recreational divers.” 
Despite Stuart Cove’s 
foray, DPVs for the most 
part have been limited to 
the realm of the technical 
diver. Cave divers, wreck 
divers, underwater photog- 
raphers and military person- 
nel have been relying on 
DPVs for years for rapid, 


effortless exploration. And 
with DPV price tags ranging 
from $800-$6,000, that’s not 
likely to change any time 
soon. 

American Underwater, 
which manufactures the 
Predator series and the 
Draco model, caters to the 
highly sophisticated techni- 
cal diver. Arnold Jackson, 
president of American 
Underwater, says his tor- 
pedo-style scooters are most 
often used by commercial 
fishermen and by cave 
divers. 

“These are not toys, 
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JESSE CANCELMO 








MANUFACTURER 


MODEL 


PRICE 





American Underwater 


352-669-5483 


Apollo 
415-392-9143 


Dacor 
847-446-9555 


Farallon 
770-414-0550 


Mode Industries 
954-832-9900 


Oceanic 
510-562-0500 


Scubapro 
800-GO-SCUBA 


Torpedo 
813-733-2218 


Vanmar 
805-688-8115 


they are a serious piece of 
equipment,” he says. “They 
have been able to extend 
cave diving astronomically.” 

American Underwater, 
which also makes high- 
quality video housings and 
dive lights, can customize 
its DPVs to include plat- 
forms for still and video 
photography gear. 

Mode Industries, 
another DPV manufacturer, 
boasts the only scooter on 
the market with snorkelers 
in mind. Mort Lashman, the 
company’s owner, says his 
Maxx Stealth comes with 
two motor sizes: the larger, 
with 48-50 pounds of 
underwater thrust, is geared 
to scuba divers; the smaller, 
with 33-35 pounds of thrust, 
is aimed at snorkelers. With 
a maximum speed of 2.25 
mph, the unit with the 
smaller motor, Lashman 
says, is perfect for effort- 
lessly gliding over reefs. 
Both models come with the 
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Predator 4000 
Predator 3000 
Predator 2000 
Draco 


AV-1 


See Apollo 


MK-8 
MK-7 
Tandem DPV 


Maxx Stealth 
Maxx Stealth 


Mako 


Sea Shuttle 


2000-25 
2000-20 


Powerfin 


motor mounted below the 
DPV unit (rather than 
behind like most scooters 
on the market) and a sturdy 
polyethylene housing. 

“Eighty percent of our 
industry is snorkeling,” he 
says. “I don’t know why 
everyone always talks about 
DPVs for diving. The peo- 
ple who have snorkeled 
with this unit love it.” 

Farallon USA, with its 
MK-8 and MK-7 designs, 
brings a slightly different 
wrinkle to the DPV party. 
Instead of hanging on to the 
traditional torpedo-style 
machine, riders of Farallon 
DPVs sit on a T-bar then lay 
the body over the unit. 

“If you are using a tra- 
ditional DPV for a long 
period of time your arms 
can get pretty tired,” claims 
Peter Vickers, president of 
Farallon. “This is much 
more comfortable when rid- 
ing for extended periods.” 

Vickers says his target 


BURN TIME 
2.8 mph 3 hours 
2.8 mph 2 hours 
2.8 mph 1 hour 
4.5 mph 5-6 hours 
2.4 mph 40-60 min. 
3.2 mph 50-60 min. 
2.75 mph 50-60 min. 
5 mph 50-60 min. 
3.25 mph 40-65 min. 
2.25 mph 80 min. 
2.7 mph 2 hours 
2 mph 40 min. 
2.5 mph 55-90 min. 
2 mph 80-110 min. 
5 mph 90 min. 


customer is “anyone who 
needs a machine.” Which 
includes technical divers 
and sport divers. “We didn’t 
want to stereotype our- 
selves.” 

Also in the works at 
Farallon is a Tandem DPV, 
which is expected to go 
into production sometime 
this spring. The Tandem 
model, basically two MK-8s 
linked together, can be dis- 
assembled underwater in 
less than three minutes, 
Vickers says. A price for the 
Tandem was not available 
at press time. 

Still another design per- 
mutation is the Powerfin 
made by Vanmar. The Pow- 
erfin, which operates on 
two 24-volt dry cell batter- 
ies, wraps around your 
scuba tanks almost like a 
back pack. The Powerfin, 
which weighs 80 pounds 
dry and is 24 inches long, 
has mainly found its way 
into military applications so 


$3,800 
$3,300 
$2,800 
$5,000-$6,000 


$1,995 


$3,995 
$2,495 
NA 


$1,995 
$1,995 


$1,995 


$1,095 


$800-$850 
$800-$850 


A 


$3,250 


far, says Vanmar president 
Bruce Vandale. 

So, if you’ve got some 
disposable income and a 
keen desire to own the lat- 
est gear, DPVs may be for 
you. But before you rocket 
out to the reefs on one it’s a 
good idea to get a little 
training. DPV use isn't 
rocket science, but ascend- 
ing or descending at a 5- 
mph clip can be potentially 
problematic. DPV specialty 
classes are offered by a 
number of shops across the 
country. Check with you 
local shop or certification 
agency. 

“It's not a problem with 
the scooters, it’s a problem 
with some of the pilots,” 
says Stuart Cove’s Speaker, 
referring to ascending or 
descending too rapidly 
while using a DPV. “That’s 
why we make a dive com- 
puter mandatory. You’ve 
got to watch what you’re 
doing.” — Richard Brunelli 
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TEST DIVE 





ack in the fourth 

grade, the number- 

one item on my 
Christmas wish list was a 
dive watch. Inspired by 
Mike Nelson, I lusted after 
one of those heavy, chrome- 
and-black waterproof time- 
keepers with the rotating 
bezel that let the world 
know you were a scuba 
diver, ready for adventure. 

But, as time passed my 
underwater watch of choice 
became a $40 Casio G- 
Shock. It was great as a 
backup timer to a computer, 
and rugged enough to 
count off run times during a 
deep mixed-gas dive. 

Every once in a while, I 
miss that old heavy metal 
dive watch — which is prob- 
ably why I was attracted to 
Citizen’s new Hyper Aqua- 
land watch. It has the look 
and substantial feel of dive 
watches of yesteryear, com- 
bined with today’s micro- 
processor “smarts.” 

Take a giant stride 
overboard and the Hyper 
Aqualand automatically 
shifts to dive mode, in 
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which it tracks your 
elapsed dive time, displays 
your depth, and measures 
the water temperature. On 
the way up, the watch 


gives an audible alarm if 
you exceed 60 feet per 
minute, then switches to 
surface mode once you're 
back on deck. 

Want to review the 
dive? The Hyper Aqualand 
displays minute-by-minute 
profile information of up to 
30 dives. Want more? Plug it 
in to the included interface 
module to download up to 
six hours of time, depth and 


‘temperature data to a per- 


sonal computer. 

The included software 
package will display this 
data in graphic form, and 
also includes a searchable 
electronic dive log combin- 
ing watch data with user- 
supplied information such 
as site names, dive buddy, 
dive notes, etc. 

In short, the Hyper 
Aqualand is not just a gee- 
whiz wrist toy, it’s a tool 
that real divers could make 


use of. It won’t replace your 
dive computer, but it can 
provide functional, stylish 
backup. 

With its two-tone metal 
case and beefy black rubber 
wrist band (complete with 
“No Decompression Limits” 
graphics), the Hyper Aqua- 
land makes the same kind 
of statement my childhood 
dream dive watch aimed for: 
“This guy’s the real stuff, not 
some off-the-rack wanna- 
be.” Mike Nelson would 
have been proud. — Pierce 
Hoover 


SUGGESTED RETAIL: $495 
with PC interface and software 
FEATURES: Water resistant to 
200 meters; depth display and 
memory to 260 feet; dive log 
memory stores 30 dives and 
downloads six hours of dive 
data; self-activating dive and 
surface modes; ascent rate 
alarm; stopwatch and date dis- 
play date; screw-back case. 
MORE INFORMATION: Citizen 
Watch Company, 1200 Wall 
Street West, Lyndhurst, NJ 
07071. 


Poseidon Odin 


ard-core exploration divers have a 
Hiesinin love affair with 
Poseidon regulators, and despite 
the recent flurry of new high-performance, 
high-tech regs on the market, many stilll 
consider the Poseidon “The One to Have.” 
The U.S. Navy uses the Odin as its 
benchmark cold-water regulator, and it’s 
standard issue for both Atlantic and 
me. Pacific fleets. The Odin also turns in 
) . the best air delivery numbers of 
many reg on the market, and is 
bm legendary 





for its deep- — 
: diving perfor- 


mance. 


What makes the Odin so special? For 
starters, there’s the high-grade metals and 
precise Swedish engineering; tolerances 
are tighter, machining is more exact, 
threads are turned with more precision. 

The proprietary conical high-pressure 
seat allows the first stage to handle pres- 
sures of up to 6,000 pounds, and to last 
longer at normal operating pressures. Com- 
bined with this state-of-the-art first stage is 
a servo-assisted pilot-valve second stage 
that breathes dry and smooth in any posi- 
tion and incorporates a safety valve that 
allows the diver to breath normally during 
a first stage over-pressure failure. The 
result is a regulator that combines the relia- 
bility and safety with high performance. 

Pretty impressive stuff, and all true. 
~ But it doesn’t end there. The extra perfor- 
mance is a safety factor for recreational 
divers as well — the Odin breathes a lot 


continued on p.55 
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Not Actual Size 


Actual Size 


You won’t find a better buy than Sherwood’s new Magnum’. It’s precision crafted for exceptionally high 
performance. The result is maximum comfort and less water resistance due to a sleek, smaller size. The 
Magnum’s patent pending first stage meets both U.S. Navy and European EN250 standards, so you know 
you can dive with confidence. For more details, see your authorized a 


erwood Scuba dealer. 4 SHERWOOD 
Sh d Scuba deal rat =7. 


Sherwood, Harsco Corporation 
2111 Liberty Drive, Niagara Falls, NY 
14304-3744 


© 1996 Sherwood, Harsco Corp. A-SCO3C96 For more information RSVP #278 


Sherwood Scuba, the SS symbol, and Magnum are trademarks of Sherwood, Harsco Corp. 
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New poppet 
assembly for better flow 


- Reduced spring diameter 





- Tri-lobular poppet 
- Three open air flow 
Moving orifice with grooves 
improved sizing — - Improved stem : 
optimizes flow while guidance for smooth ‘ 
improving balancing performance 
Primary port has our 
Air Sensing Channel New high flow hose 
system (ASC) for Reduced spring load for 
boosting pressure lower cracking effort : 
Ist STAGE Deflecting flange on the _ Flexible cover allows for easy | 2nd STAGE 


piston for improved purge in all temperatures 


performance Cover designed with optimal 


hole pattern for less freeflo 
in a current 


IED FOR SIMPLICITY | 


And we can prove it! Our new Magnum regulator substantially exceeds U.S. Navy standards (1.4 
joules per liter work of breathing) when it comes to ease of breathing. As you can see, the Magnum is 
a high performance regulator. Even at recreational dive limits, your dive takes a lot less effort because 
of the Magnum’s redesigned ist and 2nd stages. 


Sherwood. Harsco Corporation 

2111 Liberty Drive. Niagara Falls, NY 
© 1996 Sherwood. Harsco Corp. A-SCO3D96 14304-3744 
Sherwood Scuba, the SS symbol, and Magnum are trademarks of Sherwood, Harsco Corp. For more information RSVP #278 














Manta Reel 


If you've had problems with your wreck reel free-spooling and bird nesting while 
deploying, Manta Industries has come up with a solution that works. Called the Manta 
Reel (patent pending) it has a simple spring-loaded lever/stop incorporated into the reel 
handle that drops down into two notches in the plastic spool and stops it from running. 
The frame and stop are manufactured of anodized aluminum, the running gear (spindles, 
springs, etc.) are stainless steel, and the spool is a single piece of UHMW plastic. The 
Manta comes complete with 200 feet of 30-braid line and a brass boltsnap, so she’s 
ready to go right out of the package. This sucker is solid and well-crafted — an excellent 
wreck reel. List is $129.95, from Manta Industries, 800-397-3901. Look for a 500 to 600- 
foot/36-braid model to be out by the time you read this. — Gary P. Joyce 





continued from p52 

easier, helping make the entire under- 
water experience less stressful for the 
average diver. 

Joe Schelorke, the U.S. distributor 
for Poseidon, says he’s seen an increas- 
ing number of recreational divers buy- 
ing Poseidon gear. 

“Although we've traditionally been 
big with the tech community, we think 
it's a good choice for the Average Joe,” 
he says. 

“Imagine a big guy who gets into 
diving, and goes on his first drift dive 
with a cheap rental reg. If he has to 
swim to keep up, his breathing rate will 
go up, and there’s a good chance he'll 
overbreathe that reg, or at least get a 
headache. That could turn him off to 
the sport, and he might think he was 
the one with the problem, not the reg.” 

If this same hypothetical diver had 
been equipped with a high-performance 
regulator, Schelorke reasons, he would 
have enjoyed a much better dive. 

Schelorke also points out that the 
Poseidon octopus is not a downgraded 
regulator, but instead delivers the same 
smooth, high-performance airflow as 
the primary regulator — a performance 
margin that divers will appreciate if they 
ever need to share air on a deeper dive. 
— Pierce Hoover nw 












U.S. Tech can offer you 
something refreshing & pa 


in the dive industry: 


1. Top quality, reliable 
diving equipment 
directed toward the 
recreational diver. 


: -. Affordable pricing. 
3. Easy to reach buying programs. 


4. Quick, reliable Service froma 
company who is willing to help you whether 






you purchase one item or 1000. 
5. Many N@W ideas to help make your 
retail business more profitable in 1997. 






SUGGESTED RETAIL: $550 with DIN/yoke 
conversion hardware and carry bag. 
FEATURES: Stainless-steel piston with pro- 
prietary conical high-pressure seat; cold- 


If you are interested in becoming an 
authorized U. Sy TECH neEaIET — be 


contact np at: 


4G 
water-ready as is, with optional cold-water Pr a 
kit for extreme conditions; factory prepped & 
with Viton parts and oxygen-compatible 
lubricants, second stage over-pressure 
relief valve for uninterrupted airflow. 
MORE INFORMATION: Serious Fun, 175 
H-1 Commerce Drive, Hauppauge, NY 
11788. Phone: 516-231-4475; fax 516- 
231-4496; e-mail: sfuninc@aol.com. 
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Sizing up your instructor training center. Some 
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o you wanna be a rock ‘n roll 
star?” Oops, I mean a dive 
instructor professional. Kind 
of the same, though, right? 
Well, apart from the limos, 
the groupies, the millions, the 
fame; etc. 

A couple of similarities of 
both careers, however — undoubt- 
edly more important than the above- 
listed perks — are the passion you 
must have toward your career and 
the personal satisfaction you'll get 
from your efforts. Plus, you’ll never 








have to wear a suit to work! 


Sport Diver caught up with a few 
rookie instructor pros who had 
dreams of securing the position they 
now hold. We wanted to find out 
what they thought was the most 
important element of a successful 
training school, and now that they 
are out in the field, if it is everything 


they thought it would be. 


Katie Schickel received ‘her 
PADI Open Water Instructor license 
at South Point Diver’s in Key West 
in April 1996. Initially working as a 
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dive master, Katie decided to 
become an instructor when the facil- 
ity needed to hire another trainer. To 
her, the most important aspect of a 
successful training education is the 
outlook the course director instills in 
his students. 

“They’re teaching you about atti- 
tude ... you have to have a certain 
attitude,” says Schickel. “A good 
course director has to have high 
expectations of you. They must be 
able to successfully communicate 
the kind of qualities you need to 
become a good instructor. If you 
have a great teacher, you will emu- 
late them.” 

For Michelle West, one of the 
most important benefits that came 
from becoming a dive instructor 
through Pro Dive in Fort Lauderdale 
was their job placement program. 
Many training facilities offer job 
placement programs and are highly 
regarded as a major benefit by many 
students. 

An instructor for almost a year, 
West now works in the Grand 
Bahamas for UNEXSO. Sure, West 
had thoughts of running off to the 
Caribbean, but didn’t really think it 
would happen that way. “I was look- 
ing for an exciting place to work 
upon completing my course,” says 
West, “and it happened.” 

Hall’s Diving Center alum Bill 
Harris likes the intangibles of being 
a dive instructor. “The first time one 
of your student breathes underwater 
or the first time they clear their reg- 
ulator or when other people tell you 
how good your students look in the 
water ... you can’t help but to feel 
proud.” 
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Harris has been a dive instruc- 
tor professional since March 1996. 
One of the most important things 
Hall’s passed on to him was the real- 
ity of being an instructor — it’s not 
always pretty fishes and 200-foot vis- 
ibility. Even though Harris has been 
diving for nearly 20 years, his course 
director brought him back to the 
basics and trained out all of his “bad 
habits.” 

“A good training school should 
prepare you for the frustrations you 
may encounter, like any job. As well 
as breaking old habits, Hall’s pre- 
pared me to work in the shop, learn 
sales ... you can’t always be in the 
water.” 


Richard Lemieux, an instructor 


for Club Med in the Turks and 
Caicos, feels that his training school, 
Ocean Divers of Key Largo, also pre- 
pared him for the unexpected. 

“Everybody you're teaching in 
the pool has different problems that 
you need to know how to deal with. 
You learn every day. At Ocean 
Divers, the trainers are the same 
way. They go out of their way to 
make sure you’re dealing with your 
problems correctly.” 

Lemieux is also a commercial 
diver who works on hydroelectric 
damns in Quebec. He became an 
instructor in late 1996. It provided 
him with the opportunity to earn a 
living while escaping from Canada’s 
winters and earning that living doing 
something that he loved. His plans 
include opening a dive shop and 
training facility of his own. 

What does he say the shop’s pri- 
mary mission will be? To create safe 
divers. 

As with anything in life, it only 
becomes what you make it. This rule 
doesn’t apply any differently to those 
who have aspirations of becoming 
training professionals in the dive 
industry. It’s not unlike deciding 
which college or university to 
attend, or which make and model 
car is going to give you the best gas 
mileage. 

Research. Research. Research. 

Oh yeah, and keep the guitar 
tuned. You never know. — Jeri 
Caruso nw 
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The Ocean Corporation 


hat are the odds of your 
Wfrccomin a commercial 
diver in todayis market? 
Pretty good if you happen to 


choose—and graduate from— The 
Ocean Corporation. 


Located on the Gulf of Mexico 
(commercial diving central), The 
Ocean Corporation consistently 
locates more jobs than they can 
provide graduates for. . . perhaps 
because there are more than 30 
diving companies located within 
325 miles of the schoolis Houston 
base. Approximately one-third of 
all entry level commercial divers 
entering the industry learn how itis 
done at The Ocean Corporation. 


The list of accomplishments that 
The Ocean Corporation and its 
students have piled up is an 
impressive recommendation in 
itself: the first commercial bell 
diver program, the first US dives 
inside a nuclear power plant (and 
the first school to offer training for 
that), the first school to include 
surface welding as part of the 
diver training program. . . the lists 


_ of firsts goes on and on. The 


professionalism of The Ocean 
Corporation was further illustrated 
when they became instrumental in 
developing the training standards 
for entry-level commercial divers 
for the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSD. 


If itis a career in commercial diving, 
thereis not much of a question on 
where: to . So: The Ocean 
Corporation. For further information 
contact them at 1-800-321-0298. 
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Tell your mom 
the job is 
great, 
even if they 
do make you 
wear a 
Suit. 


Get a & 


CALL 
1-800-321-0298 


The Ocean Corporation 
10840 Rockley Rd. 
Houston, TX 77099 
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Perfect for the enthusiast or just to tout your favorite hobby! 
These Colorful checks are not only fun, they meet all bank 
Check regulations. Our checks are printed on post consumer 
recycled paper using environmentally friendly soy based inks 
offering you the highest quality checks around! Guaranteed to 
work at your financial institution and if not completely satis- 
fied, we’ll replace your order or refund your money! 


= : Call For A Free Brocnure 
ae 4-800-356-0383 





| ~ Scuba Diving #51 ( 


10 atching custom stitched genuine 624. 95! Si 
leather check book covers! | 


Dan risa isa sone 7777, 
423 Any Streets BOY a 


Now all of our exciting graphics are available 125 Any Stet Ary Town, USA 77777 
Matching covers available in black or in full-size peel n’ stick address labels! 
oargundy for all of our check lines. ay 
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See pricing & ordering instructions 
. Enclose an original VOIDED check or reorder Select check style f ae to left & enter here ——__—_j=> 
form from your check supply. Indicate any 
changes clearly on voided check or reorder form. chp sonny ia = English add $2.50 
Enclose a sample deposit slip from your porifit 
ee te be printed with §—(E) S/epance add $250 


existing checks. . 
Your daytime phone (__) standard blocktype” (Fy Architext add $2.50 


Optional Personal Expression Line (max of 26 characters) add $2.50 


* Number my checks starting with # eeatiiaall (See example of Personal Expression Line on featured checks) 
If start # is not specified your checks will start at #101 


PUbIT CAAT ang onpiue shot dt aoget dad pantaumt ie omens. |W c S (See pricing and ordering instructions to left ) 
yur tess abel sample oa eed tet tt indicate matching check style check style [JL_Jist) indicate ory: [1 
If alternate typestyle is desired, check box (see examples above) (C){_] (D){_] (E)|_] (F){_ladd $2.50 
add $18.95 
THE STYLES COMPANY Indicate matching check style # (CV) |[ _] indicate aty & color: Black(B)[_] wear] 
P.O. BOX 5000 h (design matches checks) add $24.95 
LAKE FOREST, CA 92630-8500 Indicate matching check style number: (WT) [_][_]aTy:[___ | 
: SUB TOTAL 
We also accept VISA & MasterCard California add 7.75% sales tax 
Card# 


j . ; : Up to pee dd $1.75 
Single Checks: Duplicate Checks: p to Sagep eg Lop La SHIPPING & HANDLING 


[_] 200 - $13.95 [_] 150 - $15.95 $30.01 to $40.00 add $3.75 Shipping & handling must be added to 
[_] 400 - $25.95 [__] 300 - $28.95 $40.01 and over add $4.75 receive your order 2 


["] 800 - $42.95 [1600 - $49.95 201921 TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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THE REEFS OF GOZUMEL 


ture of Cozumel than spring, but there are some 

special factors confronting divers at this time of 

year. One of these is the arrival of sea-thimbles (dedales in Span- 

ish) in vast numbers, coating the surface of the sea with a brown, 

undulating mass and posing a nuisance to those sensitive to their 

mild sting. Generally the reaction is similar to a mosquito bite, 

but many people are completely unaffected. A littke common 

sense and a wetsuit or dive skin prevent any problems. On the 
positive side, sea-thimbles are a delicacy favored by turtles. 

Another challenge is the sometimes-daily 


At here is no better time to understand the reef struc- 


ing game of each dive. Experienced dive guides are 
able to utilize these conditions to combine and even 
explore sections of reef that would normally be 
impractical due to the time limits of the dive pro- 
file. When the currents reverse, there is no greater 
joy than diving a reef you know well, and discov- 
ering brand-new terrain. 

The geographic formation of Cozumel is best 
described as a shoreline with nearby scattered 
patch reefs. Beyond that is an intricate network of 
shallow reefs forming a buttress. The system cul- 
minates with the precipice that is the wall of 
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changing rhythms of currents that can make a guess- co 





THE BEST WAY TO 









Story by Jody Shultz 
Photos by Greg Johnston 


into a cave system. Lights, knives and gloves are not permit- 
ted. Excellent for photography. 

Dzul Ha (15-20; N*) is an extraordinarily beautiful place. 
The long patch reef is easily accessible and teems with fish. 
From the delicate juvenile spotted drum to the giant super- 
male rainbow parrotfish, the variety and sheer numbers of fish 
will astonish you. The current changes constantly so you must 
be alert, but it is generally mild. 

Casa del Mar (15-35; N*) has an easy beach entry slop- 
ing gradually to a patch reef at about 15 feet, and then drop- 
ping to a narrow strip reef at 35 feet. Marine 
life is plentiful, and depending upon the sea- 
son you may encounter large schools of mul- 
let — quite a treat! The remains of a boat house 
a school of grunts and the occasional moray. 
The more enterprising might kick out to the 
wall and drift in to Villablanca beach, catching 
a taxi to return. 

Villablanca (15-20; N*) is directly in front 
of the Villablanca Hotel and abundant with 
diverse corals and life. This patch reef is ample 
for an hour or more of bottom time, and a 
good place to swim with groups of juvenile 
spotted drums or discover a rare sea horse; a 
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Cozumel. With the exception of the reefs at each feather in any diver’s cap. Excellent for macro. 
end of the island, all of the reefs are easily naviga- There are other places to dive, and one of 
ble with compass and learned navigation skills. EXPLORE THE the great joys of beach diving in Cozumel is 

Regardless of your ability, it is always advis- REFFS IS BY exploring new places. Tanks and equipment 
able to warm up with a shore dive — they abound are available at all of the above sites. Boat traf- 
in Cozumel — to tune up your skills and check FOLLOWING YOUR fic is a serious concern, so a dive flag is a must. 
your equipment. DIVE GUIDE 


The following list may help you select some 
of the finer locations. Due to boat traffic I would recommend 
that you enter south of the main piers in the downtown area, 
and carry a diver-down flag. 

(N=novice,; I=intermediate; A=advanced; E=Expert; 
numerals=depth,; asterisks=good for night diving.) 


BEACH DIVES 
Playa Corona (15-20; N) is the southernmost of the beach 
sites I'd recommend. It is a beautiful reef with a magnificent 
network of interconnecting tunnels filled with large schools of 


silversides. There is a complex cave system here, so be sure . 


that you can see the exit before you enter a cavern. 
Chankanaab Park (15-30; N) is a national park and there 
is an admission fee. Due to traffic this reef has suffered greatly. 
There is a large statue of Christ, a small statue of the Virgin 
Guadalupe and remnants of an old boat, home to a large 
school of grunts. Most interesting is a cavern inhabited by tar- 
pon. A sign warns divers not to go too far in, as it does turn 
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MID-REEF DIVES 


Just beyond the beach dives lie the mid-region of reefs 
that range in depth from 40 to 70 feet. Photographic opportu- 
nities are limitless and diverse. The reefs will be listed from 
south to north. 

Punta Sur Shallows (15-25; N) has a very silty bottom 
of fine mud similar to that of a cave system. There are huge 
sea fans and narrow passages between coral heads. This dive 
features the only elkhorn coral in Cozumel. 

Columbia Shallows (20-40; N) is probably the longest 
and most diverse of the shallow reefs with sections and pin- 
nacles coming within a few feet of the surface. Since it’s close 
to Columbia Lagoon, Cozumel’s largest natural estuary, it is 
flanked by mangroves that protect the reefs from silty runoff 
and serve as a nursery for quantities of Caribbean fish. Look 
for the bright burgundy vase sponges. 

Dalila (40-70; D offers rolling plains of coral and gor- 
gonians which flow into a craggy ridge that has schools of hun- 


dreds of tangs, grunts and the occasional nurse shark. Gener- 
y 
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ally a fast current. 

Paso De Cedral (40-60; I) is an area 
of coral caves housing a remarkable 
school of glassy sweepers. Surrounding 
this are overhangs and ledges that shel- 
ter large groupers, green and spotted 
eels, and schooling grunts intermixed 
with porkfish. Toward the northern end 
are schooling barracudas. Current can be 
strong and capricious, and it’s not impos- 
sible to miss the reef. 

Santa Rosa Shallows (30-70; N). 
An enterprising dive master can link this 
reef with Paso De Cedral and take 
advantage of a fast current. Many unsus- 
pecting tourists have logged this dive as 
Paso De Cedral. This is a patch reef, very 
loosely constructed, with a good variety 
of marine life. 

Punta Tunich (30-70; D. This reef 
is famous for its fast current. The wall is 
very close to the stony outcropping for 
which it is named (Mayan for “stony 
point”). Marine life takes refuge from the 
current in the gullies, and “foxholes” and 
green morays are common, as are 
schools of scrawled filefish. 

Yucab (40-60; N) is a wide strip reef 
that has patches on both sides. Current 
is generally calm and the reef is packed 
with crabs, octopus and Cozumel’s 
splendid toadfish. Reef triggerfish slip in 
and out of their shelters and margate 
school under the overhangs. 

Tormentos (50-70; N) is a magnifi- 
cently sculpted reef with angular, sloping 
sections accentuated by spectacular over- 
hangs. One portion is divided by a sandy 
area that resembles rolling dunes or per- 
haps a large snowdrift, which is a sight 
not to be missed. It is nicknamed “the 
moonwalk.” Toward the shore, in the 
grassy areas behind the dune, live sea 
horses. There is an excellent mix of corals 
and marine life. Current flows quickly. 

Bolones of Chankanaab (50-70; N). 
Literally translated, it is the “balls” or “bal- 
loons” of Chankanaab, so named for the 
shape of the reef. Coral heads rise 10 to 
12 feet from the sea floor in separate 
islands. Each has its own ecosystem and 
special characteristics. It is unlike any 
other reef in Cozumel, and a dream-come- 
true for the wide-angle photographer. 

Chankanaab (40-50; N*) is located 
geographically in the middle of an eddy, 
which causes a southerly current. Visibil- 
ity is generally a little poorer and the water 
a little colder due to the freshwater runoff 
from the island. This is unparalleled for 
photography, and large crabs and lobsters 
abound in daylight hours. There are lots 
of harlequin pipefish in the grassy areas, 
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and eagle rays can occasionally be seen 
sailing gracefully by in the sandy area 
between this reef and Bolones. 

Paraiso (40-50; N*) is probably the 
best-known of the middle section reefs 
and the focus of the controversy over the 
new cruise ship pier which is under con- 
struction. It’s located directly in front of 
the marina named Caleta, and we can 
only hope it will not become Paradise 
Lost. This strip reef is a veritable smor- 
gasbord of marine life. The midnight par- 
rotfish is common as well as pairs of 
French and gray angelfish that have 
become so accustomed to playing in the 
bubbles exhaled by their visitors. The 
first section is lobster heaven to between 
30 and 40 lobsters who obligingly line 
up for photos. The first and second strip 
are separated by a sandy area about 50 
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French angelfish at Casa Del Mar. 
yards long and scattered with sponges 
and gorgonians. To traverse the third 
section you must angle yourself a little 
west if the current is flowing north. It is 
best to dive this reef at odd hours so you 
can avoid “rush hour.” 

San Juan (60-80; E). This is an 
advanced dive requiring strong swim- 
ming skills as well as attention to depth 
and direction. Known for swift currents, 
it is a garden of white flower coral nes- 
tled among finger coral. The width of 
this reef allows side-by-side diving as 
opposed to the line formation tech- 
niques on other reefs. Small craters 
pock this reef where divers may be for- 


tunate enough to discover turtles and 
nurse sharks. 


THE WALL 


Venturing to the wall that frames the 
island of Cozumel, there are a series of 
reefs that have connected themselves 
from one end of the island to the other. 
In actuality, it is one continuous wall 
separated into convenient locations dis- 
covered over years of diving. Again, the 
locations are listed from south to north. 

Maricaibo (120+; E). There are two 
sections of Maricaibo, and one is marked 
by an old anchor rope encrusted with 
bright-colored sponges and coral. It runs 
like a cable and can be used as a land- 
mark. Large pelagics may be encoun- 
tered because there is access to open 
sea. Turtles, large southern rays and 





blacktip sharks frequent this area. The 
other section lies in deeper water and 
should be approached with caution due 
to currents and depth. It is a rounded 
wall that starts at about 120 feet and 
curves to the contour of the island. It 
feels like a trip around the globe in outer 
space, and shark sightings are common. 
I have personally seen manta rays there 
— an extremely rare occurrence. 

Punta Sur (90-120; A). With its spectac- 
ular appearance and pattern of jagged 
pinnacles, it is known as The Cathedral. 
There are four sections separated by a 
sloping, sandy bottom. The passageways 
that penetrate these coral edifices are 
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rich with schools of glassy sweepers and 
startling light beams that penetrate the 
cracks and fissures. The last section of 
this striking reef culminates into what is 
known as The Devil’s Throat. The 
entrance begins at 70 feet and descends 
into a forked exit at approximately 120 
feet that is filled with schooling silver- 
sides. 

Columbia (80-100; I). This section 
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A large grouper checks out the visitors at Santa Rosa Shallows. 





of reef starts a short distance after The 
Devil’s Throat and sports a series of tow- 
ering coral columns. The drop-off is 
steep and it tapers into a sloping, sandy 
bottom. Large groupers and turtles patrol 
this reef, which is so large you would 
have to make three separate dives to 
cover everything. The interior ridge is 
separated from the main ridge by a 
sandy passage and is much shallower. 
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Coral heads and caverns house nurse 
sharks. As you fly over the sandy areas, 
watch for garden eels. Current is gener- 
ally mild here. 

Palancar Caves (60-90; N) is char- 
acterized by a sharp drop-off and mild 
currents. Canyons and tunnels are abun- 
dant and a delight to dive. Eagle rays and 
turtles are commonly encountered here. 

Horseshoe (60-90; N) is distinc- 


tively horseshoe-shaped. In the center of 
the curve is the platform which once was 
the base for the statue of Christ now 
located in the National |Park. of 
Chankanaab, where it had to be 
removed to after Hurricane Gilbert 
tipped it over. It is flanked by impres- 
sive coral forming a dramatic wall. 
Palancar Gardens (40-70; N). Lush 
with gorgonians and marine life it is an 


ideal first-time dive for newcomers to 
Cozumel. Gentle currents make this a 
pleasure to explore. 

LaFrancesa (40-70; N). This is 
infrequently dived. It is home to large 
crabs and nurse sharks and ably 
defended by carpets of hydroid coral to 
warn the incautious of their buoyancy 
skills. 

Santa Rosa Wall (60-80; I). A clas- 
sic Caribbean wall located in front of 
Diamond Resort. Because of its popu- 
larity it is best to dive here at odd hours. 
This stunning wall features jutting coral 
heads reminiscent of gargoyles, and it is 
honeycombed with tunnels. Sponges 
abound. Look for pompano and schools 
of horse-eyed jacks as the wall tapers off. 
Current can be swift and tricky here. 

Cedral Wall (45-90; A) is a remark- 
able reef that begins at 45 feet and has 
the structure and location for strong cur- 
rent. Turtles and eagle rays are frequent 
here. This reef can be combined with 
Paso De Cedral. 

San Francisco Wall (45-80; N) is a 
gently sloping wall that lends itself to 
photography. It has many “duck-ins” and 
overhangs. Plenty of lobster and queen 
angelfish. 

Punta Tunich Wall (70-100; D is 
normally a fast current dive. It features 
lush vegetation, plenty of finger coral 
and hydroid coral. Look for turtles in the 
sandy area toward the beach. 

Yucab Wall (80-120; A) begins 
slightly deeper than the other wall dives. 
This narrow ridge of finger coral has a 
spectacular drop-off with large schools 
of queen angelfish. It ends abruptly. Cur- 
rent is strong here. 

Villablanca Wall (55-100; I) is 
famous for the size and variety of 
sponges. It is conveniently close to town 
and is close enough to the shoreline to 
dive from the beach for the experienced 
diver. 

Barracuda Reef (80-120; E) is 
located in the northernmost section of 
Cozumel. The reef is very beautiful but 
very tricky to dive, even for advanced 
divers with strong swimming skills. It is 
a sheer wall filled with the brightest of 
colors. The current can be ferocious and 
may have down-currents running 7 
knots. I recommend staying very close to 
the wall because the current may actu- 
ally pull you away from the edge, and 
the breaks in the reef create more possi- 
bilities of down-currents. Large pelagics 
are common. Personal dive equipment 
should include signaling devices such as 
whistles and dive sausages. nw 
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PARADISE IN COZUMEL 


ant a Caribbean vacation at a resort 

that combines the luxury of a cruise 
with versatility of being on land? The 
Paradisus Cozumel (formerly Melia Mayan 
Paradisus), located on the northwest side of 
the island of Cozumel, is the ideal spot to 
choose whatever activity (or inactivity) you 
have in mind at an affordable price. 

There are 180 deluxe air-conditioned 
units at this five-star resort, each with a 
terrace or balcony, satellite TV and phone. 
The accommodations are just a few minutes 
walk to the long stretch of glistening white 
beach, the hotel facilities, restaurants and 
bars. 

At Paradisus, you can swim in one of two 
pools, snorkel in the ocean, take an 
introductory lesson in scuba diving, go 
windsurfing, kayaking or sail a sunfish. 
There are two courts for tennis buffs, step 
and water aerobics classes, daily bicycle and 
horseback riding tours, and the full-sized 
gym and steam bath is open until 9 p.m. 
You can end your busy schedule with a 
nightly show, disco or karoke at the Club 
Fantasia. 

No vacation is complete without excellent 
meals and snacks, and Paradisus provides 
fine dining from about 6 a.m. until 1lp.m. A 
delicious variety of dishes are served buffet 
style for breakfast, lunch and dinner at La 
Isla. Giant, gaily colored papier mache fish 
and parrots float suspended from the 
building’s vaulted, thatched roof. The room 


Photo: Denise Mattia 








is surrounded on three sides with floor-to- 
ceiling windows and by a portico set with 
additional tables for those who want to take 
full advantage of the ocean or pool-side 
breezes. 





Photo: Denise Mattia 


In case sun, air and exercise (or an iron 
will at breakfast) has rendered you weak and 
wobbly, La Iguana is open from 11a.m. until 
6:30 p.m. This rustic snack bar is on the 
beach and serves light meals and “in- 
betweens.” 

Tropical flowers line the path which leads 
to a bridge across a lagoon and into Cafe 
Paraiso, the resort’s gourmet restaurant. The 
room’s singular illumination and focal point is 
a six-foot, freshwater tank with exotic 
Yucatan fish gliding through a miniature 
Mayan ruin. The warm glow of candles 
enhances elegant table settings. Dining is 
table d’hote— usually a choice of appetizers, 
soups or salads, entrees and desserts— all 
exquisitely prepared and served. 

Reservations are required and a dress code is 
suggested. 

The service is impeccable at Paradisus 
Cozumel, and the bilingual staff is ever- 
attentive. They’re helpful in arranging tours 
and giving information about this friendly 
island. The town of San Miguel is only 3.6 
miles away and is easily and reasonably 
accessible by taxi. In addition to the 
multitude of shops and restaurants, the 
Museum of Cozumel is definitely worth a visit 
to learn about its reefs, its Mayan history and 
the island’s development. If you rent a car or 
scooter and tour the island on your own, 
stop at San Gervasio, the most notable Mayan 
ruin. And don’t worry about staying out late. 
The town is safe and nightlife continues until 
about 3 a.m. 

Even though there are sufficient programs 
at Paradisus Cozumel to keep both children 
and adults content, many guests come to dive 
Cozumel’s southwestern section— one of the 
great barrier reefs of the world. The stafff is 
happy to arrange dive trips with Caribbean 
Divers International, a newly organized shop 
managed by Caesar Zepeda. Small groups 
under careful supervision are taken to the 
famous Palancar Reef and to Santa Rosa wall. 
Certification courses are offered as well. 

Whether traveling with your family on a 
holiday, in a group, at a convention or on a 
honeymoon, young, or young at heart, the 
Paradisus Cozumel is the perfect place to rev 
up or wind down in luxury. It’s well 
named— Paradise— in Cozumel. 

—Denise Mattia 
For more information or reservations, see 
your travel agent or call 1-888-341-5993. 
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a professional travel agent. 


For more information RSVP #84 
© Cozumel Trust Fund 


Visit a 


caribbean 


island with 


at its door 
‘Steps. 


Get to know Isla Cozumel and 
its surrounding natural 
splendors, 


Tulim, and 
Coba. 


National Marine Park. 


Roam through 
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Pes, most relaxing ALL-INCLUSIVE beach resort in the 
Caribbean, located directly on the best beach of COZUMEL ISLAND. 
Our facilities are excellent for families. You can choose from a variety 
of activity programs or simply relax while your children are having fun 
at the kid’s camp. Enjoy exciting beach activities, water sports such as 
snorkeling, scuba clinics at the pool, windsurfing, plus minigolf and ten- 
nis, nightly entertainment, and more. We add more value to your vaca- 
tion with taxes, tips and room service included. Just five minutes from 
the airport and San Miguel town. 


Playa Santa Pilar KM 4.5 North Zone 
77600 Cozumel, Q. ROO Mexico 
Phone: (987) 20050 Fax: (987) 20381 
Toll free: 1-800-437-3923 or hotelcoz@cozumel.rce.com.mx 


"A Tropical fois Exclusive” 
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Breakfast Daily Per Person (Excludes 02/01-3/30/97) For more information RSVP #94 
Shore Diving 
Yucatanza T-Shirt Cozumel Cozumel 


10% Discount Hotel Food/Beverage Per Person RSVP 
50% Discount Car Rental Per Room #85 
10% Discount O/W Cert. With T.T.1. Coupon 

10% Discount O/W Referral With T.T.1. Coupon 


$299 <> 


PP/DbI./Diver al BEL we 


9 Days/4 Nights 8 Days/7 Nights 
? Day Diving 2? Days Diving 


$355 02/01/97 - 03/30/97 $568 CLUB COZUMEL CARIBE 
Boo GUGIOF. Lao Gaye ALL-INCLUSIVE BEACHFRONT RESORT 
DIVING IS INCLUDED 


When staying in a Jr. Ocean Suite, 
Corner Suite or Master Suite. 
Diving is not included in Gardenview rooms. 


















From 


$349 


PP/DbI./Diver 
9 Days/4 Nights 8 Days/7 Nights 





April 16 to Dec. 20, 1997 


pam DEW DIVinve 2? Days Diving 





$418 02/01/97 - 03/30/97 $659 eee SGL = =DBL TRPL 


$369 03/31/97 - 08/31/97 $586 
$349 09/01/97 - 12/20/97 $549 GARDENVIE W929 «1 (99 99 


PRESIDENTE 
INTER-CONTINENTAL 
& SCUBA DU 

xperience the ultimate scuba 
[= diving at the island’s only 

AAA/Four Diamond resort. 
Located on the south side of the 
island near all major dive sites. Dive 
packages available. Scuba Du dive 
shop and boats located on premises. 
Beach dives directly from the hotel 


AEH Ghee Cit ttat Hoan reac Bincal: JR. OCEAN 149 129 119 pier into the Caribbean’s most 

A vers License coun Fon Can Reni beautiful coral reefs. Full range of 
*Valid C-Card Required For Divi 8 
*Resinlcrions Ktny Atal “Pele Subject To Chance. CORNER 159 139 129 water sports and activities. Call for 
INCLUSIONS: (281) 855-6900 MASTER 169 149 139 reservations 1-800-327-0200. 
Horel Accommodations Tae sey hepictaah ee 
Ss TOnviE DILWINCA mp://tRopical.scuDAMASTER.COM http: //www.barbachano.com on : 
Ground Transfers f ~ 800-327. -0200 
Hoicl ass 4 eee ES he 800-FAX-R-FAX 00- 





Wholesale Dive Travel, 


_1-800-711 4700 


~- 


a a Ne 


800-327-2254 
in BARBACHANO 


Tours Since 1921 ® 


6 4 
PRESIDENTE p fa. 
INTER: CONTINENTAL 


Cozumel S. cuba Du 


————— 








For more information RSVP #48 
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SOL CABANAS 
DEL CARIBE HOTEL 





here, on the Island of 

Swallows — the Mayan 
name for Cozumel — does the 
mystery shrouded past of the 
Mayans meet an unhurried, 
relaxing present-day Cozumel? 
Just 2 miles out of the bustling 
town of San Miguel at the Sol 
Cabanas del Caribe. 

While Cozumel’s spectacular 
underwater scenery is the main 
reason divers visit, getting away 
from the hustle and bustle of 
daily living is an equally 
important reason. One of the 
best places on the island to 
enjoy a little reality escape is 
the Sol Cabanas del Caribe. For 
starters, the 48-room hotel — 
that also offers 8 cozy, private 
beachfront cabanas — protects 
guests from unnecessary outer- 


world intrusions; there are no 
phones or televisions at the 
intimate retreat located amidst 
lush gardens overlooking a 





pristine white beach and the 
clear blue Cozumelian waters. 
Besides availing yourself of 
the wonders of Cozumel dive 
sites — Chankanaab, Tormentos, 
Palancar Reef, . El Cedral. Santa 
Rosa and others equally famed 
in the diving world — you, or 
your non-diving companion can 


opt to simply loll about the 
beach or pool, or choose from 
a wide variety of water sports to 
enjoy, along with the excellent 
international cuisine, local and 
traditional specialties, and 
succulent seafood served at 

Sol Cabanas del Caribe. 

If landside attractions are on 
your list, rent a jeep or scooter 
and explore the Mayan ruins at 
the seaport of Tulum, the jungle 
ruins of Coba or the famed 
Mayan city Chichen Itza. And if 
it’s a dose of action you need — 
the hotel is but two miles from 
the boutiques, restaurants and 
nightlife of San Miguel. 

Sol Cabanas del Caribe is a 
vacation paradise, tucked away 
on the pristine beaches of 
Mexico’s Caribbean island; 
Once you've been there you'll 
never want to leave — and once 
you leave you'll always want to 
come back. 

Special summer packages are 
available starting at $178 per 
person that include diving, 3- 
nights, breakfast and transfers. 
Contact your local travel agent 
or 888-341-5993 for more 
information 

Sol Cabanas del Caribe, 
Carretera Costera Norte KM 5.1, 
Cozumel, Quintana Roo 77600, 
Mexico; 


phone 011-52-987-20411, 
fax 011-52-987-21599. 

















LA CEIBA 
HOTEL 


a van 
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a Ceiba is a five-star hotel with two 
L swimming pools, excellent location, and all 
rooms have a spectacular view of the ocean. 
Dive packages start at just $2601 and may include 
meals at either La Ceiba or the nearby sister 
hotel, Casa Del Mar. 


Casa Del Mar, a very affordable four-star hotel, 
is directly across the street from its own beach, 
known as “The Diver’s Choice”. Dive packages 
from $203 offer 4 days/3 nights with two days of 


RESORT REPORT 
Aw. oy ee oR: T. TS CE ats. aNd 


COZUMEL 





DEL MAR 
AQUATICS 
DIVE OPERATOR ‘ 





CASA DEL MAR 
HOTEL 





boat diving. Casa del Mar is also operating the 
new meal plan with exchange privileges between 
hotels. 


Del Mar Aquatics, the most complete dive 
operation on the island, is equipped with the 
fastest and safest fleet on the island. Conducted 
by professionals Dive Masters, led by Tony 
Castillo, Del Mar Aquatics provides a 100% 
satisfaction guarantee on all your diving, 
snorkeling or fishing trips. 


° if you like diving, snorkeling, fishing 
or just strolling on the beach, call today: 


PHONE  1-888-DEL-MAR34 
1-800-435-3240 





1-800-437-9609 
FAX 1-800-235-5892 


E-Mail: sombrero@airmail.net . a 


www.mexicoweb.com/sombrero 





888-DEL-lV 
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AOD VE, RATES EM EON T 


ALLEGRO RESORTS 


COZUMEL & PLAYA DEL CARMEN 


it Allegro Resorts you can be 
# sure you'll receive the finest 
all-inclusive vacation value. 
Ranked the number 2 dive resort 
world wide by Rodale’s 1997 
reader survey, the Allegro 
Diamond Resort in Cozumel offers 
the diver comfortable 
accommodations, delicious food, 
great beverages, and a variety of 
activities to insure the best 
possible vacation value. In 
Cozumel, Dive Palancar operates 
a fleet of modern uncrowded dive 
boats minutes from the reefs. 
This close proximity enables Dive 
Palancar to offer up to 6 single 
tank dive trips daily including 
advance level, night dives, and 
soon nitrox diving. You’re diving 
an hour per trip, perfect for 
families and travelers with non- 
diving companions. 








Across the channel, Allegro 
operates another Diamond and a 





recognized names in value dive 
vacations in the Mexican 
Yucatan. 





U.S. and Canada 
Reservations and Information 
12200 N.W. Fwy., Suite 519 
Houston, Texas 77092 


800-433-0885 


Caribbean Village Resort. Both 
offer the same fine service, food 
& beverage, and activity 
packages as their sister resort in 
Cozumel, with the addition of a 





championship golf course. Here Fax 713-680-2306 
Dive Palancar offers a variety of email: 
divepal@dsi-divetours.com 
Internet: 


www .dsi-divetours/divepal 


Mexico Reservations and 
Information 
Fax: 011-529-872-5094 
Voice: 011-529-872-3443 


diving options including great 
off shore reefs, day trips to 
Cozumel’s walls, and the 
incredible experience of cenote 
cavern diving. 


Call us today and find out why 
Allegro Resorts and Dive 
Palancar have become the 





= 











has locations in the world’s best dive waters — the Caribbean and Pacific. 
If you want unforgettable diving, friendly service and custom built dive boats, 
dive with Red Sail Sports. Dive packages available starting at 


$214 for a 4 day/3 night stay. Call today! 
World-wide reservations: 


http://www.redsail.com 


Advertised rate is based on double occupancy, valid 4/21-12/15/97. Package rates vary at each location. Call for pricing details. 


Airlines’ 


Something special in the air’ 


red sail sports. 


ARUBA THE BAHAMAS CURACAO GRAND CAYMAN HAWATI 


For more information RSVP #16 
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DZUL HA WATERSPORTS 


Customized diving, beach club, bar & 
grill. Featuring the islands’ best shallow 
reef for snorkeling and beach dives. All 

PADI certified staff and instructions. 
Snorkel adventures to the famous 
Palancar and Columbia reefs. 
Just 4 miles south of downtown 


U.S. FAX (214) 394-1695 


RSVP #38 


PASCUAL’S 


SCUBA CENTER 


Dive with Pascual Tun who has over 20 years of professional 
diving and service in Cozumel. Pascual’s shop has two dive 
boats—Fat Grouper and Fat Grouper II. 
Pascual has the friendliest operation in Cozumel. Affiliated 
with the Hyperbaric Chamber Treatment. 
Instruction available at all levels. Morning and afternoon 
trips. Customized diving. 

176 Rosado Salas in Cozumel. Open 8 am - 9 pm. 


USS. Rep: Eduardo Zuniga 
: | CUBA 
Bes (U4 


RSVP #36 


RADISSON 
RESORT 


elebrating our 7th year as the 
ih hotel’s “in-house” dive operator 
Don Foster’s continues its respected 
tradition of providing a fun and safe 
dive experience for each guest. The 
Radisson’s appealing new look is 
“diver friendly” and invites guests to 
return again and again. 

Packages start at $569.00 per 
person for accommodations and 
diving. 

For reservations and information 
fax: (972) 722-6511 or call 


E.mail: dfdus @ airmail.net 
SS 
=> 





MARCH/APRIL 1997 





One minute you’re stepping off the plane and the next 
minute, it seems, you’re stepping into the clearest, warmest 
water in the Caribbean. That’s Sunset House, and that’s why 


divers have been coming back Cou Ve aA : ths Cck tn, I Me wu. 


again and again since1958. Back 


f 
then, when Hebe Connors first opened her little hotel Cu Cant boat Cuansel House. 


on the west shore of Grand Cayman, she had the pick of 


the Island’s prime shorediving sites. And she chose well: 


vale \Vinw 





Sunset House is just five minutes from town with a teeming reef 
that starts right at the water’s edge and a front row view of the 
setting sun. Other hotels simply can’t match it. Of course, things 
are a touch more sophisticated these days. Along with a fleet 


of seven custom-built 
dive boats you'll SUT ESELI H@ULYZ 


GRAND CAYMAN’S HOTEL FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS 





now find 59 rooms, a dive shop, a boutique, a restaurant 
and what many locals say is the Island’s best bar. Plus, Cathy 


Church’s world-famous Photo Center is at Sunset House. 


Main photo: David Wolfe. U/W photo: Cathy Church 


So check-in with us for an unbeatable dive vacation. Call 
1-800 854 4767 or 809 949 7111 (8am - 5pm EST). Or write 
Sunset House, PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BW]. CIW2A 


For more information RSVP #22 
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Cayman Islands . 


#98 


LITTLE CAYMAN 


he Southern Cross 

Club, a fish and dive 
resort, is a natural seaside 
preserve and secluded 
island hideaway. You will 
step from your private 
beach cottage, one of only 
ten that dapple the white 
sand at waters edge, onto 
our comfort-able dive boat, 
“Coral Star”. Experience 
the famous Bloody and 
Jackson Bay walls with a 
maximum of ten divers. 
After a day of diving, snor- 


, y pd gawd 


ia 


AQUA'NAUTS DIVING 


ant to have fun on your dive 
WwW vacation in a relaxed, friendly, family 
atmosphere? Then your choice must be 
Aqua’nauts when diving in the Cayman 
Islands. Let them arrange every detail from 
your hotel accommodations to your entire 
diving schedule before you set foot on the 
island. Aqua’nauts will free you from those 
inflexible dive boat schedules, over dived 
sites, and overcrowded dive boats. The 
ultimate dive vacation is only a phone call 
away on their convenient toll free number. 


keling, fishing, kayaking, 
nature trails, or world class 
relaxing join the other 
guests at the Loggerhead 
tiki bar to share the days 
adventures over conch 
fritters or baked coconut. 
Under new ownership 
and management, our pri- 
mitive luxury is unique in 
the Caribbean providing 
an unforgettable exper- 
ience. Enjoyment comes 
naturally at the Southern 
Cross Club. 





We now offer Nitrox 
diving and certifications 
through IANTD. Come 
visit us and get your 
Nitrox certification. Fax 
(809) 948-1098, 

e-mail: scc@candw.ky, 
http://scubacentral.com/sc 





“Son Foster's is proud to announce our 
|_"_44 partnership with this popular 7 Mile 
even Hotel. Our full service dive and 
retail shop offers a variety of watersports 
activities. Our boats depart directly from 
the beach and all packages include a daily 
buffet breakfast—a diver’s favorite. 

Packages start at $477.00 per person for 
accommodations and diving. 

Looking for an economical getaway? 
Just a few steps from our Royal Palms 
beach dive shop, we also offer condos 
with all the comforts of home in a cozy 
style atmosphere. Packages start at 


$450.00 per person. 
For reservations and information 
fax: (972) 722-6511 or call: 


Seven Mile Beach 
ph: 345-945-1990 


Morgan’s Harbour 
ph: 345-945-1953 
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E.mail: dfdus@airmail.net 
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DON F'OSTER’S Dive 
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WESTERN CARIBBEAN 





The following is a partial list of 
dive shops and operators in the 
Western Caribbean 


: BELIZE 


BELIZE DIVE 
CENTER/ULTIMATE 
DIVE TRAVEL 
800-737-3483; 
FAX: 630-616-0727 


| BLUE MARLIN LODGE 


800-798-1558; 
FAX: 954-351-9740 


| GLOBAL TRAVEL CLUB 


011-44-1268-541732; 
FAX: 011-44-1268- 
542275 


SOULSHINE RESORT 
800-890-6082 


| COZUMEL 


ALLEGRO RESORTS 
800-443-0885; 
FAX: 713-680-2306 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 


divepal@dsidivetours.com 


www.disdivetours/ 
divepal 


_ BARBACHANO TOURS 


800-327-2254; 
FAX: 305-670-9695 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 


| mayareef@netpoint.net 


DZUL-HA 
WATERSPORTS 
011-52-987-21385; 
FAX: 214-394-1695 


EL COZUMELENO 
HOTEL 
800-437-3923; 


| FAX: 011-52-987-20381 


LA CEIBA, 
CASA DEL MAR, 
DEL MAR AQUATICS 
800-DEL-MAR3; 
FAX: 800-235-5892 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 


_ sombrero@airmail.net 


LA CEIBA & CASA DEL 
MAR YUCATANZA/ 
TROPICAL TOURS 
800-711-4700; 
FAX: 713-855-9139 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
diver@neosoft.com 


| PARADISUS COZUMEL 


800-341-5993; 


| FAX: 011-52-982-21599 





PASCUAL’S SCUBA 
CENTER 
800-969-1585; 
FAX: 510-538-8508 


800-327-0200 


SOL CABANAS DEL 
CARIBE/ CARIBOTELS | 
888-341-5993; 
FAX:011-52-987-21599 | 


CAYMAN. 


AQUA’NAUTS DIVING | 
800-357-2212 OR 345- 
945-1990 


CAYMAN DIVING 
LODGE/ULTIMATE 
DIVE TRAVEL 
800-737-3483; 
FAX: 630-616-0727 


DON FOSTERS DIVE 
CAYMAN 
800-83-DIVER; 
FAX: 214-722-6511 


RED SAIL SPORTS 
800-255-6425 


SOUTHERN CROSS 
CLUB 
809-948-1099; 
FAX: 809-948-1098 


SUNSET HOUSE 
800-854-4767 OR 809- | 
949-7111 


HONDURAS/ | 
BAY ISLANDS: 


BAY ISLANDS BEACH 
RESORT 
800-4-ROATAN; 
FAX: 407-624-7751 


FANTASY ISLAND 
BEACH RESORT 
800-676-2826; 
FAX: 813-835-4569 | 


PETER HUGHES 
DIVING 
305-669-9391; 
FAX: 305-669-9475 


ROATAN CHARTER 
800-282-8932; 
FAX: 904-588-4158 


UTILA REEF RESORT 
800-263-9876; 
FAX: 504-262-0105 
800-525-3833 
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‘he Caymans. Been there, done 

ithat, right? Well, not if you’ve 
never dived the East End, and 
certainly not if you never stayed at 
the Cayman Diving Lodge, a family- 
owned dive lodge run by divers for 


divers who love the sport and love a 


good vacation. 

Diving the East End of Grand 
Cayman is like diving the Caribbean 
back in the old days ... pristine, 
uncrowded, unpretentious and 
exciting all at once. Spectacular 
drop-offs, incredibly clean and 
exciting walls plunging vertically 
from around 50 feet into the blue 
abyss. The mid-reef dives may 
possibly be more awe inspiring and 
they are what distinguishes the East 
End from Cayman’s other diving. 
Generally between 50 and 65 feet 
they feature intricate cut-throughs, 


caverns and tunnels ... a labyrinth of 


coral passgeways winding through 
the reef. 


Cayman Diving Lodge is your 
passport to the wonders of East End 
diving. Located just a 35 minute 
drive from Georgetown, the Cayman 
Diving Lodge is light years away 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE 


EAST END 


from the hustle and bustle of Seven 
Mile Beach. This is a small diving 
lodge and you'll discover peace, 
relaxation, no crowds, no tourism 
and unparalleled camaraderie. The 
Lodge’s dive boats are spacious 45 
foot custom-designed boats with a 16 
foot beam that allows divers plenty 
of room around the centrally located 
tanks and benches - and are 
completely equipped with freshwater 
showers. 


No, if it’s an adventure getaway 
you're looking for, you don’t have to 
travel to the ends of the earth ... just 
to the East End of Grand Cayman and 
the Cayman Diving Lodge ... where 
country-style Cayman hospitality and 
relaxation meets the best, most 
unsullied and exciting diving in the 
Caribbean. 

Ultimate Dive Travel can arrange 
airfare, car rental and airport transfers. 
Reservations can be made by calling 
toll-free 800 737-DIVE (3483); 
fax (U.S.): 630 616-0727. 











BLUE MARLIN 
LODGE 


e wasically, we have it all 





Leet here waiting for you. We 
want to share our sanctuary 
with you, so loosen your tie, 
kick off your shoes, and 
wiggle your toes in the sand 
because we don’t have any 
telephones or traffic out here, 
just clear blue Caribbean as 
far as the mind can wander. 
We welcome you to Blue 
Marlin Lodge! 


Come and enjoy ... our island 
is your island 


Special land and diving 
packages starting at $599.00* 
pp Dbl Occup. Air inclusive 
Packages also available 


*All Inclusive Packages 3 
nights/2 days include local 
transfers, accommodations, 
three meals daily, 4 dives, 
tanks, weights, room tax, vat 
tax and complimentary drink. 


DIVE BELIZE 
On-the Reef. South Water 
Caye, Belize 
A hidden paradise for divers, 
anglers, and beach combers. 
International: 011-501-52-2243 
Fax: 011-501-52-2296. Call or 
fax (954) 351-9740 
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UTILA REEF 


RESORT SPECIAL 


ight pampered 
[= guests will delight 
in their own island tree 
house, complete with 
air-conditioning, fans, 
louvered sliding doors 
providing dramatic 
seaside views, hot water 
and private baths. 
Delicious American- and 
Canjun-style meals 


dream come true. Dive 
Willie’s Hole, Black 
Hills, Blackish Point and 
other favorite 
seamounts. Best shore 
diving in the Bay 
Islands. 8 days/7 nights, 
3 tank dives daily, 
unlimited shore diving, 
all meals and snacks, 
$795 per person, dbl. 


Email: Lndfall@aol.com, 
http://ecotravel.com/lan 


dfall. 
Contact 


800-263-9876 


or 
800-525-3833 
(C.A. 510-794-1599) 
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served buffet-style. Utila 
Reef Resort is a diver’s deluxe. 
















SOULSHINE RESORT 


L ooking for a great Carribean 





Adventure? Soulshine 
Resort lets you set your own pace! 










e Restaurant 

e Pool 

e Rainforest Tours 
e Monkey River Tours 
e Snorkeling 
e Diving 


www.http.soulshine.com 
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ULTIMATE DIVE 
TRAVEL 


fe" he best in personal service. Diving 
_.) the following: 





e AGGRESSOR LIVE-ABOARD FLEET 

e BAHAMAS 

e BELIZE 

e BONAIRE e FIJI 

e CAYMAN ISLANDS e ROATAN 

e COSTA RICA e SOLMAR V 

¢ COZUMEL e TURKS & CAICOS 


One call and we will take care of 
everything for you. It’s your vacation, 
relax! 


or fax us at: 
630-616-0727 
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GLOBAL TRAVEL CLUB 


Dive the fabulous Mayan Barrier Reef 


in the crystal clear waters of the 
Caribbean Corridor from Cozumel to 
the Bay Islands. NEW FOR 1997: 
Diving Timeshares in Belize. 


For a vacation or property in paradise: 


Ph: 011-44-1268-541732 
Fax: 011-44-1268-542275 
E-Mail: global@online.rednet.co.uk 
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HONDURAS 


At the Bay Islands Beach Resort on 
Roatan, Ted and Cam O’Brien have cre- 
ated the perfect balance between a high- 
ly professional full-service dive opera- 
tion and a laid-back, intimate bed-and- 
breakfast style dive resort. With only 24 
- 38 guests each week, it is easy for 
them to adjust schedules, meals, and 
activities to their guests’ desires. The 
resort’s highly successful “Rent The 
Entire Resort” plan allows dive clubs, 
dive shops, group leaders and scuba 
instructors use of the resort’s facilities 
and staff. An ideal place to take groups! 

Bay Islands Beach Resort is 44 acres 
of panoramic waterfront and hillside 
within the Marine Reserve. A two-story 
Spanish-style plantation house and 
beach villas sit amidst beautifully land- 
scaped property with fruit and nut trees, 
flowers, and towering coconut palms. 

Just off the beach is the famous 
Spooky Channel, one of the best shore 
(and boat) dives on the island. Swim 


LANDS 


hether you choose 
Roatan, Guanaja, Utila or 


through an eerie crack in the reef which 
opens onto the breathtaking wall. Or 
snorkel along the pristine reef and view 
the spectacular display of fishes and 
corals. 

Eight-day packages include seven 
nights’ air-conditioned accommoda- 
tions, 16 boat dives (two in the morn- 
ing, one in the afternoon, one night 
dive), unlimited shore dives and three 
delicious meals a day. Festivities fea- 
tured are the Tabiyana Beach picnic trip, 
Land Crab Safari, the traditional lobster 
buffet and Limbo and Punta Party with 
music and dancing on the beach. 


BOOK IT! Group leaders call for “Rent 
The Entire Resort” details. An individ- 
ual seven-night package is $725 pp/do; 
non-divers, $650 pp/do. Call your local 
dive shop or Bay Islands Beach Resort 
toll-free at (800) 4 ROATAN or (561) 
624-5774, fax (561) 624-7751. 








all three of the Bay Islands as 
your Official dive site, let 
Roatan Charter help you create 
a customized dive package 
that’s perfect for you. Explore 
the world’s second largest 
Barrier reef while choosing 
from an array of fine resorts 
and diving live-aboards, as 
well as wall, wreck and night 
diving. Roatan Charter has 
specialized in Honduras and 
the Bay Islands since 1981. 
Call us today for individual 
color brochures and detailed 
itineraries. 


FANTASY ISLAND 
BEACH RESORT 


antasy Island Beach Resort—“The 
Best of Roatan.” A full-service dive 
operation and amenity-filled leisure- 
class retreat off the south shore of 
Roatan. Discover nature trails and the 
world’s second largest reef system. $896 
per week, all meals, AC rooms, three 
dives daily, night dives, watersports and 
airport transfers. Special for $675 pp, 
available after April 11, 1997. 
Reservations/Information: 
5353 W. Tyson Ave Tampa Ave 
Tampa FL 83611 
FAX: (813) 835-4569 
World Wide Web: 
http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 
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Story by Katie Schickel 
Photo by Clara Bement 


DEEP NARROW 
GROOVES OF 
PLATE CORAL 
SIT IN 120 
FEET, JUST 

A STONES 
THROW FROM 
LAND 
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HARBOUR ISLAND 


ocated just north of Eleuthera Island 

in the Bahamas, Harbour Island 

offers some of the most varied div- 

ing in the Caribbean, possibly anywhere. In just a 

few days you can dive everything from shallow 

wrecks and reefs to intricate blue holes. You can 

plunge into deep coral canyons or mini walls while 

drifting along at 10 knots. The geography of the land 

had made for a diving playground in which the 

swing set, jungle gym, monkey bars and slides are 
all within a couple miles of each other. 

Most of our dives at Harbour Island were along 
the Devil’s Backbone, a barrier reef situated on the 
bay side of the island. The reef here is shallow and 
porous, forming caverns and swim-throughs around 
at every turn. Grouper and mutton snapper hang 
out in these holes, gorging on the abundant schools 
of silverside minnows. Because the reef is not 
marked, you won't want to venture into this area 
without a guide. 

Roseanne Liva, owner of Valentine’s Resort, 
one of the two dive outfits on the island, has spent 
the past three years discovering and recording the 
wreckage beneath Eleuthera’s waters. She first led 
us to the Cienfuegas wreck, a passenger liner that 
went down in 1897 while on her way from Cuba to 
New York via Nassau. As you swim over the Swiss- 
cheese mounds of coral to get to the wreck, you 
pass by a ballast pile from a 1760s shipwreck. The 
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ballast field is approximately 300 feet long, and the 
ship’s original timers are exposed in areas. Pottery 
shards, brass fittings and portholes are still being 
found on the wreck site that sits in 35 feet of water. 

A short distance from the Cienfuegas, the 
Wreck of the Potatoes and Onions — so named for 
its cargo — spreads its steel body over a large area. 
Two massive boilers are still in place, making a tun- 
nel for divers to swim through. 

On the ocean side of the island, deep narrow 
grooves of plate coral sit in 120 feet, just a stone’s 
throw from land. Black coral overhangs the plates 
and an occasional reef shark makes a timid appear- 
ance. At the end of one of these long canyons we 
came across “the arch,” a coral bridge in 110 feet fo 
water. Hundreds of thousands of years of polyps 
growing upward have created the massive structure. 

For advanced divers, the Current Cut is a trip 
worth making. About a one-hour boat ride from 
Harbour Island, the Cut rips at 10 knots, sending 
divers hurtling past a coral gap. Blink once and 
youll miss the gap. 

Sea Gardens, another reef site on the ocean 

side, gave us a glimpse 





BAHAMAS : of yet another type of 
2. = area dive. This horse- 
ry GreatAbaco = =—S shoe-shaped maze of 
| BAHAMAS reef mounds is home 


to a resident green tur- 
tle. With well over 100 
feet of visibility, the 
Gardens are a spectac- 
ular sight. Nassau 
grouper, black dur- 
geon, queen triggerfish 
@ = and rainbow parrotfish 
~~ add color and beauty 
to the hard and soft corals. 

The contours of life above the 
water are as rich and diverse as the 
diving below. During the day, you 
can explore the hilly island entirely 
on foot. Then, sit down to a 
Bahamian meal of cracked conch 
with peas and rice at one of the 
restaurants in the quaint center of 
town. And, after a hard day of div- 
ing, relax or raise hell at one of the 
local watering holes, George’s or Sea 
Grass, where Bahamian bands play 
into the wee hours of the night. 
Few place in the world offer the 
variety of life — and diving — as 
Harbour Island. mt 
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SHARK JUNCTION 


-watcn sharks being 
ste lale micro! 





THE DOLPHIN DIVE 


- 2 Magical Opei 
ocean experience 


ote 


THEO’S WRECK 
-dive an intact 230 
ele) Mitcielalicis 


NEKTON DIVING 
CRUISES 


i iscover diving in the remote and 
Luda pristine Bahamas aboard the 
Nekton Pilot. Dive the blue holes of 
Cay Sal Bank, the fabulous walls of 
San Salvador and Conception Island, 
or the huge coral heads of the 
Gingerbread Grounds. Experience 
first-class accommodations including 
staterooms with private baths and 
showers, delicious cuisine, and 
unlimited diving from our elevating 
dive platform. Departing from Ft. 
Lauderdale and Great Exuma for 
week-long excursions, the Nekton 
Pilot is designed to pamper divers 
seeking comfort and adventure. 

Ph: (954)463-9324 Fax: (954)463-8938 
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GULFSTREAM INTERNATIONAL 


othing gets you to 

the best diving 
locations in Florida and 
the Bahamas like 
Gulfstream. So you love 
diving? Gulfstream 
International offers the 
most convenient and 
flexible way to fly to 
your favorite diving 
spots. We also offer 
United Airlines “Mileage 
Plus” members to accrue 





AIRLINES 


mileage on all 
Gulfstream flights. And 
for the diver that has 
found that favored 
diving location and 
makes a habit of diving 
frequently, Gulfstream 
has the most economical 
ticket available, the “Sun 
Pact+” commuter 
booklet, a multi-ticket 
packet, the ultimate in 
travel convenience with 


no restrictions. 

So, dive smart and fly 
smart. The way to go is 
Gulfstream. They cover 
Florida and the Bahamas 
from coast to coast to 
coast to coast. 
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Elegant Resort * Fantastic Dive Facility * €asily Accessible * Exceptional Value 
Walls * Reefs * Wrecks « Movie Sites * Sharks * Out Island Scafaris 


< STUART COVE'S 





RIDING ROCK INN 


RESORT & MARINA 


San Salvador, Bahamas 


;ome dive the incredible walls of San 

Salvador Island and stay at THE 

' DIVER’S RESORT! Over 50 dive 
sites to choose from. Situated Oceanside 
- we feature 42 rooms, restaurant, lounge, 
fresh water pool, tennis, bicycles, dive 
operation, underwater photo center & 
marina. Packages include accommod- 
ations, hotel taxes & gratuities, 3 meals 
per day, airport transfers and 3 boat dives 
per day. Special charter flight available 
from Ft. Lauderdale every Saturday. 

Call us today! 


‘E-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 
fax: 954-359-8254 





© 242-362-5227 
com 


SOUTH CAICOS 
Turks & Caicos, B.W.I. 


Exceptional diving away from the crowds 
and over-loaded boats. Club Carib Beach 
& Harbour Resort offers the warmth of 
the islanders, the comfort of clean, well- 
appointed rooms, southern-cooked meals 
and 7 day value-added packages starting at 
$499.00, dbl-occupancy. (Free PADI 
certification for non-divers). 


RSVP #225 ee 


305-258-1177, fax 305-257-2072 
helene@clubcarib.com 
http://www.clubcarib.com 


USE THE RSVP 


FROM SPORT DIVER 


ADVERTISERS 





VALENTINE'S 
DIVE CENTER 


WE alentine’s Dive Center, Harbour 

= Island, Bahamas. (800) 383-6480 
or (809) 333-2309. Full-service shop 
with gear sales, rentals, repairs and a 
gift shop. Instruction from one day 
scuba experience, snorkeling, through 
Dive Master in SSI or PADI. Two boats 
leave every morning for a two-tank 
dive, afternoon one-tank and snorkel- 
ing. We are BIG ISLAND equipped 
with OUT ISLAND service. All-inclusive 
dive packages with fresh water pool, 
hot tub, welcome cocktail and meals. 








The following is a 

partial list of dive shops | 

and operators inthe | 
Tropical Atlantic 


BAHAMAS ahaa 


800-992-DIVE OR 954- _ 


BAHAMAS MINISTRY 351-9889 
OF TOURISM 


800-866-DIVE VALENTINE’S DIVE 


CENTER 


GULFSTREAM INTER- 800-383-6480 


NATIONAL AIRLINES 


800-992-8532 TURKS &@& 


CAICOS 4 





NEKTON DIVING 
CRUISES 
800-899-6753; FAX: 
954-463-8938 


CLUB CARIB 
800-581-2582; FAX: 
305-257-2072 


RIDING ROCK INN 
800-272-1492; FAX: 
954-8254 
EMAIL: 


ART PICKERING’S 
PROVO TURTLE 
DIVERS 
800-833-1341 


ridingrock@aol.com 


STUART COVE’S 
800-82-SHARK (827- 
4275); FAX: 954-524- 
5925 
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Why crisscross the Caribbean to find 
the world’s great dive destinations? 


Discover our diversity: 
Phere are endless possibilities for your next dive vacation, and 
The Bahamas has it all. From first-class hotels, great nightlife, 
casinos and shopping to quaint, remote out-islands, there’s 
something for everyone. And the diving is just as diverse, with 
world-class diving for divers of all experience levels. From the 
novice to the expert who’s been all over the planet, youll find 
the diversity you're looking for in The Bahamas — walls, 





Call or’ Write Now to Receive a FREE 
Bahamas. Dive Guide, Dive Video 


oor CD-ROM Brochure! 







© BAHAMAS DIVE. oa 


s \VipEO ~* . 


Banamas Dive 
CD-ROM 


ere 


BAHAmAs Dive 


JUST COME TO THE ISLANDS OF THE BAHAMAS. 





700 islands, 2 oceans, thousands of dive sites... Starting 50 miles from Miami! 


dolphins, wrecks, sharks, blue-holes, incredible marine life and 
more. We have dive operators ready to help you discover our 


diversity. Call 1-800-866-DIVE to receive our FREE 1997 
BAHAMAS DIVE GUIDE, DIVE GUIDE VIDEO or CD-ROM DIVE 
GUIDE for your PC Computer. And remember, why crisscross 
the Caribbean to find the world's greatest dive destinations? 


Just come to The Islands of The Bahamas. 
Bahamas Diving Association Dive Operations: 


BRENDAL’S DivE SHOP 800-780-9941 
Dive ABACO 800-247-5338 
SPANISH CAY DIVING 242-365-0083 
WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 800-327-8150 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE 800-223-696] 

BIMINI BIMINi UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 800-348-4644 
CAT ISLAND GREENWOOD Dive CENTER 242-342-3053 

ELEUTHERA/ HARBOUR ISLAND ROMORA BAY CLUB 242-333-2323 
VALENTINE’S DivE CENTER 800-383-6480 
EXUMA FANTASEA 242-336-3483 
THE UNDERWATER EXPLORERS SOCIETY 800-992-DIVE 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 800-327-8150 
STELLA MARIS RESORT 800-426-0466 
BAHAMA DIVERS 800-398-DIVE 
Dive Dive Dive 800-368-3483 
Diver’s HAVEN 242-393-0869 
DOLPHIN ENCOUNTERS 242-327-5066 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 800-327-8150 
STUART Cove’s DivE SOUTH OCEAN 800-879-9832 


ANDROS 


EXUMA 
GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT 


LONG ISLAND 
New PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 


SAN SALVADOR 


SUN DIVERS 
SUNSKIFF DivERS 
RIDING ROCK INN 


800-258-4786 
800-331-5884 
800-272-1492 





800-327-9600 
800-234-8464 
800-899-6753 
800-241-459 | 
954-522-016] 
800-443-3837 
800-741-5335 


BLACKBEARD'S CRUISES 
BOTTOM TIME ADVENTURES 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
Out ISLAND VOYAGES 

SEA DRAGON 

SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
THE DREAM TEAM 


Live-ABOARD Dive BOATS 


FoR More INFORMATION © 
CALL: 1-800-866-DIVE 


Discover our Diversity. 


Bahamas Diving Association * P.O. Box 21707 * Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 
1-800-866-DIVE ® Intl. 305-442-7095 


For more information RSVP #90 





Photo Credit: Stephen Frink. © 1997 Bahamas Ministry of Tourism/CLINE. SPD197 
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DESPITE ITS 
ACCESSIBILITY, 
THIS IS ONE 
OF THE 
NICEST DIVES 
ON CURACAO 
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HABITAT REEF SHORE DIVE 


abitat Reef is the “backyard” of the 
brand-new Habitat Resort. And 
what a reef it is. Until the hotel was 
built on this remote section of the island, this reef 
had probably never been dived at all. The coral is 
as healthy as can be, and the fish life swarm around 


A sea horse discovered under the dock. 


the divers like clouds of locusts. On 
one dive I floated in weightless won- 
der as a school of Creole wrasse num- 
bering in the thousands passed 
around me like a wall of living fog. 
The reef itself is typical of many Curacao reefs 
in topography: a shallow reef shelf followed by a 
steep (but not quite vertical) drop-off plunging to 
about 150 feet, then a gentler slope down to who- 
knows-where. I spent most of my time along the 
drop-off between 30 and 60 feet. Going deeper was- 
n’t necessary to see more marine life, and staying 
shallow gave me better light and more bottom time. 
One of the highlights of the reef was a friend’s 
discovery of a sponge with a bright yellow longlure 
frogfish on it. Upon closer examination of the 





sponge, I discovered a second frogfish, brown in 
color, and more difficult to see. Each day I checked 
the sponge and each day both were there, hidden 
cleverly in some new spot, but always on the same 
sponge. Another diver found a sea horse in 8 feet 
of water right below the dock. The reef is absolutely 
chock full of various kinds of anemones (more than 
I’ve ever seen in one spot) as well as many kinds 
of coral and fishes. I found scorpionfish on nearly 
every dive, and enjoyed watching the trumpetfish 
shadow-stalking behind the parrotfish. Morays are 
common, and one seemed curious about my cam- 
era, sticking its head right up to the lens and smil- 
ing for a shot or two. Talk about your photogra- 
pher’s dream come true! 

On the night dives I spent my time searching 
for octopods. With the exception of one night, I 
found them on every dive. The most memorable 
encounter involved a clever octopus that figured 
out that it could hunt using the light from my dive 
light. In an amazing encounter, I watched as the 
octopus slithered between two coral heads, grabbed 
a small sleeping fish and made off with the strug- 
gling fish hidden under its arms. 

As a reward for helping him find food, the 
octopus stuck around to let me watch him for a 
while. My film was gone in a flash, so to speak ... 
ah, if they only made 72-exposure rolls! Other night 
dive encounters included a spotted 
moray; slipper lobsters; a sleeping par- 
rotfish, complete with cocoon; reef 
squid; and a sea wasp (box jelly), 
which I discovered by accident 
(ouch). 

Visibility is based on the season 
and the weather, just like anywhere, 
but visibility around Curacao is about 
the same as Bonaire — 100-plus feet 
under good conditions, but generally 
at least 75 feet. Since Habitat Reef is 
situated on the calmer west end of the 
southern side of the island, the visi- 
bility is always the best it will be any- 
where on the island. I never had visibility worse 
than 75 feet on the reef. 

While Curacao boasts many fine resorts, reefs, 
secluded beaches and diving opportunities, some- 
times the best reefs are the ones you can dive 
enough to get familiar with. In spite of its ease of 
accessibility and lack of a catchy name, Habitat Reef 
is clearly one of the nicest dives on Curacao. Any- 
one planning a trip to this somewhat undiscovered 


diving island should consider checking out Habitat 
and its incredible “backyard.” IN 
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wrecks and towering walls life flourish in harmony. 


form an unusual world for Our dense coral reef is the 


you. to explore. star of our island. nie 





By 


harming Dutch architecture 
reflects the past in clear blue waters. 


But on our secluded cove beaches 





there is no concept of time. 





bove the sea our island : 
-For more information a 


sparkles. Local restaurants | 
call your travel planner or : 


l 9 
mag Rem OU NEI CUYE 1-800-3-Curacao, ext. 713. 
been around the world. | 
Internet: | ef 
Casinos and clubs 





http://www.interknowledge.com/ curacao 


electrify the night. 














AQUA DIVING 
CURACAO 


PECIALIZED IN SHORE 
DIVING 
¢ Close to most spectacular dive sites 
¢ Personalized & friendly dive 
atmosphere. 
¢ Small groups, safety and personal 
attention. 
¢ Our staff will make your dive exper- 
ience in Curacao an easy, safe and 
enjoyable one! Full service facility 
e Dive & accommodation packages 
e Instruction ¢ Night & wreck diving 
¢ Shore diving ¢ Photo & video 
e Rental e Sales 


COME AND JOIN US FOR 
SHORE DIVING! 


011-599-9-649700 


FAX: 011-599-9-649288 
EMAIL: divecur@ibm.net 


RED SAIL SPORTS 


At the Sonesta Beach 
Hotel and Casino 


he newest dive operation 

on Curacao is Red Sail 
Sports. Their Pro 42 custom dive 
boat will speed you to dive sites 
— from Curacao Underwater 
Park to West Point. Stay at the 
Sonesta Beach Hotel on 
Piscadera Bay and avail yourself 
of Red Sail’s dive expertise . 
From advanced certifications to 
a wide variety of diving options 
for personal and professional 
service go with Red Sail. 


800-255-6425 


ee: 
red sai sports. 
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LIONS DIVE HOTEL 
AND MARINA 


an you really get it all in 
Cc. one place? At Lions Dive 


Hotel and Marina you can. 
From Underwater Curacao, a 
five-star dive facility offering 
everything from big roomy 
boats to instruction, video 
rental, multilingual 
divemasters and more, to an 
air-conditioned health and 
fitness center, to the largest 
white sand beach on the 


011-599-9-618100 


island, to great food, all the 
other watersports you could 
want and the premier tourist 
attraction on Curacao - the 
Seaquarium right next door - 
Lions Dive Hotel and Marina 
has the “lions share” of 
Curacao’s action. For more 
information and reservations 
contact: Lions Dive Hotel 
and Marina; fax 011-599-9- 
618200. 





uracao 


is | THE BREAKAWAY FROM THE EVERYDAY 
Dive Hotels and Operators 


PRINCESS 
DIVERS 


At the Princess Beach 
Resort & Casino A 
Crowne Plaza Resort 


rom the East End to West 
Point and all of Klein 


Curacao, Princess Divers, a Peter 
Hughes Dive Shop, with their 35- 
foot cat and 41-foot monohull 
can dive them all. Located 5 
minutes out of Wilemstad on the 
white-sand beach of the Princess 
Beach Resort, this PADI 5 Star 
facility offers full service sales, 
instruction, rentals, photo 
processing and more. Princess 
Divers, a jewel in Curacao’s 
diving crown. For more 
information: 


800-327-3286 
800-9DANCER 








CARIBBEAN 
TOURS 


OR-THE BESTE 

LAND/AIR PKGS. 
and all your Dive 
Travel arrangements 
call the Curacao 
professionals... 


(Gradonna 
(Zaribbean 
CCSOUTS i 








U.S.A. & Canada 
FAX 407-682-6000 














CARADONNA 


800-328-2288 


EDEN ROC DIVE CENTER 


[s) ur PADI 5 STAR facility 
offers boat, shore and 
unique HELICOPTER DIVES to 
the top dive sites and some 
secrets of CURACAO! 
Our specialty: 
guided SNORKEL TOURS! 
After diving and snorkeling 
relax at the 
HOLIDAY BEACH HOTEL 
located 3’ from historic center of 
town. Enjoy the sandy 
COCONUT BEACH, child care 
and pool, or try your fortune at 
the casino. 


direct line phone/fax: 
011-599-9-628878 


800-444-5244 


E-mail: edenroc@ibm.net 
http://www.antyrus.com/dive 
/edenroc.html 





ll 
eascape located at the 
Curacao Caribbean Hotel & 
Casino, is a first class dive and 
watersports operation. Reef, wall, 
wreck, night and shore diving. If 
you never thought of diving 
Curacao...think again. 


Winter packages start from US $429 
PP DBL-OCC. 3 Nts/4 dives (valid 
till 4/17/97). Free kayak use! 











For information or reservations: 
Call your dive travel professional 
or contact: 

Curacao Caribbean 
Hotel & Casino/Seascape. 
Fax: 011-599-9-625846. 
Email: MONTOO@ibm.NET 





a me ‘ 
Curacao Caribbean 
Hotel & Casino 


011-599-9-625000 





(ULTIMATE DIVE ADVENTURE 
WLLL CTA 
i 3 Dm * 


|g 
Choose Your Own 
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NEY 


10 Day 


Dive Adventure for Two to Fiji or Cocos Island! 


PRIZE #1 
$6500 Value! 


evin Gai Sweeney 


Visit the ove S eae 
dive paradise aboard the 


; % % 
Fil 

luxurious Nai’a. i | 

Nowhere else will you find diving as pristine and as beautiful! 

Fiji offers the ultimate adventure in paradise. Aboard the 


Nai’a, you explore shallow coral gardens in crystal clear waters, 


towering walls and dense “bommies” filled with caves and 
crevasses. You encounter exotic reef life and awesome pelagics. 
Accommodations include fine gourmet dining, private suites 
with private bath and AC, on-board E-6 processing, a machin- 
ist available for camera repairs and an attentive crew commit- 
ted to service. Your adventure aboard the Nai’a is one you'll 
never forget! Mail your entry today! 


Official Rules. No purchase necessary. To enter and subscribe/ 
renew, complete and mail your official entry form according to 
directions published. Entries must be received by 6/1/97. Winners 
selected in random drawing on 6/15/97, notified by mail and may 
be required to complete and return affidavit of eligibility or alter- 
nate will be selected. Odds of winning dependent upon the num- 
ber of entries received, prizes are non-transferable. No substitution 
for prizes offered except due to availability, then a prize of equal or 
greater value will be substituted. Open to residents of US, 18 years 
or older except employees and families of World Publications and 
participating manufacturers. Taxes the responsibility of winners. 
Void where prohibited. All Federal, State and local laws apply. 
Winners release sponsor and manufacturers from liability connect- 
ed with use of prize and also release the use of their names for pub- 
licity without additional compensation (except where prohibited.) 
Send a self-addressed stamped envelope for winners list, 

available after 6/30/97 to: World Publications 
Sweepstakes Winners, 330 W. Canton Ave., 
Winter Park, FL 32789. 

















¢ Sea & Sea camera with strobe set 
¢ Sea Vision mask (prescriptions 


¢ Dacor BC, regulator and snorkel 
¢ Pelican camera equipment case 
* Body Glove wetsuit 





Photo: Jay Ireland/Georgicnne Bradley 


Pr Re Explore exciting Cocos Island 
| ‘OS IS LA aboard either the Sea Hunter 
5 | y) a4 or UnderSea Hunter. 


Diving off of Cocos Island is just short of unbelievable! Known 
for its exciting encounters with pelagics, it’s considered by 
many divers as the ultimate destination for exploring large, 
uncommon marine life. You dive off one of two live-aboards, 
the Sea Hunter or UnderSea Hunter and explore beautiful 
coral reefs, schools of hammerheads, giant moray eels, manta 
rays, green turtles and more! Both ships offer luxurious modern 
conveniences, comfortable private staterooms with private 
baths and AC, photography labs and excellent meals. 
Experience the best diving of your life. Mail your entry today! 





TT Oe | 
TH $9,200! 
e Citizen dive watch 
¢ Cochran dive computers 
¢ SeaSoft dive weights 
¢ Akona backpack 
¢ Force Fins 


DIVER 
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DIVING FREEDOM’ 


CAPTAIN DON’S 
HABITAT - BONAIRE 


abitat is diving-first and 

foremost. Incredible 24- 
hour shore diving is just 90 feet 
from Habitat’s pier. Our 
world-class reefs are lush, alive 
and thriving with sea life and 
our boats are uncrowded. 
Habitat is praised as a divers 
paradise by novices and 
experienced divers alike. 
Accommodations include your 
choice of oceanfront villas, 
rooms, junior suites and 
cottages. Overlooking our 
reefs, you'll relax and enjoy 
our oceanfront restaurant, bar, 
pool and beach. Come 
experience the home of diving 
freedom. 
e Air and Land Dive packages 
from $996* 


HABITAT CURACAO 
pao on the Southwest 
coast of Curacao, just 
minutes away from the best 
diving sites on the island. 
Habitat Curacao offers 56 
oceanfront deluxe junior suites 
and 20 oceanview cottages. 
Each unit features fully 
equipped kitchenettes and 
patios. A multi-terraced 
restaurant and bar, swimming 
pool, beach and a free town 
shuttle awaits our guests. The 
diving operation is a PADI 
training and instructor 
development center offering 
boat and beach dives daily and 
24-hour unlimited shore diving 
and snorkeling. 
e Air and Land Dive packages 
from $953* 


Call Habitat’s exclusive North American 
representative MADURO DIVE FANTA-SEAS: 


800-327-6709 


FAX: 305-438-4220 
E-MAIL: maduro@netpoint.net 
http://www.empg.com/maduro 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/habitat 


CAPTAIN DONS 


HABITAT 


BONAIRE N.A. 








on , a Habitat Curacao 


Curacao, Netherlands Antilles 


* rates based on quad occupancy 
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Sea turtles outlived 
the dinosaurs. 
But will they 
survive your next 
Shrimp salad? 


Shrimp is America's favorite seafood. 
But our taste for shrimp is driving 
endangered sea turtles to extinction. 
That's because much of the shrimp we 
eat is still caught in nets without 
safety devices that let sea turtles 
escape before they drown. 





An estimated 150,000 sea turtles were 
killed in nets last year. More than 
4,300 slaughtered sea turtles have 
washed up on US beaches in the last 
two years alone. 


By federal law, all shrimp caught in 
US waters or imported from other 
countries must be caught in nets 
equipped with simple escape hatches 
called Turtle Excluder Devices 
(TEDs). Good shrimpers obey the law, 
but too many others try to evade it. 


YOU CAN HELP! 












It is public pressure -- consumer 
pressure -- that will ultimately save 
the sea turtles. Earth Island Institute 
has set standards for 
Turtle-Safe™ 
shrimp and is 
working closely 
with responsible 
shrimpers to end 
this needless killing. 








Earth Island Institute 





Ask for Turtle-Safe shrimp where you 
dine and shop, and return the coupon 
below. Help us rescue rare and 
endangered sea turtles -- one shrimp 
salad at a time. 





--------- 


[-] Send me an action kit. 


_! 


| [-] I'm enclosing my tax-deductible 
contribution of _ $15 __ $25 





\ __ $50 __ $100 other 

| 

| NAME 

| 

l CITY STATE ZIP 
RETURN TO: 


Sea Turtle Restoration Project 
Earth Island Institute 
PO Box 400 
Forest Knolls, CA 94933 
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onaire, the self-proclaimed diver’s 

paradise: I was so familiar with the 

island from all the magazine press 
that I felt as if I knew it well, even though I had yet 
to visit it. 

Our plane landed well after dark, so I didn’t 
get a real look at the place until the following morn- 
ing. Our home for this trip was Buddy Dive — a 
new resort nestled between the Bonaire stalwarts 
of The Sand Dollar Resort and Captain Don’s Habi- 
tat. I rose early the following morning and rushed 
to the balcony to have my first 
good look at Bonaire while my 
wife, Sharon, struggled to heat 
water for our first cups of coffee 
using a microwave flaunting 
cryptic, Dutch icons and instruc- 
tions. 

As my eyes feasted on the 
clear blue Caribbean practically 
at our doorstep and the small 
island of Klein Bonaire beckon- 
ing a short distance away, I 
noticed a pair of birds flitting 
about on one of the large cacti 
situated on the premises. A quick 
glance at a guide to Bonaire pro- 
vided a positive I.D. — a 
Caribbean paraqeet. Another 
small bird landed on 
the balcony of the 
room next door — a 
bananaquit. 

So, before my 
first cup of java on my 
first visit to Bonaire, I 
had seen two species 
of wildlife I had never 
seen before — with 
funky spellings to 
boot. 

It took us little 
time to make our way 
to the efficient dive operation at Buddy Dive. After 
paperwork formalities, we were encouraged to 
make a dive at the reef in front of the resort, appro- 
priately named Buddy’s Reef, before we started with 
any boat or remote shore diving. We knew, of 
course, that this dive was to assure the Buddy Dive 
personnel that we posed no extraordinary threat to 
ourselves or the reef, and we were anxious to get 
it over with so we could move on to the good stuff. 
We shouldn’t have been so presumptuous. 

The lip of Buddy’s Reef starts a scant 150 feet 
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from the Buddy Dive pier and slopes gently to 
depths beyond 100 feet. We were first impressed 
by the health of the coral, and then by the abun- 
dance of life on the reef. The dive reminded me of 
the fanciful depictions on those “dive the 
Caribbean” T-shirts where every possible fish in the 
ocean is bunched together: Large spotted morays 
lurked in crevices; tiger groupers lined up at clean- 
ing stations; swarms of chromis clouded our vision; 
juvenile spotted drums swam in little circles while 
their parents hid in the shadows; a gang of ruffian 


A tiger grouper at a cleaning station. 


blue tangs rushed in to wreak havoc on coral head 
after coral head. The dive was a Who’s-Who of 
Caribbean diving, an overabundance of the ordi- 
nary. 

While we did eventually dive several sites on 
Klein Bonaire and elsewhere on the main island 
of Bonaire, I found myself returning again and 
again to Buddy’s Reef. I dove it every night of my 
stay on the island, often in the close company of 
large tarpon and tarpon snook; and the night shift 
was as plentiful and varied as the day diving had 
been. Anemones with resident shrimp abounded, 
arrow crabs postured from the coral, and even an 
orange ball anemone was found right in front of 
the resort. 

Even a sleepwalker will eventually find a good 
dive site on Bonaire. That being the case, why not 
dive where home is? nw 


Story & photo 
by Clay Coleman 









THE DIVE 
WAS A WHO'S 
WHO OF 
CARIBBEAN 
DIVING 
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Certification-Instructor cross over 
~ Accessible Travel 


You can help the Handicapped Scuba 
Association make diving safe and 
enjoyable for everyone regardless of 
their physical abilities. Join the HSA 
Sea Life Membership Program now and 
get a charter membership T-shirt, an 
HSA dive log, an official membership 


card and a subscription to our quarterly 
newsletter featuring articles on 
accessible dive destinations, special 
events, group trips, equipment and 
more. Your contribution will go 
towards scuba education, 
rehabilitation outreach programs and 
accessibility projects all designed for 
people with special needs. 


Handicapped Scuba Association 
Sea Life Memberships 
34 8th Ave. #4C 
- New York, NY 10014 
@ | Phone/Fax (212) 727-2118 
Price Includes: E-mail SUEHSANY @AOL.COM 
¢ Roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire « Airport/ Handicapped Scuba Association is a 501(c) 3 corporation. All 
Hotel transfers * Welcome cocktail Six buffet breakfasts donations are tax deductible. 
e Tax & Service charge on room and meals ¢ Six days 
of diving e One 1-tank guided boat dive per day 
¢ One night boat dive as available ¢ Unlimited airfills SOUTH CORIBBEAOAN 
for shore diving Discounts on Budget Car Rentals 


oO Wednesday direct flight : . ‘a : 
t $ Se Sik | deparitesonke 7 NTS The following is a partial list 


























dbl.occ. valid 4/15/97-12/15/97. | «+Of dive shops and operators 
For travel other days of the week, add-ons from $70. For non-diver — a 

companion deduct $189. Upgrade to 12 boat dive pkg. add $80. in the South Caribbean 
Weekend departures from Atlanta add $148. ¢ Call for our low rates 


from your home city. Certain restrictions and blackout periods apply —~ “BONAIRE | vanpewiet 
¢ Not included: U.S. & Bonaire ticket and departure taxes nor : ueunat numa casas 
$10 Marine Park Fee. PHOTO: © CHRIS CRUMLEY/ EARTH WATER STOCK | SUNSET RESORTS/ 011-599-9-625000; 
CARADONNA FAX: 011-599-9- 
CARIBBEAN TOURS  —=— 925846 
800-328-2288; 
FAX: 407-682-6000 le Shrines age eg 
ys ; CENTER 
N.A. PO. Box 3299/Longwood, FL 32779 : 800-444-5244; 
407-774-9000/FAX 407-682-6000 MPCURACAO . 
BREN oe eS SS COPH/FAX: 011-599-9- 
guerre = — USA CAN: 800/328-2288 628878 
AQUA DIVING 
CURACAO LIONS DIVE HOTEL 
011-599-9-649700; & MARINA 
FAX: 011-599-9- 011-599-9-618100; 
649288 FAX: 011-599-9- 
618200 
CAPTAIN DON’S 
HABITAT PRINCESS BEACH 
800-327-6709 RESORT/PETER 
HUGHES DIVING 
CARADONNA 800-327-3286, 800- 
CARIBBEAN TOURS 9DANCER; 
800-328-2288; FAX: 203-831-0817 
FAX: 407-682-6000 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
800-255-6425 
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Story by Nelson Campbell 





ith no crowds and no beaches, Saba 

is a sanctuary possessed of 

unequaled natural beauty and 
superior diving. It is a haven that has escaped ram- 
pant commercialism while still maintaining a com- 
fortable infrastructure to support the traveling diver. 
Saba lies only 28 miles south of St. 
Maartens but its sense of remoteness 
and pastoral-yet-rugged elegance are 
due to its alpine landscape and inti- 
mate scale, not a result of its locale. 

As you fly toward Saba on the 
small DeHavilland STOL (Short Take 
Off and Landing), its promontory 
Mount Scenery will likely be partially 
obscured by clouds. You may find 
yourself wondering if Michael Crich- 
ton visited this island while conceiv- 
ing Jurassic Park. 

Saba’s airstrip is the shortest 
commercial runway in the world, only 1,200 feet 
long. You can’t miss the sheer cliff on three sides, 
but you better hope you do. If you ever imagined 
yourself making aircraft carrier landings after last 
watching Top Gun, this is as close as you can get 
without going to flight school. It’s also better than 
any ride at Disneyland, if only because it’s the real 
thing. When the time has come for your departing 
flight, be sure to look out the window and down 
for that moment the cliff drops off below the plane 
for an instant rush of vertigo. 

Diving on Saba goes well beyond the walls and 
patch reefs usually found offshore of the better- 
known Caribbean islands. The volcanic activity that 
brought Saba from the deep also formed other 
mountains that failed in their quest for the surface. 
These seamounts, peaking at 90 to 100 feet below 
the surface, are little more than a quarter-mile off- 
shore. The deep currents of the open ocean, strik- 
ing these underwater pinnacles, cause an upwelling 
of nutrient-laden waters. This movable feast attracts 
schools of tropicals, close by the pinnacles’ coral 
heads, and cruising pelagic fishes rarely seen by 
sport divers in such number and so close to shore. 

On a pinnacle dive, anything can happen. 
Large green and hawksbill turtles are often seen 
broaching the surface and resting on the underwa- 
ter ledges. An escort of barracuda, rainbow runners, 
yellow tail snapper and large horse-eye jacks feed- 
ing on thimble jellies, or other mid-water cnidari- 
ans, will accompany your descent. Shimmering bait- 
fish, tailed by their persecutors — large Nassau 
groupers, smaller tiger groupers, permits and bar 
jacks — are commingled with a polychromatic 
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cloud of wrasse, angelfish, chromis, butterflyfish, 
hamlets, basslets and damselfish wherever the cur- 
rent flows the strongest. With all this commotion, 
those graceful and sleek predators inhabiting the 
apogee of the Caribbean Sea’s food chain — the 
blacktips and reef sharks — will often appear from 
the blue to remind you who presides 
over the pinnacles when the divers 
depart. If you restrain your desire to 
swim toward them, you may be 
rewarded with a leisurely, close pass. 

Even more leisurely nurse 
sharks, some very large and equally 


ee eS eee aa 


Lush — and healthy — hard and soft corals abound. 


indolent, rest among the corals. Your safety stop 
may be interrupted by a visit from ocean triggerfish, 
a 6- foot wahoo, or a small tuna rocketing by in pur- 
suit of a group of flat needlefish. 

Another of Saba’s signature dive sites is Dia- 
mond Rock, a hulking stone pyramid colored white 
by untold years of service as a perch for feeding 
avians. A typical dive profile at the Rock would 
begin with an 80-foot descent to the sandy bottom 
that surrounds it. Large stingrays casually look you 
over during the short swim to the rock face. The 
sides of the stone monolith are covered with hard 
and soft corals of all descriptions. In the cracks 
along the face, large orange and purple-tipped 





SABA IS 5 
SQUARE 
MILES IN 

AREA BUT 
SOARS TO A 
HIGH POINT 

OF 2,855 
FEET 


SPORT DIVER 87 











ne 





M/S TROPIC SUN 


he TROPIC SUN is the roomiest 
live-aboard in the Caribbean. 
165 ft long and 40 ft wide, she has 
large air conditioned outside cabins, 
with 3x4 ft picture windows and 
private bathrooms with showers. 
Between Grenada and St. Vincent you 
will dive the Grenadines and Tobago 
Cays. Unlimited air fills are available. 
Non-divers can get a scuba 
introduction or full certification. Enjoy 
great food and relax with a drink at 
our outdoor bar, overlooking the reefs. 
Call 1-800-327-8223 for more 
information or reservations. 


Tel: 954-491-0333 Fax: 954-772-9340 


800-327-8223 


os AQUANAUT CRUISE LINE 






















British Virgin 
Islands 


RSVP 
#20 


SHIWARA 


harter Shiwara, your own 
Cc luxury 63’ yacht. Dive when 
and where you choose, while 
being pampered by your yacht- 
master, skipper and divemaster 
chef. Enjoy wind-surfing, water- 
skiing, sailing, snorkeling or simply 
relaxing in a quiet, private cove. 
Prices include cordon bleu meals 
and fine wines. Call Ed Hamilton & 
Co. for more information on 
Shiwara or other fine yachts and 
see why we book more Caribbean 
charters than any other brokerage: 
(800) 621-7855. 


800-621-7855 
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giant anemones sway in the current, har- 
boring within their tentacles both Ped- 
erson cleaning shrimp and the more 
numerous squat anemone shrimp. As 
you make your circuit around Diamond 
Rock, juvenile barracuda slip in close 
with their mouths agape at this intrusion 
into their territorial waters. Flip onto 
your back and, silhouetted above, a sea 
turtle sidles by slowly and unconcerned. 
Uncounted black durgon and blue tang 
shift to and fro with the surge crashing 
into the Rock. If there is a place with 
more action packed into one dive site, 
I'd like to find it. 

After the pinnacles, or Diamond 
Rock, you may think Saba has little left 
to dazzle with. That feeling soon fades 
when the surface interval ends and you 
glide downto Tent -Réet. If Paul 
Humann labels it “uncommon” to “rare” 
in the Caribbean, a sharp eye has a fair 
chance of spotting it on the coral wall 
of Tent Reef. In only one dive there can 
be found an impressive array of crea- 
tures glimpsed once, if at all, on any 
other Caribbean island. A representative 
score card encompasses a large porcu- 
pine fish, peacock flounder, a scorpi- 
onfish, a very large coral crab, a gold 
spotted eel, several species of juvenile 
angelfish, two white-nosed pipefish, 
four flamingo tongues, a pair of juve- 
nile spotted drum, four green turtles — 
and a partridge in a pear tree. (Got 
you!) A black jack, unexpectedly large 
for such shallow waters, can be found 
with his co-inhabitants, a black margate, 
a trio of dog snappers and many squir- 
relfish, hovering under a large over- 
hang. Yellowhead jawfish poke out of 
their sand caverns between coral- 
encrusted boulders. 

Tent Reef is also a popular night 
dive, and night dives on Saba can only 
be described as awesome. There is the 
usual exhibition of feeding coral polyps, 
cocooned parrotfish, octopus, lobster 
and moray eels on the hunt, but another, 
truly metaphysical spectacle that well 
befits a night dive, remains hidden to all 
but the intrepid diver willing to turn off 
his light well away from the spoiling 
torches of his companions. Minutes after 
he settles to the sandy bottom, and from 
seemingly nowhere, ethereal lights, an 
incandescent blue, begin to spiral up 
from the coral heads in wondrous pro- 
fusion. Where before there was nothing, 
the blue lights spark from all sides, 
above, and out into the inky blackness. 
Eerie, but enchanting, these ctenophores 
make George Lucas’ science fiction films 





aba, pronounced “Say-bah,” is 
the smallest of the Dutch 
Caribbean islands. The popula- 
tion numbers approximately 1,200. 
Even though Dutch is the official lan- 
guage, English is universally spoken. 
U.S. dollars are readily accepted as 
are major credit cards. The average 
daytime temperature is 80 throughout 
the year. At night, particularly in the 
winter, it can fall to the low 60s. The 
higher elevations can also be windy, 
accentuating any drop in temperature. 
The water temperature varies from a 
winter’s mild low of 78 to a summer's 
high of 84. Visibility tends to average 
100-125 feet in the winter, and 75- 
100 feet in the summer, but with less 
consistency due to sporadic plankton 
blooms. In winter, the seas are some- 
times rougher than summer’s flat, 
calmer days. With Saba’s scant 42 
inches of rainfall annually, your div- 
ing isn’t likely to be marred by rain 
and visibility-reducing runoff. How- 
ever, during the late summer and 
early fall hurricane season, the nor- 
mally ideal summer conditions may 
change radically according to the 
vagaries of these warm-water 
cyclones. Saba has a recompression 
chamber located at Fort Bay, the 
island’s only protected anchorage and 
pier. Winair provides daily flight ser- 
vice from St. Maartens. U.S. and 
Canadian citizens are required only to 
show proof of citizenship, such as a 
driver’s license. Other visitors must 
provide a passport. Electricity is 
110/60 as in the U.S. 








amateurish by comparison. 

That Saba still possesses such an 
abundance of life and healthy corals is 
a testament to the perseverance of 
Saban conservationists who established 
the Saba Marine Park in 1987. A notable 
achievement, the park is one of the few 
self-supporting marine parks in the 
world, and has installed 36 permanent 
mooring buoys. Located on Saba’s lee- 
ward side where most of best diving lies, 
the park extends from the shoreline to 
200 feet down. 

The Marine Park’s continued suc- 
cess and vigilant preservation of the rare 
treasure that is Saba is something we all 
must hope for and help. ~ 
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Explore the Caribbean’s most 
spectacular diving. Dive with small 
groups and our experienced and 
enthusiastic dive team. Enjoy our 
restaurant, bar and boutique. 
Open daily! 

FAX: 011-599-4-63397 
E-Mail: diving@sabadeep.com 
http://www.sabadeep.com/~diving 


011-599-4-63347 
RSVP #282 


DIAiIns 
AMeLS 
SABA 


Romantic Victorian Inn with sweeping 
ocean/mountain views. Charming 
deluxe rooms with antique 4-poster 
beds and canopies. Cliffside pool/bar 
and alfresco dining room. 
http://saba-online.com 
E-mail: sabacq@aol.com 


212-289-1931 fax 


800-883-SABA 


RSVP #283 


Saba is a small, lush, tropical island in 
the Northeastern Caribbean. Quaint 
guest houses invite travelers to explore 
the rich flora surrounding their hillside 
villagaes. The Saba Marine Park main- 
tains healthy marine life on their 30 
permanent dive sites. 


PHONE: 011-599-4-62231/62322 
FAX: 011-599-4-62350 
http://www.turq.com/saba 


800-SABA-DWI 
RSVP #285 


THE GATE HOUSE 
Six charming rooms nestled into the lush 
mountainside village of Hell’s Gate. 
Spectacular views of surrounding islands 
and sea from the pool deck. Warm and 
friendly atmosphere, superior service in a 
comfortable setting. 
SABA PHONE: ()11-5994-62416 
FAX: 011-5994-62550 
E-MAIL: SabaGate@aol.com 
http://members.aol.com.travelsaba/ 


108-354-9641 
RSVP #284 
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Tel: 407-774-9000 
Fax: 407-682-6000 
Custom packages, including air 
and lowest prices. 


Experts in Scuba Dive Travel 
E-mail: caradonna@aol.com 
Website: caradonna.com 
U.S.A. & CANADA 


800-328-2288 


RSVP #286 


ONE STOP TRAVEL SHOP 
Dive Groups ¢ Airfare 
Private Charters. 


Assi Ve Caabike ak 


We work with all hotels, 
villas, dive operators, 
on-island facilities. 


E-mail: divesaba@aol.com 
www.ghgcorp.com/divesaba 


_  1-800-883-SABA 


RSVP #281 
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SEAZ/ZABA DIVE CENTER 


Dive the Sea Saba difference! 
Since 1985, 8 experienced, all-instructor 
crew; best boats: 40’ for uncrowded 
comfort; relaxed schedule 
and great packages. 

Ask about our new ‘97 excursions! 


800-883-SABA or 800-328-2288 
http://www.3routes.com/scuba/seasaba.html 
E-mail: seasaba@aol.com 


Fax: 011-599-46-2362 
011-599-46-2246 
RSVP #287 


JULIANA’S 


A group of 10 charming guest rooms 
and one quaint cottage, complete with 
restaurant and pool. Quiet and 
comfortable with an ambience of 
“Old World”. Each unit has a view 
of the ocean. 

Fax: 011-599-4-62389 
U.S.: 800-883-Saba 


Go Diving: 800-328-5285 


011-599-4-62269 


RSVP #280 








INTRODUCING OUR EXPANDED FLEET OF FIRST CLASS LIVEABOARDS 


Full Course 
Sit-Down Dining 


Choose from 7 State-of-the-art 
Liveaboard Cruisers 


Spacious Rooms 
with ensuite facilities 


L>{-}i74=" [ceed 


BayisiandS 
WLS CCEICCES 


Top-Notch 
Dive racked 


p ache 305-6 59-9391 spake : 305.669. ae 9475 L- 


6851 Muu, Sui Suite 907 (@oiel (eb ee a OlGeE JURY 7 SRACG 
CHECK OUR INTERNET PAGE FOR PERIODIC SPECIALS 


Internet: hittp:/www.peterhughes.com 





British Virgin 
Islands 


RSVP 
#23 


YACHT PROMENADE 


njoy a very special vacation on 
[3 Promenade, in the spectacular 
British Virgin Islands. A luxury 
cruise to suit both divers and 
companions too. Superb food, five 
star service, 20’ launch, kayaks, 
waterskis, sailing dinghy, skibob 
and more. Sail to new islands and 
great dive sites each day. Relax on 
beautiful beaches and in tranquil 
coves. Private cruises for 6 to 12 
guests or reserve just 1 stateroom. 
Rates for divers, non-divers, groups 
and families. 


U.S. address: PROMENADE CRUISES, 
Box 4065, St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 00803. 


Tel 809-494-3853 / Fax 809-494-5577. 


E-Mail: promcruz@caribsurf.com 
http://www.yachtpromenade.com 


800-526-5503 
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St. Thomas 


RSVP 
#288. 


ADMIRALTY 
DIVE CENTER 


Dp ive the famous wrecks of 
St.Thomas and stay at the 


Windard Passage Hotel overlooking 


the picturesque harbor of Charlotte 
Amalie, one block from duty free 
shopping. Free airport shuttle and free 
daily beach shuttle. 

No cattle boat diving. Comfortable, 
safe, and fast 6 pack boats take only 
minutes to get you to WIT Shoal and 
many other wrecks and reefs. 

Call now to book your dive vacation: 
Phone/Fax 809-777-9802 


800-524-7389 
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The Last Buccaneer 
Water Sports 














Caubile CehCt@priciilchesaedtelit 


“ALWAYS MORE BUBBLES 
FOR YOUR BUCKS” 


COKI BEACH 
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DIVE CLUB 
ST. THOMAS, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Resort Dives ¢ Certification Classes 
Certified Reef Tours ¢ Night Dives 
St. Thomas’ most convenient diving, 
plus our new retail shops right on 
the road to Coki Beach. 
BETTER THAN MOST BOAT DIVES 


800-474-COKI 
809 775-4420 
RSVP #7 


SEA TRADE Ltd. 


St. Thomas, USVI 
Dive the enchanting wreck of the 
“Wit Shoal” plus 58 other unique sites 
just minutes from our shop. 
Our custom 32 ft. dive boat carries 













you in shaded comfort to gorgeous 
reefs and exciting wrecks. 
Finest PADI instruction 
809-777-9600 Fax 
E-MAIL: diveUSVI@aol.com 


809-774-2001 
RSVP #269 
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ye Oday, class, we are going to discuss 

world-class diving in the Caribbean. 

d Naturally, the prime location that 

comes to mind is ... the U.S. Virgin Islands. No? You 

say St. Thomas has lost a bit of its luster? Oh, those 

blasted hurricanes. And overdiving’s been a prob- 

lem? Well, you just come along with me and we'll 

explore some new adventures and some new ways 
to look at the world-class diving in the USVI. 

Our first stop will be wall diving just a few feet 
off the north shore beaches of St. Croix. Snorkel out 
100 yards, then drop down 30 feet to the bottom 
and cruise along for 50 or 75 yards through the 
abundant coral (no hurricane damage here) till you 
are at the healthy, intriguing wall that is home to 14 
designated dive sites. Brightly colored fish are in 
abundance and the reef bristles with life. Turtles 
thrive here and there are over 150 varieties of eels. 

This wall descends to 3,200 feet and there are 
several dive companies along the beach that offer 
complete facilities including full gear rental, guides 
and instruction. 

Now we head to St. Thomas’ 
capital. Yes, Charlotte Amalie is still 
somewhat shabby looking, but ‘neath 
the briny is a world like no other. 

Our first dive here will be a 
search for tarpon. These fish may 
weigh 50 pounds (and sometimes 
reach 200), and are attracted to dive 
lights that also draw small fish. One 
of their favorite hangouts is Coki 
Point on St. Thomas’ East End — 
home of the hurricane-ravaged Coral 
World Marine Park and St. Thomas’ 
best, most convenient beach dive. 

Since tarpon are drawn to divers after the sun 
goes down, we make our very easy, very safe beach 
entry around dusk and surface-swim over the sand 
and fringe corals. On our way to depth — only 
some 55 to 65 feet — we pass curious and hungry 
stingrays, barracuda and more. 

Aiming your light into the reef, you peer 
intently at a wicked-looking moray eel or curiously 
ugly sea cucumber, perhaps even a luminous squid. 
You swing your light above, and all of a sudden it 
hits upon a shimmering silver wall. Let me intro- 
duce you to Mr. Tarpon and a bunch of his friends. 

Go ahead, touch the fish’s side. These gentle 
beasts will swim so close to you that you merely 
have to reach out to feel the slippery skin with its 
large scales. The tarpon will follow you until they 
lose interest. You continue your dive along the reef 
at Coki Point. 
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Story by Rebecca Bowers 
photos by Steve Stmonsen 





The West Indies Transport Shoal IT, at 80 feet, 
is as fine a wreck as any in the Caribbean. Never 
heard of it? That will change. But for now, WIT 
Shoal is known by few and dived by fewer. She was 
a Navy LST Canding ship tank) built in 1943 that 
worked as a freight boat until 1984’s Tropical Storm 
Klaus terminated her surface career. 

A reputable guide is essential to finding this 
wreck, as coordinates are not yet common knowl- 
edge. Jim McManus, who began Seatrade Ltd. in 
1974, knows her well. He first dived her in January 
1985 and has made more than 500 dives on her since. 

After entering through the pilothouse, you work 
your way down. This wreck is so thoroughly pene- 
trable, you can explore berth decks and open-air 
mess decks on your way down into the main holds. 
In the galley, there’s the gas stove, the counter on 
which potatoes were peeled, and in one cabin you 
can sit at a desk and “watch” television. 

But life goes on. Today a 4-foot barracuda lives 
in the pilothouse and you will be welcomed by the 
500-pound jewfish and 150-pound 
cubera snapper that have also taken up 
residence. 

But for now we must leave. Oh, 
yes, there is a great deal more to 
explore in these waters, but we 
savored what we saw, and have new 
memories ... and new plans to return 
to the Virgin Islands. nw 


ONE OF THE 
FAVORITE 
HANGOUTS 
FOR TARPON 
IS COKI POINT 
ON ST. 
THOMAS’ 
EAST END 
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Luxurious Liveaboard Diving 





PACE - Powerful sails for 
silent speed or twin diesels 
when the wind dies. 


Trimarine’s Cuan Law in the 


BVI and Lammer Law in the 
Galapagos are setting the 
highest standards in 
liveaboard diving. Two 
superb destinations, 
staterooms of over 100 sq ft., 
large private bathrooms, 
choice of twin or double 
beds, individual air 
conditioning or cool natural 
ventilation, attentive, 
knowledgeable and caring 


Crew. 





EASTERN CARIBBEAN 
The following is a partial list of dive shops 
and operators in the Eastern Caribbean 


LIVEABOARDS 
AQUANAUT CRUISE LINE 


305-491-0333; 
FAX: 305-772-9340 


PETER HUGHES DIVING 


305-669-9391; 
| FAX: 305-669-9475 


BVI 


: CUAN LAW 


: 800-648-3393; 
i FAX: 809-494-5774 
.  cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 


SHIWARA 
800-621-7855 







| YACHT PROMENADE 
( 800-526-5503; 
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FAX: 809-494-5577 
EMAIL ADDRESS: prom- 
cruz@caribsurf.com 
HTTP://www.yachtprome- 
nade.com 


PUERTO RICO _ 
DESECHEO DIVE & SURF 
787-823-0390 


COD setieiansts 0 82 CE 
CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS 
212-289-6031; 

FAX: 212-289-1931 
HTTP://saba-online.com 


CARADONNA CARIBBEAN 
TOURS 
800-328-2288; 

FAX: 407-682-6000 


GRACE 
SPACE 


PACE > 


GRACE - The beauty of sail 
combined with the best of 

diving. Galapagos and the 

British Virgin Islands. 


SPACE - The two largest 
trimarans in the world. The 
breadth of three hulls 
allows spaciousness and 


stability. 


cVvVi e are a PADI dive shop located on 

the west coast of Puerto Rico in 
Rincon, where the diving is world class. We 
specialize in dive packages to Desecheo 
Island with accommodations at Desecheo 
Inn, a fully-furnished condo rental overlook- 
ing Desecheo Island with an ocean view of 
El Faro lighthouse, beautiful sunsets, surfing, 
whales jumping, surrounding hills with 
undeveloped land for nature walks or horse- 
back riding. 3 days - 2 night Dive Special 
includes 2 days of diving, 2 tank dives, a free 
drink at the Calypso Bar, free fish barbecue 
at Desecheo Inn, and free Desecheo T-Shirt 
$198 p/p from May to Oct. ’97. 


phone: 1-787-823-0390 
fax: 1-888-823-0390 















































We'll Blow You Away! 


800-648-3393 





Fax (809) 494-5774 
CUAN LAW 


EMAIL ADDRESS: 
caradonna@aol.com 


DIVE SABA TRAVEL 
800-883-SABA 
www.ghgorp.com/divesaba 


THE GATE HOUSE 
708-354-9641; 

FAX: 708-352-1390 
EMAIL ADDRESS: saba- 
gate@aol.com 
HTTP://members.aol.com/ 
travelsaba/ 


JULIANA’S 
800-883-SAB 
FAX: 011-599-46-2389 


SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 
011-599-46-3347; 
FAX: 011-599-46-3397 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
diving@sabadeep.com 
HTTP://www.sabadeep.co 
m/~diving 





LAMMER LAW 


SPRL RPE PEELE EL OAS OE 


SABA TOURIST BUREAU 
1-800-SABA-DWI 


HTTP://www.turg.com/saba 


SEA SABA DIVE CENTER 
011-599-46-2246; 
FAX: 011-599-46-2362 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
seasaba@aol.com 


HTTP://www.3routes.com/ 


scuba/seasaba.html 


ADMIRALTY DIVE CENTER 


800-524-7389 


COKI BEACH DIVE CLUB 
800-474-COKI 


SEA TRADE LTD 
809-774-2001 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
diveusvi@aol.com 
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THE DRAW OF LA PAZ 


os Islotes, two connecting islands 
27 miles north from La Paz, Mexico 
are permanent breeding grounds 
for hundreds of sea lions and a lesser count of pel- 
icans, frigates and boobie birds, all of which create 
a din of protestation as we anchor close to the nar- 
row, guano-covered islands. Below us are massive 
blocks of basalt, cleaved by weathering in a distant 
millennium, askew on the ocean floor. Diving in, I 
move toward the shallow coast and into a thick 
band of sardines, which blocks my vision. I can only 
hear sea lions barking. Suddenly a 
large bull zips through the con- 
gestion of tiny fish and skims over 
my head. He’s protecting his cows 
and newborn pups, and keeps 
them at a safe distance by charg- 
ing above me. I get fairly close to 
the bull but, even on subsequent 
dives here, I’m unable to approach 
the cows or their young. 

We sail northeast and anchor 
at El Bajo, a series of submerged 
mounds, pinnacles and fossilized 
lava flows. Studies here reveal that 
the entire area is magnetized along 
a north-south axis, and that the 
intensity fluctuates wherever 
molten lava seeped up through 
cracks in the sea floor. 
Many species of large 
fish — jacks, pom- 
pano, snappers, sail- 
fish, marlin and scal- 
loped hammerhead 
sharks — are drawn to 
areas with the highest 
magnetism, but only 
hammerheads swim in 
concentric circles 
above the peaks and 
seamounts. The south 
mount is covered with 
encrusting sponges and sea fans, among which are 
nudibranchs, sea slugs, sea stars, sea cucumbers and 
even sea horses. The largest population of green 
moray eels I’ve ever seen live between craggy fis- 
sures at the center mound, while at the north mount, 
amberjacks are so thick they obliterate the sun. We 
ascend from our third dive at this site and I peer 
into the indigo depths to see a school of hammer- 
heads circling a pinnacle we explored moments 
before. 

We're just under way when our captain spots 
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a pod of pilot whales and, without hesitation, 
orders the pangas (dinghies) into the water. Mask, 
fins, snorkels and cameras are grabbed, divers pile 
into pangas, and for the next hour we resemble a 
team from Outward Bound, slipping into the 
plankton-rich water just ahead of the whales, 
which dive and emerge a hundred yards away. We 
clamber back into the pangas, repeat the sequence 
and each time see their tails slide beneath the sur- 
face of the calm sea. When a pod of dolphins 
appears, everyone snorkels after them, in a rush 





















wk, RS 
Mahogany snappers off La Paz. 


of excitement. But Luis Ruiz, a gentle bear of a 
man and crew member of 14 years, tells me to 
wait. He steers the panga to where he knows the 
whales are headed, and then gives me the signal 
to go. I ease into the water and dive down. There 
they are, 20 feet away. It’s awesome seeing these 
big, benign creatures pass in front of me and 
swoop into El Bajo’s depths. 

Scientists are not sure if a magnetic field is dan- 
gerous to the animal kingdom. Mankind, with its 
nets and pollutants, currently causes more harm to 
marine life than the field around El Bajo, where 
mammals and fish have been living for centuries. 
The force may extend to La Paz, and could be the 
reason I interpreted an aura I'd felt in the area as 
harmony between earth and water. Perhaps that 
force was the inspiration, 500 years ago, for its 
name, The City of Peace. nw 


Story & photo 
by Denise Mattia 


EL BAJO IS A 
SERIES OF 
SUBMERGED 
MOUNDS, 
PINNACLES 
AND 
FOSSILIZED 
LAVA FLOWS 
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Story & photo 
by Andrew Wood 


IN HAWAII 
IT’S BETTER 
TOTCALL AT 
SHORE 
DIVING SINCE 
MOST DIVING 
IS DONE 
FROM LAVA 
FORMATIONS 
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each diving is not usually my favorite 

way to dive: Walking across hot park- 

ing lots, hauling gear through surf and 
getting sand in my regulator are not things I usu- 
ally care to do. But whenever I visit the Big Island, 
most of my plunges are off the beach. 

Why does someone who has a general dislike 
for beach diving end up doing so many dives from 
shore here? One reason is that it is an inexpensive 
way to dive. Rental of a full tank of air in Hawaii is 
around $7. Throw a couple of sodas and snacks in 
the cooler and you have a day that is 
hard to beat for less than 20 bucks. 
Being able to choose where and 
when to dive is another appealing 
feature of shore diving. Since the Big 
Island has scores of shore dives, if 
one dive site looks blown out, there 
are more dive sites down the road. 

It is more correct to refer to 
beach diving in Hawaii as shore div- 
ing since much of the best diving is 
off of lava rock formations. This and 
the possibility of surf picking up dur- 
ing the dive makes it advisable to 
wear a full wetsuit. 

Here’s a quick look at a few shore dives on the 
Kona coast that the dive shops often recommend. 
(A word of caution: Watch your bottom time and 
depth when diving the Big Island.) 

PLACE OF REFUGE CHONAUNAU BAY) — Just 
south of town. This is a great place to start your 
shore-diving experience in Hawaii. A short walk 
across a smooth lava flow leads out to an easy entry, 
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a giant stride into about 15 feet of water. It’s also a 
great place for a night dive, and the shallows offer 
excellent snorkeling. For those who want to explore 
the depths, a short kick leads to a steep slope cov- 
ered in healthy, vibrant coral that drops to 100 feet. 

PUAKO — This is about 30 miles north of 
Kailua. According to Bill Moore, local scuba instruc- 
tor and boat captain, “There are several places to 
get in and pretty easy entry if the surf is coopera- 
tive. You can drive right up to the entry.” Capt. 
Moore says divers can expect some extensive coral, 
“and lots of mini-canyons and swim- 
throughs.” Bill informs me that this 
dive can be done shallow — less than 
60 feet — or the diver can “get farther 
out and drop into the abyss. There is 
not much there, except for the garden 
eels at around 100 feet,” he says. 

OLD AIRPORT — This site is 
practically in town. It has an easy entry 
and features a nice wall. 

LAALOA LAVA TUBE (OR “MILE 
4” ON ALII DRIVE) — This shallow 
dive is right in town, and offers arches 
: and formations to explore. 

Two reference books that are very useful when 
diving on the Big Island are Dick Dresie’s Let’s go 
Shore Dive ‘N’ on the Kona Coast and The Divers 
Guide to Hawati by Chuck Thorne and Lou Zitnik. 
Both provide detailed information about individual 
dive sites, including driving directions, entry and 
exit points, and what to expect both above and 
below water. Visiting one of Kona’s dive shops is 
also a smart idea before setting out. nw 
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ECOADVENTURES 


The premier scuba diving operation on 
the Big Island. PADI 5 Star Instructor 


Development Center and ANDI Nitrox 
Facility. All levels of education, 
introductory diving and full retail store. 


Two spacious vessels 
Daily 2-tank AM charters w/lunch 
Superfast afternoon Scuba Taxi 
Manta Mania night dives 
Long Range trips to remote areas 
Blue Water Excursions 

e Unsurpassed service. 


S575 Deluxe packages with 6 nights 

oceanview room, buffet breakfasts, 

rental car, 6 dives, marine life briefing. 
ecodive@bigisland.com 


800-949-DIVE (3483) 








PACIFIC 


_ The following is a partial list of 
_ dive shops and operators in the | 


Eastern pacific 


; EASTERN : 
(PACIFIC _  capy Nemors ocEAN | 
EMPORIUM ' 
pan accel 800-367-8088; 
NTURE FAX: 808-661-6688 
800-533-8452; EMAIL ADDRESS: gar- _ 
FAX: 541-385-3645 asaieaer oat 
EMAIL ADDRESS: i 
mrbillbaja@aol.com ECO ADVENTURES 
800-949-DIVE; 


| NEA MP SAUNA VON PS ES FAX: 808-329-7091 
‘GALAPAGOS 


EMAIL ADDRESS: eco- | 
dive@bigisland.com _ 
LAMMER LAW 
800-648-3393; FAX: HAWAIIAN DIVERS 
809-494-5774 1-800-525-7234 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
: 800-255-6425 
FI 
: SANDWICH ISLE 
TROPICAL DIVE DIVERS 
ENTERPRISES/ DIVE 888-743-3483 : 
MATAGI HTTP://www.aloha.net | 
800-362-8244; /~sandive 
FAX: 714-379-8061 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
matagi@netils.com 
DIVE KADAVU 
MATANA 


800-247-3483; 
FAX: 206-441-5431 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
103520.2014@com- 
puserve.com 
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SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 


We keep our charters small, six 
passengers maximum, to ensure that 
personal touch. Join us for a 
fascinating dive experience. Lava 
tubes, coral reefs, tropical fish and our 
calm warm waters will entice divers 
of every caliber. 


We are also a full service dive shop 
offering a wide variety of merchan- 
dise, rental gear, air fills and repairs. 
Sandwich Isle Divers is truly a “one 
stop dive shop”. If you enjoy diving, 
join us and explore the Kona Coast! 
sandive@aloha.net 


Toll Free 


HTTP://www.aloha.net/~sandive 
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Our Instructors Teach You. 
You Test Yourselfl 


Technical EANx e Advanced Deep Air 
EANx Cave e Technical Deep Air 
Trimix (University of the Oceans 

Certification) 


Diving Bell ¢ Shark Cage 
Blue Water Drift Dives 


HAWAIIAN 
DIVERS 


Hawaii’s Only Hi-Tech 
Dive Facility 


808-329-5662 


800-525-PADI 


Negron 
>» 
2S RI 


HI TECH DIVE FACILITY 









BAJA DIVING 
ADVENTURES 


= ocated in sleepy Buena Vista 
away from the busy tourist traps 


and close to some of the best dive 
sites in southern Baja. Our beachfront 
inn offers comfortable rooms with 
great ocean views, private baths, air 
conditioning and full breakfast. Plenty 
of non-diving activities are available 
on site as well, including kayaking, 
hobie cats, mountain biking, 
windsurfing, sport fishing or just 
check out one of our hammocks. For 
reservations— 


800-533-8452 


E-mail: 
mrbillbaja@aol.com 
Website: 

www .jtr.com/baja/ 
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Story & photo 


by Linda Richards 


I WASN’T 
EVEN 
THINKING OF 
THE EARLIER 
DIVE UNTIL 
THE 
MARCHING 
STARTED 
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INVISIBLE ENCOUNTERS 


s we approached the island of Gha- 

vatu in the central region of the 

Solomon Islands, Jim Light, one of 
the managers aboard the Bilikiki, briefed us on the 
site: It was to be a macrophotographer’s dream 
come true, and a potential bore to those seeking 
dramatic scenery and big marine life. The main 
stage for this show was a sandy bottom in 7 feet of 
water, which gently sloped to about 40 feet; aside 
from the pier and the remains of a plane, there was 
no reef to speak of. This was to be a critter dive of 
the smaller kind. 











Ghavatu had been the site of one of World War 
II’s fiercest battles, but for us the feature attractions 
were the sea life: several species of rare clownfish, 
a gigantic sand-burrowing mantis shrimp, cuttlefish 
by the dozen and hundreds of symbiotic gobies and 
blind snapping shrimp, 
living in sand-condos 
along the sea floor. 

It was about 10 in 
the morning when we 
arrived and since there 
were many photogra- 
phers on board, the 
plan was to stay till 
sunrise. Seven hours 
and eight film changes 
later I was still in the 
water. I was a kid in a 
toy store; extraordinary 
photo subjects were everywhere. 
The sun’s last rays were streaking 
through the water and I knew it 
was almost time for dinner, but I 
still had half a roll of film; I 
decided to burn it up on a clown- 
fish family with eggs under the 
pier. 

There was barely enough light 
to see, so I switched on my 
strobe’s modeling light and settled 
down on the sand. About five 
minutes had passed and I was 
peering through the viewfinder 
when I first heard the voices — 
hundreds, maybe thousands of 
them, rising in a slow crescendo, 
crashing into a raucous jumble all 
around me. I slowly looked up 
from the camera but saw nothing 
out of the ordinary. I closed my 
eyes, took a deep breath and 
rationalized that I was cold, tired 
and hungry, and concluded that it 
was indeed possible to experience 
narcosis in 7 feet of water. I con- 
tinued shooting while the cacoph- 
ony of wordless voices sur- 
rounded me till it got too loud to 
stand, then bolted into the silence 
of open water. 

I didn’t mention the incident to 
anyone at dinner. What do you say 











A sand-burrowing mantis shrimp. 
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without sounding insane? After a hot 
shower and some coffee I’d convinced 
myself that ’'d imagined the whole thing 
anyway, and to prove it I was going back 
for a night dive. 

Driven by a concoction of macho 
bravado and sheer stupidity I headed 
back alone toward the pier. Of course, 
my light went out. Thinking I knew the 
terrain, I continued moving slowly 
across the bottom toward the pier in 
darkness as I pounded the light into 
submission. I stopped when I felt some- 
thing brush across my face. I looked up 
and found myself staring into a wall of 
eyes and jumped at least 3 feet. I 
grasped for my strobe’s modeling light, 
switched it on, aimed it forward and 
laughed. I’'d stumbled into a shimmer- 
ing cluster of shrimpfish, hanging head- 
down like Christmas tree ornaments 
within the feathery branches of a giant 
black coral tree. 

Only slightly frazzled, I made my 
way under the pier and found a cozy 
patch of sand in front of a clownfish fam- 
ily. Five uneventful minutes crept by and 
all was quiet; I wasn’t even thinking of 
the earlier dive — till the marching 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


M.V. BILIKIKI 
M.V. SPIRIT OF SOLOMONS 


Explore the last frontier of diving. 
Cruise among the “Islands Lost in 
Time” and re-discover diving the 

way it should be! 


800-663-5363 


Bilikiki Cruises Ltd. 
Tel. 604-383-7253 Fax 604-383-6598 
bilikiki@horizon.be.ca 
http://www.3routes.com/scuba/ 
bilikiki.html 


RSVP #49 


wt 


PACIFIC 


The following is a partial list of dive 
shops and operators in the Pacific and 
the Asian Pacific 


ips EMAIL ADDRESS: : 
gO re heer oo 103520.2014@compuserve.com ¢ 
CATHY CHURCH’S UW PHOTO : 
ae 345-949- Palau 
; PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 
PETER HUGHES DIVING 800-247-3483; FAX: 206-441- 
305-669-9391; FAX: 305-669- 
9475 EMAIL ADDRESS: E: 
103520.2014@compuserve.com = 
| §.S. THORFINN/TRUK LAGOON : 
800-247-3483; FAX: 206-441- PETER HUGHES DIVING : 
5431 305-669-9391; FAX: 305-669- = 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 9475 
103520.2014@compuserve.com 


Solomon Islands 


BILIKIKI CRUISES 


Australia : 
| 800-385-7253; FAX: 604-383- 
8 


PACIFIC STAR 
800-247-3483; FAX: 206-441- 
$431 


EMAIL ADDRESS: bilikiki@hori- - 
zon.be.ca : 
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started. At first it sounded really far away, 
like the faint rustling of the ground in the 
woods when someone or something is 
coming toward you. But before long I 
was surrounded by what sounded like 
hundreds of men walking accompanied 
by the muffled sound of whispering 
voices. For the first time ever, underwa- 
ter panic swept over me. I spun my light 
into the darkness then sat still, stunned 
by whatever was happening, real or 
imagined. For a few minutes intrigue 
conquered fear then I raced for the big 
black door. 

I probably would have never men- 
tioned this to anyone if the subject was 
not being discussed when I arrived for 
breakfast the next morning; apparently 
almost half the boat had experienced a 
peculiar encounter of one kind or 
another the day before. Two weeks 
prior, staff member Kay Nevin was under 
the pier by herself in the late afternoon, 
and heard mysterious calls for help 
when no one else was in the water. 

A real ghost story or just too much 
time in the water? Hard to say. It sure 
seemed real to me, but back here at 
home the ghosts aren’t talking. nw 


Fiji Islands 
ie 
#40 


Pec Princen mM 


TROPICAL DIVE 
ENTERPRISES 


Fiji Islands 
‘85 Luxury Motor Yacht 


6 Deluxe, Double 
Air-conditioned Staterooms 


E6 Processing/Video 
3,5,6 & 7 Night Departures 
Private Charters Available 


USA:PH (714) 379-8060 
FX (714) 379-8061 


Internet: www.MatPrincess.com 
E-Mail: Info@MatPrincess.com 


IN USA CALL 


800-362-8244 








TRAVEL BRIEFS 


COZUMEL 


Paradisus Cozumel has announced 
an all-inclusive scuba special where 
“kids stay and eat free.” The package is 
available from April 6 to December 22. 
Any two children between the ages of 
two and 12 can stay free if they room 
with their parents. Three-night package 
is $351 per person/double occupancy; 
the seven-night package is $875 pp/do. 
Non-diver rates are available. Call 888- 
341-5993 (U.S. and Canada). E-mail is 
paradisu@cancun.rce.com.mx. 


BIKINI 


Central Pacific Dive Expeditions is 
opening the travel window two months 
earlier for 1997. Bookings will be avail- 
able from February to November. 
Accommodations have been expanded 
and nitrox and trimix will also be avail- 
able for the ’97 season. For more info call 
800-U-GO-DIVE or 714-440-3717. The 
fax is 714-851-3111; e-mail cpde 
@aol.com. — GP] nw 


Worldwide 


CATHY CHURCH’S 
UNDERWATER PHOTO 


TOURS AND COURSES 
J oin us for the best U/W photo 


tours and courses in the world! 

You'll have fun traveling with 
Cathy and Herb, the world’s favorite 
tour leaders. We plan everything so 
you'll experience the finest diving with 
the nicest people. Solomon Islands on 
Bilikiki 4/97 & 8/97 with FREE 5-day 
photo course; Palau and/or Truk 10/97 
with FREE photo coaching and much 
more. Week-long super courses in 
Grand Cayman, summer ‘98. 


345-949-7415 


FAX se eg cae 


(E-mail: hip ecat canal com) 
(http://www.cathychurch.com) 
P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
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___ FLORIDA KEYS — 


Story by Katie Schickel 


Photo by Clara Bemen 


ENTER THE 
THUNDER- 
BOLT'S 
WHEELHOUSE 
AND YOU’RE 
GREETED BY A 
BARRACUDA 
PLAYING 
DOORMAN 
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MARATHON 


arathon. Don’t let the name scare 

you; you won't be thrust into a pair 

of running shoes and forced to run 
ungodly distances, while you visit. Fins are the more 
appropriate footwear for this island. 

Marathon is nearly in the center of the Florida 
Keys. Just a short drive south from Miami, its acces- 
sibility and diving make it an alluring attraction for 
dive travelers. 

I visited Marathon on a sunny December day 
with air temperatures pushing 85, and the water 
crystal clear. Our first dive stop was the wreck of 
the Thunderbolt. This 188-foot vessel was a cable 
layer before taking on life as a research ship and 
was used by researchers to study lightning. In 1986, 
after falling derelict, she was cleaned and scuttled 
in 115 feet of water near the east end of Marathon. 

The Thunderbolt dive begins on a permanent 
buoy line that ends 15 feet underwater at a barrel 





A blue-striped grunt at Sombrero Reef. 
float. This makes the spot easy for the local dive 
shops to spot. The ship sits upright in the sand with 
the top of the wheelhouse beginning at 70 feet. 
Almost any time of year, silverside minnows sur- 
round the structure and part like clouds as divers 
swim through them. Amberjacks and barracuda, 


along with blue French angels and gray angelfish, 
find shelter in the Thunderbok. The superstructure 














and hull are completely encrusted with mollusks 
and coral growth. The massive twin props are still 
attached and make for interesting photo ops. 

A large wheel sits atop the bow, evidence of her 
former life as a cable layer, and there are many entry 
doors and hatches throughout the superstructure that 
allow penetration of the wreck and lead to the engine 
compartments below. With the proper equipment, 
the Thunderbolt makes an excellent penetration dive. 
Strong currents sometimes flush through the site, but 
she is divable year round. 

The next place I 
dived was Sombrero 
Reef. Easily identified 
by a lighthouse, Som- 
brero Reef is a small 
spur-and-groove coral 
system, no more than 
30 feet deep at any 
point. Capt. John, from 
Hall’s Dive Center, 
gave us our headings 
and pointed us toward 
coral fingers screaming 
with life. Protected as 
part of the Florida Keys 
National Marine Sanctuary, the 
reef is in exquisite condition. 

Water temperature on the 
reef was 76 degrees; a 3-mm 
wetsuit and hood were ade- 
quate thermal protection. By 
late winter, the water temp 
drops to the high 60s, but 
peak season — summer — 
sees average temps in the 80s 
and visibility from 50 to 100 
feet, 

Sombrero Reef is covered 
by a colorful palette of marine 
life. Schools of blue-striped 
grunts and yellowtail snapper 
are everywhere. Barracuda, 
scrawled — tilefish,.creenm 
morays, red squirrelfish, wrasse and angelfish feed 
all about the reef. 

Toward the end of the dive, we came to a mas- 
sive brain coral on the west end of the reef. It was 
some 10 feet high and at its base was a granite 
plaque dedicated to a Margi Brown and inscribed 
with an epitaph that read, “Sombrero Reef. Her most 
favorite place in the whole wide world.” After div- 
ing Sombrero it was easy to understand the senti- 
ment expressed. nw 
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UNDERSEAS INC. 


ive Looe Key National Marine 
Sanctuary. #1 Dive Location in 


the Florida Keys. Underseas Inc. will 
take you diving or snorkeling at Looe 
Key on a four hour, two-location 
dive trip. Morning, afternoon, and 
night trips daily. Dive pkgs. available 
starting at $65.95 per person - double 
occupancy. Includes: tanks, wts. and 
accommodations. 45- and 32-foot 
boats. PADI Five-Star facility, Nitrox. 
Full-service dive center. Underseas 
Inc. - your pro dive shop in the 
lower keys. MM30.5 US1, Big Pine 
Key, FL 33043. (800) 446-5663 or 
(305) 872-2700. 


800-446-5663 


Florida Keys 
RSVP 


~ OCEAN 
QUEST 


DIVE CENTER 


AQUATIC OUTFITTERS 


[e) cean Quest is a PADI 5-Star 
Training Facility established in 
1986 and located in Islamorada, the 
Florida Keys. Our facilities are 
situated on the 50-acre water front 
resort, Plantation Yacht Harbor 
Resort and Marina. From here we 
are able to dive the best reefs- 
wrecks- walls that the Keys offer. 
All of our facilities, boats, 
classrooms, pool and sandy beach 
are steps from your comfortable 
room here on the resort. 


305-852-8770 
http://www.Oceanquestdivecenter. com 
Ocean Quest Dive Center 
87000 Overseas Hwy 
Islamorada, FL 33036 
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Florida Keys 


EXTREME 
SPEARFISHING 


3 to 4 Day Liveaboard 
Excursions to the 


DRY TORTUGAS 


Full Day Trips to 


Excitement throughout 
the days aboard the 
50’ “PLAYMATE” with 
Capt. Bob DeMauro 


Fax 872-0111 


(305) 872-3940 


Sea-Clusive 
Charters 


Your Custom Charter Company 


UPPER KEYS DIVE 
& SPORT CENTER 


he most convenient friendly 
and affordable dive resort in 
the Keys. Located in Tropic Vista 
Motel and in the Heart of Wreck & 
Reef Diving in Key Largo & Isla 
Morada. Steps from your room to 
our 38 Ft. Delta Dive Boat at Dock 
and Dive Shop in motel lobby. 
Year round motel/Dive packages; 
Free continental breakfast. Groups 
and walk in charters welcome. 
PADI courses offered. Reservations 
and information: 800-537-3253 
Motel: 305-852-8799, Dive Center: 
305-853-0526, Fax: 305-852-4605 


800-537-3253 








re you ready for the perfect 
vacation? Subtropic Dive 


Center, conveniently located in the 
heart of Key West, will take care of 
all your diving and vacation needs. 
Give us a call and we will arrange 
your entire vacation for you, from 
diving to accommodations, from 
sunset sails to island tours. Then 
step aboard one of our two custom 
dive boats, the most comfortable on 
the island, and our talented, friendly 
and professional staff will treat you 
to a continental breakfast as we take 
you out to the lush coral reef and 
wreck sites. After your dive, call 
home and tell your friends to look 
you up on our web page (www. 
subtropic. com). If you dive with us 
today your picture will be on the 
web tonight, along with a report of 
the daily dive and weather 
conditions. 

Broken regulator? No problem. 
We can fix any piece of scuba 
equipment in our state-of-the-art 
repair facility. While you wait, you 
can browse through our shop with 
the largest inventory of scuba 
equipment in the Lower Keys. As 
Key West's only complete dive 
center, we can guarantee easy, 
worry-free diving and instruction 
through PADI, NAUI, and SSI. Give 
us a call today. 


800-853-DIVE 


1605 N. Roosevelt Blvd. 
Key West, FL 33040 


1-305-296-9914 


http://www.subtropic.com 
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DIVE, INC. » KEY WEST 


PADI / PIRA 


Dive 55’ Nautilus I! 

We are located in the most popular 
destination in the Florida Keys. 
Key West is famous for its beautiful Coral 
Reef and spectacular Night Life. Come 
join us aboard the 55’ Nautilus I, the 
most spacious dive boat in Key West. 


Instruction available: 
open water certification! 
scuba in a day! 


Enjoy a great day of diving ina 
relaxed and fun environment! 


Snorkel trips and Champagne 
Sunset Sails available on the 
53’ El Gato Catamaran! 
Package rates available. 
Located in the heart of Key West 


Hotel/Scuba Packages 
Available 


1-305-294-2218 
fax 305-294-0988 


E-MAIL: rraider727@aol.com 


Florida Keys 
RSVP 


LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 
FLORIDA KEYS- KEY WEST 
DRY TORTUGAS 


“TAYLOR MADE EXCURSIONS” 
FFERS LIVE-ABOARD DIVING IN 
THE COUNTRIES MOST POPULAR 
DIVE DESTINATION. THEIR 65 FOOT 
CUSTOM MADE VESSEL INCLUDES 8 AIR 
CONDITIONED STATEROOMS EACH 
WITH TV AND VANITY, FIRST CLASS 
FOOD, OUTSTANDING DIVE SITES AND 
MUCH MORE. VISIT THE HISTORIC CIVIL 
WAR FORT 70 MILES OFFSHORE AND 
DIVE THE VIRGIN REEFS OF THE DRY 
TORTUGAS OR EXPLORE THE ENTIRE 
KEYS. FULL E-6 PROCESSING AND 
VIDEO SERVICES ONBOARD. CALL 


800-211-9598 


305-293-9183, FAX 305-294-0421 OR ON 
THE INTERNET AT 
www.scubaworld.com/taylormade 


mais 


Tyytoe ape 


100 SPORT DIVER 
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PALM BEACH 
COUNTY 


here else can you dive a 

vintage Rolls Royce, sunk 
offshore a decade ago? For 
discounts on The Best of Every- 
thing, phone for our coupon book 
“$500 Worth of the Palm Beaches 
Free.” Savings include boat dives, 
equipment rentals, golf, dining 
and more. 47 miles of beaches. 
Spectacular underwater variety 
including hard and soft corals, 
drift dives, penetrable wrecks. 
Room rates $35 - $575 through 
April 1997. Coupon books valid 
4/8 - 12/18/97 while they last. 


800-554-PALM 


DIVE KEY WEST! 


2 Pro 42 Jet Boats. Voted Best Dive Shop 
in Key West in Annual People’s Choice 
Awards and Rodales Readers Survey. PADI 
5 Star. Customized Dive Packages. 
Ask us about Free American Airlines miles! 
CALL NOW! OPEN FROM 8:00 A.M. 
TO 10:30 P.M., SEVEN DAYS A WEEK! 
Southpoint@aol.com 


I 


800-824-6811 


RSVP #275 


USE THE RSVP 


ADVERTISERS 











Racca 


ISLAMORADA 


THE BEST KEPT SECRET 
OF THE FLORIDA KEYS. 

Get away with one of our dive 
packages; 2 nights, 2 days for 2 
starting at $324.32. 

E-mail: Rainbowdvr@aol 
Online: http://Florida-Keys.FL.US/Rainbow.htm 


800-457-4354 


RSVP #137 


LET US MAKE YOUR KEY WEST 
DIVE TRIP MEMORABLE!! 
Aboard the dive-boat “Dream” 
Reef, Wreck, and Night Dives. 

Resort and Snorkel Trips. 
Personalized Service. Family Oriented. 
Open Water thru Divemaster Instruction. 
Lost Reef Adventures, Inc. 


261 Margaret St. 
Key West, FL 33040 


800-952-2749 


E-Mail rsqu63a@prodigy.com 
RSVP #251 








The following is a partial list of | 
dive shops and operators in the | 
Florida & Florida Keys 


SOUTHPOINT DIVERS | 


FLORIDA 800-824-6811 
REY S EMAIL ADDRESS: 
southpoint@aol.com 
LOST REEF 
ADVENTURES SUBTROPIC 
800-952-2749 DIVE CENTER 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 800-853-DIVE; FAX: 
rsqu63a@prodigy.com 305-296-9918 : 
HTTP:\\www.sub- 
OCEANQUEST tropic.com / 
800-356-8798 OR 305- : 
852-8770; FAX: 305- TAYLOR MADE : 
852-0013 EXCURSIONS : 


HITP://www.ocean- 800-211-9598; FAX: 


questdivecenter.com 305-294-0421 : 
www.scubaworld.com/ | 
RAINBOW REEF DIVE taylormade ‘ 
CENTER : 
800-457-4354; FAX: UNDERSEAS INC 
305-667-2007 800-446-5663 
EMAIL ADDRESS: : 
rainbowdvr@aol.com UPPER KEYS DIVE & | 
HTTP://florida- SPORT CENTER”; 


keys.fl.us/rainbow.html 800-537-3253 OR 305- 
852-8700; FAX: 305- 
REEF RAIDER DIVE 852-4605 
SHOP 
305-294-2218; FAX: 
305-294-0988 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
rraider7 27 @aol.com 


BEES ROSSI EO ERE EAR ON Boeae 


_FLORIDA | 


PALM BEACH COUNTY | 
CHARTERS 


3) 
305-872-3940 
t 
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atching. Waiting — any second now 

— there! A zillion silversides spill 

into the room and, pressing the 
shutter very slowly, I capture the moment for pos- 
terity. The burst of light from my strobe illuminates 
the darkness of the interior chamber and reveals a 
scorpionfish on the hunt and a lone barracuda, ostra- 
cized from his kin, that prefers the 
Princess Anne’s current-swept exte- 
rior. Copper sweepers, cottonwicks, 
Spanish hogs and cherub angels 
hanging around the algae-covered 
metal skeleton seem a bit smarter and 
don’t dare enjoy the bright sunlight 
beaming down from the surface 90 
feet above. Oblivious to the danger, 
silversides swim out of the wreck 
with me and immediately a school of 
yellow jacks dive-bomb the baitfish, 
poking holes in their tight formation. 
The school quickly patches the gaps 
and prepares for the next onslaught, which comes 
from all directions. The jacks seem to take advan- 
tage of the disorienting effect of my camera’s strobe 
on the baitfish as they pounce, two or three at a time, 
seconds after the strobe flashes. Scales fly every- 
where. 

My buddy and I drift the Princess Anne’s full 
length toward the stern. Along the way, it’s hard not 
to notice the impact of current, surge and storms. 
The wreck sits about a mile off Singer Island, 
arguably the eastern most point of land in Florida, 
and consequently receives a daily dose of the unfor- 
giving Gulf Stream. Parts of the superstructure have 
been knocked off the ferry boat and lay scattered 
on top of the reef. The bridge and upper deck rest 
parallel to the 350-foot ship, giving the impression 
there are two vessels instead of just one. Cargo 
holds that carried cars and passengers are crumbled 
and unrecognizable, and large sheets of metal swing 
in the current very much like curtains near an open 
window. Cobia, scores of yard-long barracuda and 
amberjacks hover above the wreck, while snappers, 
grouper and grunts forage in the decaying metal 
that resembles a trashed playground. 

At 100 feet we reach the partially buried twin 
screws — home to a dozen or so porkfish — turn 
around and head south, slowly ascending to the 
upper deck at 75 feet. Corals and sponges are 
slowly cementing loose chains to the deck. Once 
drab in color, the chains now exhibit bright oranges 
and reds and lodge several sergeant majors that 
ageressively protect their purplish spawns from 
wrasses and curious divers. Stairways leading below 
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deck are still used today by technical divers prac- 
ticing for more challenging wrecks. We make our 
way toward the bow, always using structure as a 
shield against the current, until we reach our line. 
The dive master unhooks it and we ascend through 
a school of barracuda to our safety stop and our 
waiting dive boat. 

The metamorphosis of the 
Princess Anne from a white-and-black, 
aging ferry boat to full-blown artificial 
reef has been quick. About four years 


ago, Palm Beach County’s artificial reef program 
scuttled the ship amidst much fanfare — right on 
top of a deepwater reef. Despite missing the 
intended target, an expanse of sand adjacent to the 
reef, organizers received minimal criticism. The 
wreck soon lost its sterility and became an instant 
hit with the local marine life and dive community. 

The current dictates the difficulty of diving the 
Princess Anne. On rare occasions, there is none, 
permitting divers to tour the wreck and to complete 
their safety stops right on top of it among visiting 
pelagics. Most often though, the current is moder- 
ate to strong and new divers should first get some 
drift and wreck diving experience before trying it. 
Advanced divers will certainly enjoy it. With proper 
planning, adherence to guidelines given by local 
dive operators and favorable conditions, the 
Princess Anne is definitely worth the effort. nw 
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Story & photo 
by Michael P. O’Neill 
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Calendar 
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Each additional 
calendar just $7.97! 


mS Pe On Re! 


THE ULTIMATE UNDERWATER EXPERIENCE 


Cover photo: Kevin & Cat Sweeney 





Enjoy the exciting beauty of Sport Diver each month with the 
year’s most spectacular full-color photography of underwater life. 


_ LOSER TE SAG Sa a ne nL RR 


Please send me the following... 
mS PO OR TT Mail this form with QTY DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL 


check payable to: 
. Y ches ssoe tue Cllenda: or | 
| N E 


PO Box 8600 Subtotal 
Winter Park, FL 32790 Florida residents add 6% sales tax 


igs In US, postage & handling per calendar $2.50 ea eer ota 
For faster service call: or fax order form to: eed Outside US, postage & handling per calendar $4.00 ea ees 


Sport Diver Calendars baa Additional Calendars — $7.97 Peed 


EEE 


MAGA Z 





J Check enclosed $ 


Name (please print) 





Address 
Qe oo ep ee ane Card Number Exp. 
Daytime Phone # Signature 


Send US funds only. Orders must include payment. Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. alkeniy) 


r 








> WHERE TO FIND SPORT DIVER MAGAZINE 





ALABAMA 


Decatur 
N Alam Dive Shp 
205-355-8022 
Scuba World 
205-351-9388 
Enterprise 
Sea Divers 
334-347-6936 
Ft. Payne 
Canyon Cntry 
Outdoors 
205-845-0777 
Gulf Shores 
Down Under 
Dive Shp 
334-968-DIVE 
UDT/Seal Treas. 
Divers 
434-948-3167 
Huntsville 
Dolphin Aquatics 
205-859-3483 
Mobile 
Gulf Coast Divers 
334-342-2970 
Orange Beach 
UDT/Seal Treas. 
Divers 
205-948-3167 
Ozark 
Sea Divers 
205-774-3483 
St. Elmo 
Five J’s Scuba 
334-957-3036 


ALASKA 


Craig 
Craig’s Dive Ctr 
907-826-3481 
Juneau 
Chanel Dive Ctr 
907-586-3666 
Ketchikan 
Alaska Diving Svcs 
907-225-4667 


ARIZONA 


Bullhead City 
Water World 
Scuba Ctr 
602-763-5531 

Mesa 
El Mar Diving Ctr 
602-833-2971 

Nogales 
Alexander’s Inc. 
602-287-5103 

Tucson 
Cap’n Dave’s 
Dive Shp 
602-327-2822 
Desert Divers 
602-888-7300 


ARKANSAS 


Russellville 
5 Li'l J’s Scuba 
501-890-5773 
Searcy 
Searcy Dive Ctr 
501-279-7171 
Sheridan 
Papa Smurfs 
Dive Ctr 
501-942-5675 


CALIFORNIA 


Auburn 
Aquatic Perceptions 
916-888-6420 
High Sierra Divers 
916-823-6757 
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Avalon 
Catalina Scuba Luv 
310-510-2350 
Beverly Hills 
Reef Seekers 
Dive Co. 
310-652-4990 
Cypress 
Scuba Toys 
714-527-0430 
Davis 
Aquatech 
Engineering 
916-758-0411 
Encinitas 
Ocean Enterprises 
619-942-3661 


| Folsom 


The Dive Ctr 
916-984-3483 


| Fremont 


Captain Aqua’s 
510-490-5597 
Goleta 
California 
Watersports 
805-964-0180 
Santa Barbara 
Aquatics 
805-964-8689 
Huntington Beach 
Ocean Gear 
714-375-0595 
Laguna Beach 
Adventure In 
Diving Inc 
714-499-4517 
Laguna Sea Sports 
714-645-5820 
Lomita 
American Diving 
310-326-6663 
Mission Viejo 
Divers’ Discount 
Supply 
714-364-4000 
Mt. View 
Blue Water Divers 
415-968-5992 
Montclair 
Divers’ Discount 
Supply 
909-621-5000 
Monterey 
Monterey Bay 
Dive Ctr 
408-656-0454 
Shutterbug Shp 
408-649-8290 


| Newport Beach 


Aquatic Ctr 
714-650-5440 
Bongo’s 
Sport/Fishing 
714-673-2810 
Novato 
Maxwell’ Pacific 
Advs 
415-382-8600 
Pasadena 
Pasadena Divers 
West 
818-796-4287 
Redding 
World of Water 
916-222-6822 


| Redlands 


Empire Scuba 

909-798-3483 
Redondo Beach 

Sea D Sea 

310-373-6355 
Riverside 

Scuba 

Schools/America 

909-689-2422 
Sacramento 

Dolphin Scuba Ctr 

916-929-8188 


San Diego 
Aqua Tech Dive Ctr 
619-237-1800 
Divers’ Discount 
Supply 
619-285-1000 
Ocean Enterprises 
619-565-6054 

San Jose 
Pacific Offshore 
Divers 
408-265-3483 
Stan’s Dvng Shp 
408-998-0767 

San Ramon 
Undersea 
Adventures** 
510-838-2348 

Santa Barbara 
Anacapa Dive Ctr 
805-963-8917 


| Santa Fe Springs 


Divers’ Discount 

Supply 

310-404-0000 
Throughout Southern CA 

Divers’ Discount 

Supply 

800-34-SCUBA 


Tulare 


Fantasea Conn Scba 
209-685-1471 


Universal City 


Divers’ Discount 
Supply 
213-850-5050 
Vallejo 
Scuba-Cal USA 
707-642-9320 
Van Nuys 
West Coast Divers 
Supply 
818-708-8136 
Venice 
Splash Dive 
Company 
800-99-SCUBA 


COLORADO 
Aurora 


Giant Stride Scuba 
303-680-7333 


| Boulder 


Weavers Dive/ 
Travel Ctr 
303-499-8500 
Castle Rock 
Aquarius Dive 
& Travel 
303-660-0655 
Colorado Springs 
Co Springs Scuba Ctr 
719-597-8418 
Divers Reef Inc 
719-531-7100 
Denver 
Colorado Diver Trng 
303-457-2822 
Englewood 
A-1 Scuba & 
Travel Ctr 
303-789-2450 
Ft. Collins 
Scuba Colorado 
303-225-0777 
Grand Junction 
Sports Ports 
303-245-7127 
Lakewood 
Colorado Scuba Ctr 
303-986-0007 
Underwater 
Phantaseas 
303-988-6725 
Littleton 
Fantasy Divers 
303-220-0797 


Thornton 
Odyssey Diving Inc 
303-452-8802 


CONNECTICUT 


Bridgeport 
Orbit Marine Sports 
203-333-3483 
Canton 
Scuba Shack of 
Ct Ltd 
860-693-8600 
Manchester 
Aquatic Adventures 
203-533-9565 
Rocky Hill 
Scuba Shack of 
Ct Ltd 
203-563-0119 
S. Norwalk 
Rex Marine 
203-83 11-5236 
West Haven 
Underwater 
Swimmers 
203-932-0258 


DELAWARE 


Wilmington 
Poseidon Adventures 
302-656-2326 


FLORIDA 


Altamonte 
Scuba Il 
800-US-SCUBA 
407-862-5489 
Atlantic Beach 
Dive Locker 
904-249-0309 
Boca Raton 
American Dive Ctr 
800-393-0621 
Branford 
Steamboat Dive Inn 
904-935-2283 
Casselberry 
Scuba Diversions 
407-332-1222 
Crystal River 
American Pro Dive 
904-563-0041 
Crystal Lodge 
Dive Ctr 
352-795-6798 
Daytona Beach 
Discover Diving Ctr 
904-790-3483 
Eustis 
C & N Divers Inc 
904-357-1200 
Florida City 
Diver’s Outlet 
305-246-8488 
Ft, Lauderdale 
Aqua-Spec. Dive 
Ctr Inc 
305-423-8340 
Lauderdale Diver 
800-654-2073 
Hialeah 
Tarpoon Skin 
Dvng Ctr 
305-887-8726 
High Springs 
Ginnie Springs 
904-454-2202 
Indialantic 
Diver’s Ctr 
407-779-4800 
Islamorada 
Rainbow Reef 
Dive Center 
305-664-4600 
Jacksonville 
Atlantic Pro Dive 
904-246-2401 


n addition to being distributed nationally by Academy Sports, B.Dalton, Barnes & Noble, Bookstop, Dunhams, SportMart, Sports 
Authority, Sports Chalet, Crown Books and Waldenbooks, SPORT DIVER Magazine is available at these dive shops and newsstands. 


Key Largo 
Bluewater World 
305-451-2511 
Diver’s City U.S.A. 
800-649-4659 
Diver's Outlet 
305-451-0819 
Jules Undersea 
Lodge 
305-451-2353 
Ocean Divers 
305-451-1113 
Quiescence Diving 
Svc 
305-451-2440 
Sea Dwellers 
305-451-3640 
Silent World Dive Ctr 
305-451-3252 
Sundiver Station 
305-451-2220 
Key West 
Capt.’s Corner 
Dive Ctr 
305-296-8918 
Seaclypse Divers 
305-296-1975 
Lake Mary 
Wet ‘N’ Fla Scuba 
407-322-5914 
Lantana 
Dive Locker 
407-547-DIVE 
Largo 
Sea-J’s Scuba/Travel 
813-585-DIVE 
Marathon 
Abyss Pro Dive Ctr 
405-743-2126 
CJ’s Dive Center 
305-289-9433 
Miami 
Austin’s Diving Ctr" 
305-665-0636 
Bob Soto’s Dive Ctr 
800-262-7685 
Naples 
Sealandia Scuba Ctr 
941-775-6646 
Under Seas 
Dive Acdmy 
941-262-0707 
Ocala 
The Diver’s Locker 
904-622-4550 
Orlando 
Divers Outlet 
305-451-0815 
Divers Outlet 
407-354-3644 
Ski World 
of Orlando 
407-894-5012 
Palatka 
Palatka Scuba Int 
904-325-4575 
Pembroke Pines 
Urge 2 Submerge 
954-436-3483 
Pinellas Park 
Tackle Shack 
813-546-5080 
Pompano Beach 
American Dive Ctr 
954-782-0108 
800-589-3483 
Lighthouse Dive Ctr 
305-782-1100 
Ponce De Leon 
Vortex Spring 
904-836-4979 
Riviera Beach 
Sea Pro Scuba Ctr 
407-844-3483 
St. Petersburg 
Salty Sea 
813-399-0456 
Sarasota 
Dolphin Dive Ctr 
813-924-2785 









Stuart 
C. Foster Marine 
SupIrs 
407-286-2118 
Tampa 
Action Aquatics 
813-835-0062 
Aquatic Advs Too 
813-877-3483 
Vero Beach 
Deep Six Inc 
407-562-2883 
West Palm Beach 
The Scuba Club Inc 
407-844-2466 
Williston 
Devil’s Den 
904-528-3344 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta 
Diver’s Connection * 
404-364-9699 
SS Undersea Advs 
404-321-4006 
Brunswick 
Hammerhead 
Dive Ctr 
912-262-1778 
Hapeville 
Berry Atlanta 
404-766-1186 


Marietta 


Planet Ocean Divers 
Inc 
770-973-7909 


HAWAII 


Aala 
Sunrise/Nitrox Divers 
800-695-DIVE 
808-822-REEF 
Kailua 
Windward Dive Ctr 
808-263-2311 
Kailua-Kona 
Jack’s Diving Locker 
808-329-7585 
Kohala Divers Ltd 
808-882-7774 


| Kapaa, Kauai 


Aquatic Adventures 
808-822-1434 
Kihei 
Reef Watchers 
808-874-3467 
Koloa 
Seasport Divers 
808-742-9303 
Lahaina 
Capt. Nemo’s Ocean 
808-661-5555 
Dive Maui 
808-667-2080 
Lahaina, Maui 
Lahaina Divers 
800-998-3483 
Waianae, Oahu 
West Beach Dive Ctr 
808-696-6285 
Wailuku 
Island Fishing Supply 
808-242-9001 
Waipahu 
Ocean Concepts 
808-677-7975 


IDAHO 


Boise 
Boise Watersports 
208-342-1378 

Coeur D’alene 
Divers West 
208-664-0751 

Twin Falls 
Dive Magic 
208-733-8203 
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ILLINOIS 


Alsip 
Scuba Emporium 
708-389-9410 
Chicago 
Adventures in Scuba 
312-935-3483 
Berry Scuba 
312-763-0820 
Berry Scuba 
312-763-1626 
Decatur 
Pro Dive Shop 
217-428-0599 
Edwardsville 
Action One Dive 
Center 
618-656-7333 
Evanston 
Elmer’s Watersports 
708-475-SWIM 
Fairview Heights 
Mid America Scuba I 
618-624-8881 
Kanakee 
Purr-Fect Sports 
815-937-1413 
La Grange 
Great Lake Divers 
800-233-4837 
Lake Barrington 
Donovan’s Reef Scuba 
708-304-8803 
Lake Villa 
Toucan Dive 
708-356-SUBMERGE 
Lansing 
Goose’s Scuba Shack 
708-474-7380 
Libertyville 
Black Magic Dive Shp 
708-362-3483 
Lombard 
Berry Scuba 
708-495-2822 
Loves Park 
Loves Park Scuba 
815-633-6969 
Marion . 
Downunder Dive Shp 
618-997-3214 
Mchenry 
Sealevel Diving 
815-344-9732 
Morton 
Aqua Diving Schools 
309-263-0045 
Naperville 
Just Add Water Scuba 
708-357-6264 
Scuba Diving Schools 
708-393-7060 
Ottawa 
Mann Overboard 
815-433-0307 
Palatine 
Berry Scuba 
847-358-3848 
Rockford 
Forest City Scuba 
815-398-7119 
Springfield 
Unland’s Scuba 
217-787-3483 
Villa Park 
Underseas Scuba Ctr 
708-833-8383 
Winthrop Harbor 
West Shore 
Aquas ports 
708-872-9791 


INDIANA 


Bloomington 
So Indiana Scuba 
812-336-2527 
Elkhart 
Hart City Scuba 
219-264-3528 
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Indianapolis 
Diver’s Supply Indy 
317-897-2822 
Midwest Scuba Ctr 
317-872-2522 
Kirklin 
Taka Dive Scuba Ctr 
317-279-9867 
Kokomo 
Diving Den 
317-452-1034 
Logansport 
DNP Diving 
800-886-3483 
Mishawaka 
The Mermaids Quest 
219-256-6875 


IOWA 


Burlington 
Aqua Sport Inc 
319-754-1734 

Des Moines 
Two Rivers Dive Ctr 
515-255-4556 

Webster City 
Monroe’s Undrwtr 
Connection 
515-832-6166 


KANSAS 


Lawrence 
Mask-Snorkel-Fin Inc 
913-749-0500 

Pittsburg 
Don’s Scuba 
316-231-1920 

Wichita 
Adventure Sports 
316-689-8051 
Pro Ski & Scuba Inc 
316-684-9738 


KENTUCKY 


Lexington 
Innerspace Dive Shp 
606-276-2047 
New Horizon’s D Shp 
606-679-1234 
Sharky’s Scuba 
Ctr Inc 
606-268-1067 
Louisville 
Louisville Dive Ctr 
502-458-8427 
Somerset 
Divers Den 
606-679-4748 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge 
Innerspace Dive Ctr 
504-343-3483 
Underwater Advs 
504-972-3483 

New Orleans 
The Scuba Company 
504-244-6292 

West Monroe 
Adventure World 
318-387-7454 


MAINE 


Bangor 
Maine Divers 
207-990-3483 
Bass Harbor 
Harbor Divers 
207-244-5751 
Calais 
Kissing Fish Dive Shk 
207-454-7440 
Lubec 
McGonical’s Dive 
207-733-5563 





Waterville 
Aqua City Scuba 
207-873-0266 


Annapolis 
Chesapeake Undrwtr 
410-280-0648 
Frederick 
Brass Anchor 
Scuba Ctr 
301-663-9363 
Gaithersburg 
Atlantic Edge Scuba 
301-990-0223 
Oakland 
Breathe Deep Scuba 
301-387-8035 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Lee 
Aquasports 
413-243-4400 
Palmer 
Scuba 1 
413-283-2992 
Somerville 
United Divers Inc 
617-666-0410 
South Attleboro 
The Scuba Ctr 
508-761-5015 
W. Springfield 
Holyoke Underwater 
413-737-2300 
Worcester 
Central Mass Scuba 
508-770-0689 


MICHIGAN 


Battle Creek 
Sub-Aquatic Sports 
616-968-8551 

Gratiot 
Dive Inn 
810-987-6263 

Grosse Ile 
Great Lakes Tech 
313-676-3125 

Jackson 
Divers Mast 
517-784-5862 

Kalamazoo 
Dive Site 
800-622-6235 

Marquette 
Diver Down Scuba 
906-225-1699 

Muskegon 
West Mich Dive Ctr 
616-755-3771 

Niles 
Michiana Scuba 
616-683-4502 

Traverse City 
Scuba North 
616-947-2520 


Brainerd 
Minn School/Diving 
218-829-5953 
Burnsville 
Fantasea Scuba/Travel 
612-890-3483 
Detroit Lakes 
Tri-State Diving 
218-847-4868 
Fairmont 
RLT Divers 
507-238-4671 
Minneapolis 
Smith Diving 
612-789-3483 
Moorhead 
Mick’s Scuba Pro 
Dive 
218-233-0448 








St. Cloud 
Undrwtr Sports Shp 
612-251-8967 


MISSISSIPPI 


Biloxi 
Dive Five 
601-385-7664 
Longbeach 
Divemaster Dive Ctr 
601-868-0166 
Oxford 
Dive Sports USA 
601-236-1946 
Pascagoula 
Wet Set 
601-762-4729 


MISSOURI 


Bridgeton 
West End Diving Ctr 
314-731-5003 
Independence 
Skin-N-Scuba Shp 
816-358-0858 
Springfield 
Aquas ports 
417-883-5151 
St. Charles 
Great Amer Diving Co 
314-949-0880 
St. Louis 
Devereux’s Dive Shp 
314-849-3483 
Y-Kiki 
314-469-8722 


MONTANA 


Bozeman 
Sports Cove 
406-585-9926 

Great Falls 
Great Northern Scuba 
406-727-1750 


NEBRASKA 


Lincoln 
Heartland Scuba 
402-488-7774 

Omaha 
Dive Star 
402-391-1155 
Heartland Scuba Ctr 
402-492-8844 
Midcoast Scuba Ctr ** 
402-391-1559 


NEVADA 


Elko 
Dawns High Des Dvrs 
702-777-3483 

Las Vegas 
AAA1 Neptune Dvrs 
702-452-5723 

Sparks 
Mtn Lakes Diving Ctr 
702-359-3395 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Lebanon 
New England Dive Ctr 
603-448-1222 
Manchester 
Diver’s Den Dive Shp 
603-627-2536 
Newbury 
La Portes Skin 
Diving 
603-763-5353 
Salem 
Watersports Inc 
603-898-1887 
Wolfeboro 
Dive Winnipesaukee 
603-569-8080 





NEW JERSEY 


Alpha 
Kunuku Dive/Travel 
908-454-3577 


Collingwood 
Mar-Vel Underwater 
Equip 
609-962-8719 
E. Hanover 
Lakeland Divers Inc 
201-887-0194 
Hillsdale 
Sea Dwellers of NJ 
201-358-0009 
Hoboken 
Hoboken DiveCtr 
201-795-3483 
Maple Shade 
Aqua-Tech Scuba Ctr 
609-482-1996 
Milltown 
Fantasea 
Scuba/Aquatic 
908-846-5200 
Monmouth 
Atlantic Dive Ctr 
908-229-4617 
Neptune City 
Professional Divers 
908-775-8292 
Pleasantville 
Atlantic Divers 
609-641-7722 
Pt Pleasant Beach 
Blue Abyss Dive Ctr 
908-7 14-0200 
Ramsey 
Blue Water Divers 
201-327-2822 
Ship Bottom 
L.B.I. Scuba 
609-494-5599 
Toms River 
Adventure Water 
Sports 
908-506-0044 
Union 
Scuba #1 
908-851-2218 


NEW MEXICO 


Roswell 
Aqua Sea Sports 
505-623-9005 


NEW YORK 


Brooklyn 
Atlantic Divers 
718-376-5454 
Kings County Divers 
718-648-4232 
Buffalo 
Dip ‘N Dive 
716-837-3483 
East Rochester 
Scuba Hut Inc. 
716-385-6430 
Latham 
Capitaland Scuba Ctr 
518-783-3483 
Lynnbrook 
Dive Inc 
516-872-4571 
New York 
New York Island 
Trading 
908-506-7907 
Newburgh 
Regional Scuba 
Divers 
914-566-1112 
Newpaltz 
TSA Scuba 
914-255-0845 
Pleasant Valley 
Hudson River Scuba 
914-635-3488 





Port Chester 
Byram Bay Sports 
914-937-2685 
Poughkeepsie 
Dutchess Diving 
Center Inc. 
914-462-0255 
Riverhead 
Peconic Scuba 
516-727-7578 
Rochester 
Aquatic 
Ctr/Rochester 
716-334-1670 
Rocky Point 
Swim-King Dive Shp 
516-744-7707 
Wantagh 
Underwater World 
516-679-9709 
West Nyack 
Scuba Quest Dvng 
Ctr 
914-358-6250 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Beaufort 
Discovery Diving Co 
919-728-2265 
Conover 
Dive Exp Scuba Ctr 
704-464-3483 
Dunn 
Seaduction Dive 
Svcs 
910-892-7878 
Havelock 
Tarheel Divers Inc 
919-444-3199 
Jacksonville 
Crystal Coast Diving 
800-843-4834 
Morehead City 
Olympus Dive 
919-726-9432 
New Bern 
Tarheel Divers Inc 
919-638-3432 
Winston-Salem 
Blue Dolphin Dive Ctr 
910-760-9226 


NORTH DAKOTA 


Bismark 
Pete’s Diving Service 
701-221-3002 


OHIO 


Akron 
D & M Sport Diving 
216-784-1414 
Bowling Green 
Portage Quarry Dive 
419-352-8488 
Centerville 
Miami Valley School 
513-434-3483 
Cincinnati 
Planet Ocean Ctrs 
513-753-3483 
Cleveland 
Buckeye Diving 
School 
216-439-3677 
Columbus 
Its Dive Time Inc 
614-785-0950 
The Undwtr Conn 
614-487-9777 
Elyria 
Underwater Dive Ctr 
216-324-3434 
Garrettsville 
Under C Dive 
216-527-7222 
Port Clinton 
New Wave 
419-734-2240 
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Reynoldsburg 
Sub-Aquatics 
614-864-1235 

Strongsville 
Adventures In 
Diving 
216-572-2005 

Toledo 
Divers Paradise 
419-535-6828 

Vienna 
Dive In 
216-856-6275 


OKLAHOMA 


Norman 
Oklahoma Scuba 
405-366-8111 

Tulsa 
Island Quest 
Dive Ctr 
918-481-6545 

Vinita 
Grand Divers 
Supply 
918-256-2287 


OREGON 


Aloha 
Pacific Watersports 
503-642-3483 
Portland 
Aquatic Sports 
503-245-4991 
Horizon Watersports 
503-297-8133 
Salem 
Anderson’s 
Sport Goods 
503-364-4400 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Bethlehem 
The Scuba Tank 
610-868-7373 
Brockport 
DR Divers 
814-265-1227 
Freeport 
Scott’s Scuba Service 
412-295-3500 
Hesston 
Deep Six Scuba Ctr 
814-658-2953 
Kingston 
Inland Water Sports 
717-288-3999 
Philadelphia 
Blue Horizons Ctr 
215-462-7587 
Port Matilda 
Scuba Escapes Ctr 
814-692-8687 
Schwenksville 
Hilltop Diving 
610-287-7270 
Southampton 
Doc’s Divers Ltd 
215-364-0408 
York 
York Divers 
717-846-0400 


RHODE ISLAND 


Narragansett 
Narragansett Pier 
Dive 
401-783-2225 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Aiken 
Seahorse, 


Snkll/Scuba 
803-643-3483 
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Anderson 
Scuba 
Shop/Anderson 
803-224-9205 
Charleston 
Charleston Scuba 
803-763-3483 
Columbia 
Wateree Diving Ctr 
803-731-9344 
Hilton Head 
Island Scuba Dive 
803-689-3244 
Murrells Inlet 
Inlet Dive & Travel 
803-65 11-3400 
Mermaid Diving Adv 
803-357-3483 
Myrtle Beach 
Scuba Syndrome 
803-626-3483 
N. Augusta 
Neptune Dive & Ski 
803-279-2797 
N. Myrtle Beach 
Coastal Wateree Ctr 
803-249-9388 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


Rapid City 
Mick’s Scuba Ctr 
605-341-6550 


TENNESSEE 


Kingsport 
Smoky Mtn Divers II 
615-239-7333 
Knoxville 
Adv Swim Scuba/Trvl 
615-690-3483 
Murfreesboro 
Adv Technologies 
615-890-3948 


TEXAS 
Abilene 


School of Scuba 
915-673-2949 


Amarillo 


Scuba Training Ctr 
806 358-0727 
Arlington 
AKA Divers 
817-275-2181 
Arlington Scuba Ctr 
817-265-6712 
Austin 
Clearwater Divers 
512-452-6990 
Oak Hill Scuba 
512-892-4900 
The Great Outdoors 
512-453-1852 
Beaumont 
Lamar Pro Dive Shp 
409-892-5015 
Corpus Christi 
Ascuba Venture 
512-985-1111 
Dallas 
Aqua Adventures 
214-696-6090 
Dive West Inc. 
214-750-6900 
Lone Star Scuba II 
214-233-3483 
Ft. Worth 
Lone Star Scuba 
817-377-3483 
Grapevine 
Grapevine Scuba 
817-488-4999 
Houston 
Ocean Sports Inc 
713-880-1287 
Ski & Scuba 
713-721-7788 


Irving 
Adv In Scuba Inc 
214-594-7234 
Lancaster 
Divers Isle 
214-230-1481 


Lubbock 
G.S.C. Sports 
806-797-0781 
Nacogdoches 
Diver’s Depot 
409-564-3483 
Orange 
Orange Dive/Ski Sup 
409-883-4846 


Plano 
Ocean’s Window 
214-423-3483 
Richardson 
Emerald Sea Divers 
214-669-3483 
San Antonio 
Tropical Divers 
210-490-3483 
Temple 
Scuba Plus 
817-773-4220 
Universal City 
Duggan Diving Ent 
210-658-7495 
Webster 
Discover Scuba 
713-480-8530 
Wichita Falls 
Double D Divers 
817-322-5934 


UTAH 


Salt Lake City 
Dive Alliance 
801-486-3939 
Neptune Divers 
801-466-9630 
Scuba Utah 
801-942-2100 
Vernal 
Atlantis Divers 
801-789-3616 


VIRGINIA 


Alexandria 
Aquatic Adventures 
703-765-3483 
Splash Dive Ctr 
703-548-6403 
Chantilly 
Ski & Dive Shp 
703-263-0429 
Fairfax 
The Dive Shop 
703-698-7220 
Sea Ventures Inc 
703-425-7676 
Harrisonburg 
Kathy’s Scuba 
703-433-3337 
Reston 
Coral Edge Divers 
703-318-0170 
Roanoke 
Diving Enterprises 
Ltd 
703-345-8555 
Virginia Beach 
Dan’s Dive Shop 
804-473-3267 
Mid-Atlantic Dive Ctr 
804-420-6179 


WASHINGTON 


Kent 
5tn Dimension 
Dv Ctr 
206-854-6692 


Seattle 
Starfish Ent 
Dive/Trv 
206-286-6596 
Underwater Sports 
206-362-3310 
Spokane 
Atlantis Aquatics 
509-534-2144 


Yakima 
Cent. Washington 
Scuba 
509-452-4006 
Deep End If Scuba 
509-966-1570 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Crab Orchard 
Dive A Lot 
304-255-2664 
S. Charleston 
Dive Tech & Sports 
304-768-3222 
Wheeling, 
T.L. Velas Diving 
800-362-1962 


WISCONSIN 


Appleton 
Mtn Bay Ski/Dive 
414-731-3652 

Hales Corners 
Ervin’s Skin Dvr Shp 
414-425-6924 

Hudson 
St. Croix Scuba 
715-381-5300 

Madison 
Fontana Sports Spec 
608-257-5043 

Menomonee Falls 
Underwater Conn 
414-251-8283 

Waukesha 
Divers Dreams Scuba 
414-524-8833 

Wausau 
Klein Scuba Inc 
714-675-6722 

West Bend 
Divers Delight 
414-334-6057 





CANADA 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 
Aquasport Scuba Ctr 
403-686-6166 
Sunfish Scuba 
Diving 
403-288-7427 
The Dive Shop 
403-243-4616 
Calgary NW 
Scuba Trek Aquatics 
403-283-4983 
Letchdidge 
Awesome Adventures 
403-328-5041 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Kamloops 
Ocean Pac Scuba/Ski 
604-828-0188 
Nanaimo 
Blue Meridian Dive 
604-753-2055 
N. Vancouver 
Aqua Sapiens Diving 
604-985-3483 
Parksville 
Pacific North Scuba 
604-248-9681 
Richmond 
Rowand’s Reef 
Scuba 
604-273-0704 


Surrey 
Great Pacific Diving 
604-583-1700 
Vancouver 
Diver’s World 
604-732-1344 
Victoria 
Ocean Ctr 
604-475-2202 
Victoria Scuba Land 
604-474-1134 
MANITOBA 
Winnipeg 
Divers Den 
204-453-6300 


NEW BRUNSWICK 
Shedial 
Seascape Divers 
506-532-2175 


NOVA SCOTIA 

Antigonish 

East Coast Divers 

902-863-1119 
Liverpool 

Jo’s Dive Shp Ltd 

1-800-JO-DIVE1 
Lunenburg 

Jo’s Dive Shp Ltd 

1-800-JO-DIVE1 
Yarmouth 

Jo’s Dive Shp Ltd 

902-742-5554 


ONTARIO 


Barrie 
The Wet Shop 
705-722-5859 
Cambridge 
Ground Hog Divers MI 
519-653-7722 
Cobourg 
Permanent Pool/Leis 
905-372-5062 
Dundas 
Wet Shp Ham/Went 
905-627-7998 
Gloucester 
Adventures In Diving 
613-745-7211 
Hamilton 
Bob’s Scuba 
905-549-1043 
Kingston 
Kingston Diving Ctr 
613-634-8464 
Kitchener 
Ground Hog Divers I 
519-742-5415 
London 
Dats Sports Inc 
519-434-2611 
Ken’s Dive Locker 
519-434-5349 
Markham 
Below H20 Dive Ctr 
905-472-2000 
Nepean 
Discover Scuba Ltd 
613-723-3483 
Newmarket 
The Dive Shop 
905-898-0988 
Pembroke 
Sea-Dive Scuba Ctr 
613-732-9518 
Toronto 
Diver Down 
416-787-0264 


QUEBEC 


Blainville 
Aqua Plein Air Inc 
514-433-1294 

Laval 
La Boutique du 
Plongeur 
514-667-4656 


Longvevil 
Plongee Cpas 
514-928-2151 

Montreal 
Plongee Cpas 
514-529-6288 


SASKATCHEWAN 
Regina 


The Dive Shoppe 
306-347-0025 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 





WEST INDIES 


Grand Cayman, BWI 
Bob Soto’s Diving 
Holiday Inn 
800-767-3023 
Bob Soto’s Diving 
Cayman Islander 
800-767-3023 
Bob Soto’s Diving 
Soto’s Coconuts 
800-767-3023 
Bob Soto’s Diving 
SCUBA CENTRE 
800-767-3023 
Bob Soto’s Diving 
Treasure Island 
Resort 
800-767-3023 


PUERTO RICO 


Carolina 
Mundo Submarino Inc 
809-791-5764 

Mayaguez 
The Dive Shop 
809-833-6455 

Ramey 
Aquatica Undwtr Advs 
809-890-6071 

Rio Piedras 
Sea Gypsy Dive Chart 
809-283-0900 

Sajardo 
Sea Ventures Inc 
809-863-3483 

San Juan 
Antilles Diving Service 
809-793-1164 

Yauco 
Ocean Scuba Shp 
809-856-8206 


INTERNATIONAI 


Stuart Cove’s Dive 
800-381-3483 
954-524-5755 


BELIZE 
San Pedro 
Belize Dive Ctr 
800-938-0860 


HONG KONG 
Aqua Dive, Ltd. 
01185228175985 


MEXICO 
La Paz 
La Concha Bch Res 
800-999-BAJA 


UNITED ARAB EMERTTIS 
Dubai 
Inner Space Dvng 
Ctr 
0119714310203 


*“ Indicates R.E.E.E Field 
Stations 

Visit retailers for more 
information 
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RESPOND AND WIN! 


Respond! Use the RSVP card for free infor- 
mation on dive equipment and destinations 


from Sport Diver advertisers. 


in! Every card received will be entered in a 
drawing to win a Sea Vision Mask of your choice, 
complete with your exact prescription. The Sea 
Vision Mask features Color-Correcting Filters that restore 
the warm colors at depth, and increase depth perception and 
color contrast. All masks are complete with storage box, a bottle 
of DeFog and Sea Vision Color Tank Sticker. 
We invite you to find out more about the products and services 


advertised in Sport Diver. Use this convenient phone list, or fill out one 


of the attached cards. Our advertisers would love to hear from you. 
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HONDURAS/ BAY ISLANDS 2°0 Desecheo Dive & Surf Shop/787-823-0390 92 
139 Bay Isds Beach Resort/ 800-4ROATAN ......75 

102 Fantasy Isd Beach Resort/800-676-2826......75. | SABA 

37 Roatan Charter/800-282-8932...c.ccsccccssseees 75 283 Captain's Quarters/212-289-0031 

30 Utila Reef Resort/800-263-9876 vvcsccesesesen 74 | 280 Caradonna Caribbean Tours-SABA/ 

ROWS ZR 0288 Biase ie the ie aan ois Ueee. 89 

BELIZE 281 Dive Saba Travel/800-883-SABA 

"E Blue Marlin Lodge/S00-798-1558 0.74 | “' The Gate House/708°354904) 


280 Julianas/800-328-5285 


76 Global Travel Club/011-44-1268-54732 ......75 282 Saba Deep Dive Center/011-599-46-3347 ..89 


29 Soulshine Resort/800-890-G082 .......ccceesee 74 


; 285 Saba Tourist Bureau/800-SABA-DW1 .......... 89 

295 Ultimate Dive Travel/800-737-DIVE ............74 287 Sea Saba Dive Center/011-599-46-2246 .....89 
YUCATAN /COZUMEL USVI 
29 “Allegro Resorts/800-443-0885 69 | 288 Admiralty Dive Center/800-524-7389 .........90 
85 Barbachano Tours/ 277 Coki Beach/800-474-COK]I 

Club Cozumel Carilbe/800-327-2254 ..........-+ 66 269 Séa Trade Ltd/809-774-2001 
84 Cozumel Trust Fund......... DORM er ah mae ere ag 65 288 Wind Ward Passage Hotel/800-524-7389 ....90 
48 Dzul Ha Watersports/011-52-987-21385......70 
04 El Cozumeleno Hotel/800-437-3923 ............06 
= Bhesta [rn /800-247-3483 -ccscdies ion 115 | HAWAII/EASTERN PACIFIC 
86 La Ceiba/Casa Del Mar/ 

Del Mar Aquatics/888-DEL-MAR3 uc... 68 
48 La Ceiba & Casa Del Mar Yucatanza/ 

Tropical Tours/800-7 11-4700 oes 66 GALAPOGOS 
87 Paradisus Cozumel /888-341-5993 0.0... 64 26 Lammer Law/800-648-3393 
46 Pascual’s Scuba Center/800-969-1585 .......... 70 
10% Presidente Inter-Continental/800-327-0200 66 HAWAL 
43 Sol Cabanas del Caribe Hotels/ Captain Nemio’s Ocean Emponumi/ 

BBO BAF 90S i iiea had huGeuvibe 67 
~- Tropical Adventures Travel/800-247-3483 115 Eco Adventures/800-949-DIVE 
SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN Hawaiian Divers/800-525-7234 
ARUBA, BON AIRE, CURACAO pearPeocmee. nt 3 Sandwich Isle Divers/888-743-3483 


62 Aqua Diving Curacao/011-599-9-649700 ....82 PACIFIC 
6 Captain Don’s Habitat/ 
Habitat Curacao/800-327-6709 cece: 84 


S.S. Thorfinn/Truk Lagoon/800-247-3483 115 
60  Caradonna Caribbean Tours /800-328-228882 


Call today for FREE information. And say you saw it in Sport Diver. 
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Dive Kadavu Matana /800-247-3483 
Dive Taveuni Resort/800-247-3483 

40 Tropical Dive Entereprises/Dive Matagi/ 
800-362-8244 


AUSTRALIA/ASIA 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 
) — Bilikiki Cruises/800-663-5363 


FLORIDA/ FLORIDA KEYS 


Occn Quest Dive pee ON Ee 99 
Palm Beach County/800-554-PALM 

Rainbow Reef Dive Center/800-457-4354 100 
Reef Raiders Dive/305-294-2218 

Sea-Clusive Charters/305-872-3940 
SouthPoint Divers/800-824-0811 ........0. 100 
Subtropic Dive Center/800-853-DIVE 

Taylor Made Excursions/800-211-9598 
Underseas Inc/800-446-5663 

Upper Keys Dive & Sport/305-852-8700 ....99 


AIRLINES 


66 Gulfstream International Airlines/ 
900-992-8532 


SCUBA EQUIPMENT 


Dive Rite Manufacturing Inc/904-752-1087 18 
Diving Unlimited International/ 
800-325-8439 

Ocean Management Systems/ 


Ocean. Master/800-841-7007 
SEArious Fun/Poseidon/516-231-4475 ........21 
Sea Vision/800-732-6275 


Citizen Watch Coty 
5 Desert Star Systems/408-728-3100 

H20ptix/800-426-7849 
Ideations Design Inc/800-275-4332 
Orca/703-478-0333 .. 

40 Patco/410-444-4010. 
Sea-Lutions/610-429-3987 

300 Stone Electronics/Divelink/800-348-7815..112 


WETSUITS,DRYSUITS 









For more 
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294 O'Neill International ..0.......ccccseescereeeee 7 
143 U.S. Wetsuits/800-852-6049 oo. 107 
PHOTOGRAPHY /VIDEO 
BY AmeriQuest/800-676-4662 ...cccccssssee0109 
ff ASPIRE CONG SUIDCAM WA dais dese alae tacts 108 
254 B & H Photo-Video/800-947-9982 .......15 109 
15 Bluewater Photo/404-352-2191 00. 108 
258 Gates Underwater Products/ 
BOLLS ly asieg alt ipeshinns eae aay eee 108 
~~ Marine Camera Distributors/ 
O1D4AS P0604 28 id oa aan sated 108 
293 Micro Lens II/800-352-9799 oo eeeeees 111 
262 Ocean Images/619-431-1819 o.oo 108 
250 REC Industries/800-290-0492 ooo. se 
—  — Right Spirit Corporation/800-269-6867 ...... 
132 Sea Optics/800-480-8333 oes ie 


158 Ultralight Control Systems/800-635-6611 ..109 
159 Underwater Photo Tech./603-432-1997 ....108 


BOATS /WATERCRAFTS 

170 "Mendocino Kayaks/707-468-9694 nc... 
INSTRUCTION /TRAINING 

80 Berry Scuba/800-334-6996 occ 
89 Florida Diving Institute/800-282-3328..........56 
B25 RAN TIM S0D-P LAN? Sb sisiciscvasenehietaeaaa 17 
~~ Ocean Corporation/800-321-0298 ow... 57 


264 Tom Mount Quality Diver/305-754-1027 ..107 


MISCELLANEOUS 
203 Academic Press/800-321-5068 ccs 10 
296 Albert Blue Designs/609-429-4343 «0.0.00... 111 
298 Armada Services/904-664-5197 cece 111 
245 Broad Reach/919-833-1907 ..eeereeene 113 
4 Citizen Watch Company... 116 
206 Creative Designs/800-335-4852 ooo 112 
233 Delise, Amedee, Bertrand & Hall/ 

BOOBS 3759. sess sas ost hel gu ensee pee A 109 
165 Desert Star Systems/408-384-8000.......0.... 110 
167 East Coast Plastics/Roll Control/ 

BOO-B29-OB70 si 5s.34 isgocssed sotciecsaeseath atavansst 112 
292 First USA Bank/800-955-3050 oo 19 
HO ptix/800-426-7849..vcsccssccssesssssesrseereere 10 
255 Innovative Scuba Concepts/ 

93 G92. eae EN er gee (eT Rer OEE aS 110,113 
169 J W Fishers Mfg Inc./800-822-4744 ............ 111 
210 Leonard Maggiore/800-567-5339....... ee 111 
212 Manta Rack/800-397-3901 o...sessceeseceesesees 110 
201 Manta Reel/800-397-3901 oo... eee 113 
243 PAL Products/800-545-3957 oo... ccc 112 
242 Pin Peddlers/423-483-0858.........0.-.ccc eee 111 
249 Professional Optical/800-948-3583 0.0... 113 
79 Resort Graphics/800-621-2440 0. 107 
238 Scuba Tote/815-394-1255 0. 112 
175 Seaware/800-455-5668 oo... cise neseeeeee 113 
301 Submerged Imaging/310-867-5044 ............ 111 
130. The Styles Company/800-356-0353 .....0....0.. 58 
201 Torpedo, Inc./800-489-6774....csecsseeceeees 112 
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@ 
& Seca Optics UNDERWATER 
U.S.A" Inc, IMAGING EQUIPMENT 


; Photo & Video 


SALES, RENTALS, REPAIRS 


Authorized Dealer For: 









@ AMPHIBICO @ AQUATICA @ EWA-MARINE 
@ IKELITE @ LIGHT & MOTION @ NIKON 

@ PELICAN @ SEA E SEA @ SUBAL 

@ ULTRALIGHT 












If you're in need of top quality products or service, 
or simply honest, accurate advice, give us a call! 


1-§00-480-333 
4191 Carpinteria Ave, Unit 2 


U.S.A. Inc. Carpinteria, CA 93013 


Ph: 805-684-0128 Fax: 805-684-5975 






For more information RSVP #132 


TREASURE JEWELRY! 
“Pieces n of kight” 


PY Demand 
f. the best in 
ronMoun CAUCatION 


of experience 


11,000+ LOGGED AUTHOR OF 

DIVES INCLUDING: SEVERAL TEXTS 

e 2300+ cave dives INCLUDING: 

¢ 1100+ wreck dives Safe Cave Diving, 

e 2200+ dives deeper Practical Diving and 
than 200 FSW Mixed Gas Diving 

¢ experienced satura- 
tion diver 


#49044 - $59.95 
Silver Pendant/14KT Gold Overlay Bezel 





Cast from the original Silver Bars 
recovered by Mel Fisher on the 
1622 Spanish Galleon 
“Nuestra Senora De Atocha!” 


ORDER TODAY 
1-800-621-2440 


RESORT GRAPHICS, INC. 
Maritime Art & Collectibles 
447 Carson Avenue Atlantic City, N.J. 08401 
609-348-5826 Fax: 609-344-3052 


VISA/MC/Amex. Add $4.50 S&H. 
Canadian $8.50, 2-4 Day Rush $8.50. 
Foreign Delivery $18.00, plus $3.50 per item. 
N.J. res. add 6% sales tax. Allow 14-21 
days deliv. All orders paid by ck. held 10 days. 


Money back-lifetime guarantee! 


Quality Diver 
Education 


e Technical Deep 
Certification and Air 


e IANTD 


e Trimix 

e Cave 

e WreckPenetration 
¢ Photography 


Instructor Training 

e Nitrox/ 
Advanced Nitrox/ 
Technical Nitrox 

e Deep Air/ Advan- 
ced Deep Air 


305-754-1027 


For more information RSVP #264 


Free treasure catalog available 





For more information RSVP #79 
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Benefit from 35 yrs 


1545 NE 104 St. Miami Shores, FL 33138 USA 








U.S. 
WETSUITS 


1-800-852-6049 





Z\\POLARTEC ., Malden Mitts 


¢ NEW SUN RAY WARM WATER SUIT 
2mm neoprene front and back 
panel, back zip with pull cord. 
Polartec side, collar, sleeve, and 
crotch. A comfortable snug fit: 


e Stock or Custom suits, 


® Repairs or alterations fo any 
brand suff. 


® Specializing in hard to fit sizes, 


* Unconditional warranty means a 
quality wet suit for years of 
watersports fun! 


® Dealer inquiries invited. 


* Full line of quality, American made 
neoprene 2mm, 3mm, 5mm, 
6.5mm, 7mm and Polartec suits. 


CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE TODAY 


1-800-852-6049 


For more information RSVP #143 
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COnstrieT your own yin sy! {! 
diving camcorder housing! aye w cos” 


SUBAL & NEXU 


FOR NIKON 8008 - NSO - 


Easy to construct with basic hand 
and power tools 


Materials are off-the-shelf items that are 
easy to obtain and work with 


Construction and material costs range 
from only $7 to $30 


Housing tests have | To receive these exclusive plans 
greatly exceeded the | on howto build your own Econo 


safe diving limits of Subcam housing, send only 
scuba diving and the $29.95 check or money order to: 


video quality is as ASP. [Econo 
superior as housings ubcam 
that can cost up to | Dept. SPD2316 
thousands of dollars. 2615 N. 4th Street, Suite #505 
Coeur D' Alene, ID 83814 








For more information RSVP #220 


FINALLY 


Visit our Web Site for the Latest prices, New products, 
Contests, News letter, Photo tips, Video Equip. & More. 





Marine Camera Distributors 
11717 Sorrento Valley Road 
San Diego, CA 92121 


(619) 481-0604 FAX (619) 481-6499 


° Fits any camera 
¢ Depth rating 500 ft. 





MAR KR E FFL A CE 





eMAIL mcd2000 @ marinecamera.com 


The revolutionary housing for the new SONY 
DCR VX1000 Digital Camera 


Don't take a chance. Take a Gates. 


Tough housings. User friendly. 
Proven and preferred by professionals. 


STAN Ss) 
UNDERWATER 
40/0 Ua hb) 


Building quality underwater bousings since 1968 


Gates Underwater Products 
5111 Santa Fe St. #H 
San Diego, CA 92109 


For more details please call: 


1-800-873-1052 


http://www.thenerve2.com/techwebs/gates 


For more information RSVP #258 
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Quality Camera Repairs, 


e Large assortment of parts/accessories. 
Quality used/rebuilt equipment available 


e Authorized Repair Facility: Sea & Sea USA 
Motormarine, Hanimex and Pocket Marine 


e Authorized Dealer: Epoque USA Under- 
water cameras, Ocean Brite Systems, Sealife 
Reefmaster, Ewa, Pelican, Ikelite and Quest 
Video Housings 


e Exclusive Authorized Repair/Service 
Facility: Epoque USA 


Rentals ¢ Free Estimates 
120 Day Warranty ¢ Custom Modifications 


Julius Pignataro, Owner 
6737 Heath Court 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 
Phone/Fax (619) 431-1819 





For more information RSVP #262 


» Manual & electronic controls 


Sharp ViewCam housing 
starting at $449.95 . 
THE RIGHT SPIRIT CORP. 
118 S. Westshore Blivd., Suite 231 


Tampa, FL 33609 « (813) 287-1847 
24Hr Ph (800) 269-6867 Fax (813) 281-9594 


U/W_ PHOTO 


REPAIRS. 


AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE CENTER 


FOR Underwater 
AQUATICA 


NIKONOS Yepairs are our specialty! 


Underwater Photo-Tech 


16 Manning St. Suite 104 
Derry, N.H. 03038 
(603)432-1997 or fax (603)432-4702 


Photography USA 





We also make unique photo accessories! 


tol Call us for your free catalog. 
AMERICAN SD 


ae Quality repairs since 1985 


For more information RSVP #159 


ae te 3 ler 


a 
Well, almost. But we really 
are divers and photographers, 
and with 30 years experience, 


we give every customer's job the 
same special care that we give our mS S 





Our complete lab services include: 
e Archival prints from slides or negs 
e Frames, Mounting, Mattes, Laminates 
e E-6 Processing 
e Unconditional Guarantee 


Blue Water Photo VS 

P.O. Box 20420, Atlanta, GA. 30325 

(404) 352-2191 - FAX (404) 352-0093 
Ask for Peter Chestnut 





For more information RSVP #154 
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ULTRAM (cH 


con TROL SQrwesTEecewnw & 


—ORELLEOED 


of Light Weight 
STROBE ARMS & 


Inventors of the Camera Pivot, 
that has revolutionized 
Underwater Photography 


NEW- Pivots for Delphinus, 
Subal, & Sea & Sea housings 


Adapters for most video & 
camera housings, Nikonos, RS, 
and all strobes & video lights. 
For product information, write to: 
3304 Ketch Ave.Oxnard, CA 93035 


Ph: (805)984-9104 Fax: (805)984-3008 
Toll Free order line: 800-635-6611 


isit our website: http://www.ulcs.com 





For more information RSVP #158 


erwater Explorers 

¢ For most small 

8mm/Hi8 & VHS-C $309 

camcorders ; 
¢ Rated to 200 feet 
¢ Expedition-grade 

construction 
¢ X-ring seal and no 


penetrations from 
hardware 





‘uggedized! 
Basic/Mechanical Housings: $309 and up 


Electronic Housings for SONY®: $539 
Buy factory-direct and Save! 


1-800-290-0492 


Seaturtle Video Housings 
a division of REC Industries 








THD UNV 





itt 





COMPARE THE REST 


LS 





‘Dhen Choose Quest 


Manufacturers of full electronic underwater video 
housing and lighting systems. 








Housings for 100% of Sony and Canon-ES Series 
Cincluding clones) 






800.676.4662 or http://www .questsports.com 





For more information RSVP #81 
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PHOTO - VIDEO - PRO AUDIO 





Nikonos RS AF SLR...............cc00.- CALL 


13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye.................. CALL 
28/2.8 R-UW AF 





219.95 
Mounting Bracket Set SK-104 ......199.95 
ExtenslOnvAin:t: d.scthccseccoumettn: 189.95 


SPECIAL! Purchase a Nikonos V Body 
and receive from Nikon a 


FREE Extension Tube 
*Nikonos V with 35/2.5 ......0.0..... 734.95 
Orig NikonOS Case ............ cece 49.95 
16/2.8.......1499.95 20/2.8 ......... 699.95 
28/3 S.UWisk SAM chee ak 369.95 
35/256 ces 167.95 80/4 UW......369.95 
SB-105 Outfit... cscs, 639.95 
Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case ....199.95 
Case For Close Up .........csccssseeseeee 79.95 









DF-10 Optical Finder.........0.0..00. 89.95 
DRS. es 299.95 DF-12. ; 

28mm Finder ......... 
35-80mm Finder... 
Double TTL Sync Cord 
Double Bracket #10214 ww... 159.95 


"THE PROFESSIONAL'S SOURCE" 


FOR ORDERS CALL: 


800-947-9982 800-947-7008 


212-444-6648 


119 WEST 17TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10011 


NIKONOS 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 ...119.95 
Ikelite Ext. Tube Set #4090.03 ........ 99.95 





SEA & SEA 
NEW! 12/3.5 Fisheye ...........00.0... CALL 
NEW! Viewfinder for above.... CALL 
15/3:5' ee CALL 20/3.5 CALL 


16mm Conversion Lens f/ 35mm....CALL 
High Eyepoint Vewtinder 
1/15, 1G; 2OMM ves ctzsescseerteassceet CALL 
Optical Finder for 15, 17, 20mm......CALL 
EXTENSION TUBES W/FRAMER 
35mm 1:1.......CALL 35mm 1:2....CALL 
35mm 1:3......CALL 28mm 1:2....CALL 


YS-50 TTL warm & tray... CALL 
New! YS-300 TTL .....:.csescsssessseeosesos CALL 
SCUBA VIDEO TAPES 


Cathy Church Instructuctional......... 29.95 
Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V..19.95 
Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses ..19.95 
Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup .19.95 
WORLD OF J. COUSTEAU 


Pioneer of the Sea ou... ee 24.95 
Dragons of the Galapagos .............. 19.95 
SEAcSEA 
MX-10 Camera..........cccssesssseeeess CALL 
MX-10 Kit w/YS-40 Flash oo... CALL 
20mm lens MX-10.........ccceceees CALL 
Motor Marine II Camera .................. CALL 


Motor Marine || Kit w/YS-50 Flash .. CALL 
16mm Lens MM II..CALL 20mm ...CALL 


or FAX (24 HOURS): 


212-242-1400 


=e NEW! 
wikted ET-100 
Waterproof 35mm Sport Camera 


* Suitable on land or underwater 
* Up to 150 ft. underwater ... $4 9Q_Q5 


Q(G.atiyz 


35mm Automatic Dive Camera 
Operational to 60 ft. depth......$99.95 








REEFMASTER 
Operational to 164 ft................. $1 99 






Distributed by Nikon Inc. 









AQUATICA 


ikelite 


es } s 


On the Web: http://www. bhphotovideo.com 





ewa-marine 


UA-X Housing ....169.95 
UA-XP Housing..199.95 






U-FZL Camera 

w/Long Zoom..... ee é 
U-MM Compact ‘ae 
Auto Focus Camera ...............00.. 59.95 
U-AMZ Compact AF Zoom Camera .64.95 
Hurricane HOO ..........ccsseeeee. 64.00 


U-VWL for Sharp Viewcam........... 199.95 
U-VST for Sony TRS, 6, 7...........199.95 
U-VML for JVC compact, Canon 

ES-2000, Panasonic EZ-1............ 199.95 






We area 
FULL STOCK Dealer! 


STROBE PACKAGES for NIKONOS 


Double Bracket Set #10201 .......... 319.95 Optical Viewfinder #S0140.............. CALL CAMERA HOUSING 3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit.........364.95 
Extention Arm Set #10203............ 139.95 High Eyepoint Finder #S0150.......... CALL For Most SLR’S AF cecsssscessecccsssssse 549.95 3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit.........415.00 
Sync Cord #10208 .........soreesseeeenn 89.95 Macro Lens 1.3....CALL Macro Lens 1.2..CALL © Aquashot Il ..cse.0c... 69.95 3946.46 Substrobe Ai Kit............ 535.00 
SEA KING’ YS-50 TTL-Il Flash Kit ..oeeseseessn CALL = Aquashot I! w/Macro Kit NEW! 3946.62 Substrobe 200....910.00 

NEW! Complete Guide to Sea & Sea 22.95 and Substrobe .......cccssccscccoe 239.95 VIDEO HOUSINGS 


w/Foam w/Divider 
SK 518 (18.5x14.5x5.7) ..84.95 — 
SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) .....64.95 _ 


SLR PACKAGES 
3968.52 Substrobe 150, Charger, Cord, 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 


For Sony TR-Series (Specify) .....639.95 
For Sony FX Series (Specify) ......639.95 


F Arm, Photo Case..........ccceenee 650.00 For SONY VX-3 ..sssesceesseeeseenees 1049.95 
, .6X7) ..... : _ Inside Dimensions w/foam Divider: 
a a Pees pod 149.95 1200 (@/x7%4x4) 35.50 MF 3968.57 Substrobe 300, Charger, Cord, For JVG AX Series (Specify) .......639.95 
SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) 109.95 164.95 1300 (9%x7%x6%) 40.50 we Arm, Photo Case... 750.00 DIVE LIGHTS 
SK 822 (22.5x19.6x9) ."164.95 ‘a 1400 (12%x9%x5%) 61.50 80.50 FLASHES RCD Hal0gen ......ssssssssssssssssssseseee 43.95 
SK 827... seein. “99.95  —  1450(15x10%x6) 79.50 104.50 Substrobe 505 w/Slave.............. 189.95 Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color) 24.95 
Available in black, grey, yellow 1500 (17x11%x6%) 97.50 116.50 4043 Substrobe 50................... 224.95 Modular Super Light (nicad).......149.95 
*Black Only, Other Colors Call 1520 (18x12%x6%) 107.50 138.50 4046 Substrobe 100A................. 346.50 


Modular Video Lite (nicad) ......... 199.00 


1550 (19x14x7%) 114.50 158.59 | NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200.......629.95 eee 
DOSKOCIL 1600 oa 7B) 13750 180.59 | NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400........729.95 gi meeld tate eee ey 
WATERTIGHT CASES 1650 (29x21x11) 159.50 199.95 Substrobe 300 Nicad.................. 550.00 ger for Nicad Lites ......... . 
Seal Tight Lg 17%6x12X7Y4 seceensene 59.95 1750 (50%13%x5) 184.50 = COMPASSES 


Seal Tight Ex Lg 1874x144 x8 .....69.95 NEW! 1526 (1520 case w/Gadget 2500 PRO Compass Wrist............. 29.95 
Available in Gray or Black Bag Silver, Black)... CALL 2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist ........ 42.95 
Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. add 40¢ per $100. Prices valid thru MAR. 19, subject to supplier prices. ©1997 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors. 
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Because 
not all 
sharks live 


Extend your dive 
season year-round! 













™ The Agua Heat personal 
Aqua Heat underwater heater has been 
keeping divers warm for years. Whether used with your wet 
suit or dry suit the 3 models will fill the most hardened divers 


requirements. All models can be customized for deep or 
technical diving. Prices start at $199 


Aqua Lite™ 
Sport divers can now 
have the power of deep 
technical lights at a frac- 
tion of their cost. With 12 
configurations and opt- 
ional customization, your 
choices are only limited by your imagination. Made in USA. 


(410)444-4010 
PATCO ING. (254-9566 Fax 






DELISE, AMEDEE, 


BERTRAND HALL 
Attorneys at Law and Admiralty — 







Divers representing divers: 


e Personal Injury and Wrongful Death 
e Jones Act and Longshoreman Claims 
e Product Liability 

e Treasure and Salvage Laws 

© Maritime Contracts 

e International Contracts 








e Diving Safety/Law Seminars 






CONTACT: BOBBY J. DELISE 


DELISE, AMEDEE, BERTRAND, & HALL 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


1 | 800 | 348 | 3755 


“We will travel anywhere, anytime 
to represent our clients.” 







e Buy direct from manufacturer and SAVE! 


For more information RSVP #240 
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Do You Know 


Where You Are? 








Great White Sharks = 7 — DiveTracker™ Sport... 
Edited by: A. Peter Klimley ~ a a ...makes underwater navigation easy, even in poor 
and Bavid G. Ainiey 4 i Li visibility! The DiveTracker™ Sport sonar transmitter 


This unique book brings marks the boat, your buddy or any underwater site. The 
together real evidence receiver tells you the direction and approximate distance 


: bak ; ® butte op] ee Who salers ae | to that site. DiveTracker™ operates to a range of 2000 
of both the ecology and For Distributor, Retailers, les feet and at depths up to 1000 feet. It’s a rugged, yet 


behavior of these remarkable or multiple copy orders contact: Judy Hoaglin compact, professional quality system. But because we. 
species and separates fact Aca demic Press sell it factory direct, you can buy it for only $499! A\ 


BACs re . small price to pay for superior navigation! 
from fiction. 525 # Street, Suite 1900 
ISBN: 0-12-415030-6 / $79.95 j 


San Diego, CA 92101 (408) 384-8000 


(61 9) 699-6477, email: jhoaglin@acad.com FAX: (408 384-8062 http://www.desertstar.com 


‘OF: || I Rote t-h’am Kom @)cel-) an ©) am Kom .t-1o1-)h7- Ml fela-Miatie)anat-satelal 
+ 
ee tee 
"Innovative Ocean Technology" 


761 Neeson Road #9, Marina, CA 93933 


For more information RSVP #203 For more information RSVP #165 


X | INNOVATIVE SCUBA CONCEPTS, INC. 
PHONE: 719-597-2885 @ FAX: 719-597-4150 
5869 TERMINAL AVE., COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80915 


Makers & distributors of over 100 
TUunique*scuha accessories including: 
Mini-Quest™ 
1 "Quick Underwater Eraseable Slate 
1 Technology’— magnetic slate, 
write—erase—write again! 


Coming in 
September 1996 





To order your copy direct call: 800-321-5068 
JH/FF/A3927 DM# 36110 PHOTO COURTESY OF HOWARD HAIL 


















: ‘ Ballistic Pull ) 

Backpack _ Cart Dive Bag | 

with Wheels ee eee, 
me. 


MARAE FPLA CE 


Ask your local dealer for a full color catalog! 
E-mail us! isc@usa.net 


The only 
scuba tank 
holder 
versatile 
enough for 

| your home 
vehicle on 
boat. 


y 

‘ 
i 
| 
@ 
4 
Ba] 
sd 
FH 
re 
8 


id 


« » Fits 80’s, 100’s and 120’s (as shown w/2 racks) 


« » Unique stacking system allows 
for multiple tank storage Manta Industries 
« »Sturdy construction prevents [AiR aetR rae 
rolling during transportation [Ye Cie MN RUE 
« »Smartly designed for storing [OQDWAeiia 
ear underneath the rack 
« sc wstoin sizes and assorted 800-397-3901 | 
colors available. Dealer inquiries welcome 


1209 Tech Blvd., 
Tampa, FL 33619 
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MICRO LENS III 
CLOSE-UP 


As used by Paul Tzimoulis 

- and Cathy Church, this 
lens snaps on and off 

while in the water. 

Focal distances from 5 

to 10 inches! 4” 

depth of field. 


Fits Nikonos I 
thru V cameras 
(not for 28mm 
lens) stainless 
steel construction, 
P oa Achromatic color 
’ corrected 51mm lens. — 
isa. oe ee SE, 
emma) *! 29.95 ($10 S&H WITHIN U.S.) aay 


MIC RO:-LENS TI 
P.O. Box 11381. BURBANK , CA 91510 
TEL. 1-800-352-9788 FAX. (818) 951-2820 


For more information RSVP #293 


PRESCRIPTION DIVE MASKS 
H 


ave your optical 
dive mask er 
made by the 4, 
opticians who 7" 
invented the =..." 
process 40 years ago. 
Over 30,000 made for divers in all 50 states 
and over 40 foreign countries. Customers 
include U.S. Army Engineers, U.S. Navy and 


Smithsonian Institution. Any R-X fitted to any 
mask. Free literature available. 


NEW MASKS SUPPLIED ¢ FAST SERVICE 
Call with your prescription for price quote over the phone. 


Leonard Maggiore - Optician 
69-03 Fresh Pond Road # Ridgewood, Queens, NY 11385 


1-800-567-5339 © 718-386-5339 





For more information RSVP #210 


@ Double and Single head models and 

High Speed Prop Polishing Head 

@ UW Cleaning Brushes for any 
make/model 

@ Portable Hydraulic Power units built 
to your specifications - Gas or Diesel 


SURFACE SUPPLIED 


DIVE COMPRESSORS 


@ Complete Turn Key Package with a 
Honda engine, regulators, harnesses, 
two 100 ft. diver air hoses and 
stainless steel volume tank 


Armada Services 
PO Box 941 Mary Esther, FL 32569 
904-664-5197 Fax 904-243-4009 
We ship worldwide! 
For more information RSVP #298 


The Shipwrecks of Bikini 
and Kwajalein Lagoons 





The ultimate underwater dive video 
presented in a diver’s perspective. 


© Dive on an aircraft carrier, battleships, cruisers, destroyers, 
submarines, freighters and WWII aircraft 


e Experience newly discovered shipwrecks, virgin reefs, 
lush coral atolls and sharks 


¢ Embark on ep penetrations into the wrecks using hi-tech 


deep water techniques that made it possible 


Fully narrated with wreck history, nomenclature, dive statistics and 

an unbiased critique of the dive operation and costs. If you're 

thinking about making this trip, but can’t afford the time 

or expense, this is a must have video for you. 

(VHS format only) 

Send Check or money order to: 

Submerged Imaging, 5403 Canehill Avenue, Lakewood, CA 90713 
(310)867-5044 or E-mail at VIDMAN2@ix.netcom.com 


For more information RSVP #301 
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layvome mate) 


New 


SCUBA 


T-sniri 


Albert Blue Designs Inc. 

OMe (0) @- he) 

Cherry Hill N.J. 08003-0475 
609-429-4343 


Capture the look of Diving with this seven 
color, two sided JUMBO printed T-shirt. This 
Loa eel Ul ale Mom viime| om=>ell(=an\-al Am (-re] (01/86) 
a printed LIFE-LIKE BC VEST, REGULATORS, 

eT NEE] SMe lale M/-\N| die i (=1e 1M Ci lim(e(-10 


10 ]0 Am Ore) i (elem (=1=) 
Made in USA 
P\Vie} (ele) (=a P42): mem 4 
ailalizxe Mela allime) ar. Sam (21>) 
Check your local 
DB) \Zems) ale) @) 
or Send 
Check or money order 


$19.95 ea 


+§4.00 S&H 


Please specify size & color 
Ash or White when ordering. 





For more information RSVP #296 
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ENDOCING KAYAK 
, CO. 33 





116 Orr Springs Road, 
Ukiah, CA 95482 


o% 


ore: 


Ph: 707-468-9694" 


Fax: 707-468-5695 aK 


SNS 


Attention 


retailers, organization 
and event planners: 







The Pin Peddlers 
“Specializing in high quality cloi- 
sonné pins for the Dive Industry” 





Custom Pins: We can create a pin for 
your dive shop, club or upcoming event 
using your logo or design! 






Stock Pins: For the dive retailer we offer 
a fuil line of pins including fish, flags, 
destinations, and more! 





The perfect souvenir and promotional 
item for your next trade show! 


The Pin Peddlers 
111 N. Tampa Lane 


Oak Ridge, TN 37830 


800-841-8691 
Fax (423) 482-1581 
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“FINALLY, A KAYAK * 
DESIGNED WITH THE 
DIVER IN MIND" 


so ‘ 
Nae.” GP 
Se | ee 
fs 












“Send your search team 
after our SSS-100K Side 

Sonar, and yous job 
ye done at half the 


-Jack Fisher, President 
J.W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


“And with greater 
accuracy! The 
SSS-100K is the only 
low Cost side scan that 

». comes with a built-in 
17" thermal printer 
as standard 
fe: plusa 
full set of operator 
_ controls. Complete 
2 with fish anid 
tow cable.” 
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Now you can share the dive 
experience and discoveries 
during the dive! Sport diving, 
underwater tours and 
education all improve when 
information is shared. And 
improved communication 
means added safety. 


Tote up 


DIVELINK is easy to learn and to 150 Ibs 


use. There are no adjustments; 


Stores away fp 
easily in r 
gear bag 


it is voice activated and rugged. 
Talk to your SCUBAPRO or 
other DIVELINK dealer. 


Set up a demonstration 





dive for your group. 





® 


Wott VOU talfiggl.. IVECINI 


email: divelink@pinc.com Ph: 800-348-7815 Fax: (250) 479-5980 web page: vvv.com/divelink 


5301 €. State St., Suite 2178 
Rockford, IL 61108 


PRP JO 815-394-1255 


For more information RSVP #238 
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Roll Control + Eis 


mi Tank Brackets (Regular & Adjustable) 
lm Beverage Holders (frack-Mount 
& Suction Cup) 
















Torpedo 


The Affordable D.P.V. 
MADE IN THE U.S.A. 
















































NMA RR E fF FLAC OE 


m Rod Holders Brackets Tank Handles 
@ 48" Aluminum Track fit6.9", snap into brackets 
@ Cleats " ; 
m Angle Mounting Kit as Dive Tanks Are Easy to Handle 
in ae basi With Roll Control! 

p WZ Vl : tanks. Dealer inquiries Welcome 


EAST COAST PLASTICS, INC. 
1217 NE 9th Avenue - Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304 
Phone 305/523-5870 


For more information RSVP #167 







RUGGED. RELIABLE. 















PRECISION BALANCED. \Change-A-Robe “] 
Torpedo 2000-20 \ Change clothes anytime, anywhere! N 


Running time: 80 minutes Speed: 2 mph. 


Torpedo 2000-25 
Running time: 55 minutes Speed: 2.5 mph. 
Each unit factory tested to a depth of 170 feet. 


(J Thick, quality velour terry cloth 
LJ Large inside pocket to store dry clothing 
LJ Full hood & deep scoop neck to view 


inside changing -e Handicap models also 
available Or 


Only $59.95 
Perfect gift idea! 


Can be personalized or monogrammed }» 





‘+ Waterproof 
* Clips on 


Call for rental program, direct 
sales and dealer information. 


ofe a ell falevela L) Assorted colors and sizes available 
1-800-489-6774 Tl teaenertan 
reception For ordering or info call oam-apm PST: 


Fax (813) 733-1495 
1335 Highland Ave 
Dunedin, FL 34698 


800-335-4852 


NU Temp (209) 523-3166 


Fax 715-422-6849 






A division of PAL PRODUCTS, INC. HN Be ee 
Member Block the wind and keep warm 
Better Business Bureau 8 @) @) oa 5 4 5 - 3 9 5 7 | on and for all! 5 5 
ee a = ™ ma a a a 
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_ PADI Training—All Levels 
_ Live-aboard Dive/Sail 
_ Marine Bio Field Study 


for 
AGES 13-19 
CARIBBEAN 


GALAPAGOS 
REDSEA oi. 








919- 833-1907 www.gobroadreach.com 


For more information RSVP #245 


Ponease 


The EASY Pony Bottle 
Attachment Solution! 
One Size Fits All 

Pony Bottles and BC’s 
eSturdy and Stable 

300 Series Stainless Steel 


eEasy to Use 
Great for Travel 
or Rental Gear 


For more information contact: 


Sea-lutionS 


P.O. Box 1646 
Soutneastern, PA 19399-1646 
(610) 429-3987 


www.sea-lutions.com 


For more information RSVP #223 


Exclusive AFS system 
(Patent Pending) 


¢ Constructed Hi h Sa 1/4” Aluminum 

¢ Anti-Free a igh sire (AFS) 

¢ Wave Washer Tension Control 

¢ Solid 1-Piece UHMW Spool (ultra high 
molecular weight) 

¢ Powerlock Notch System 


800-397-3901 


For more information RSVP #212 


DW INNOVATIVE SCUBA CONCEPTS, INC. 
PHONE: 719-597-2885 © FAX: 719-597-4150 
5869 TERMINAL AVE., COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 


Makers a eS of er 100 





marie light, flashing or 
constant, really long-lasting! 


Dozens more great products! 
Ask your local dealer for a full color catalog! 
E-mail us! isc@usa.net 


For more information RSVP #255 
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Attractive, versatile and functional for 
your everyday clothes or 
for all your diving gear. 
Contact your local dive 
shop or drop us a line for 
more information. Direct 










—_ 
(_ 








THE ULTIMATE LUGGAGE FOR THE TRAVELING DIVER 


Seaware introduces luggage built to last the rigors of airline travel, time after time, 
whether it be across the country or across the world. | 


orders are welcome. @&S I- A 


AWARE 
1329 West Byers Place Denver, CO 80223 1¢800¢455¢5668 


For more information RSVP #175 


Free Catalog 
* Made in USA 


e Custom 
e Titanium 
¢ Tropical Suits 
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Professional Optical 
Quality 


Prescription 
Dive Masks 


QQ0 > Call our 800# and have 


your prescription ready to read to us 


QQU E> State method of payment 
CLEP Mail your mask! 


Prescription lenses in 5 working days! 


Bryan D. Huskey is a Certified Optician and 
diver with nearly 20 years experience in 
prescription lenses. 


Call today! (800) 948-3583 


“If we didn’t have patience we 
wouldn’t have customers” 





For more information RSVP #249 


“T use the Dive-Alert 
on every dive I make... 


The Dive-Alert allows 
me to be found quickly 
on the surface and 
provides a tremendous 
safety edge. I consider 
it indispensable 
equipment and I urge 
every diver to use this 
unique safety device. it 
could save their lives, 
literally." 


Bret C. Gilliam 


President, 
echnical Diving 


Dive-Alert 


Idestions Pes Inc. 
Models to fit all BC's 
BO0-275-4332 

Fax 206-285-6997 





U.S. and foreign patents 


For more information RSVP #230 
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By Jim Edds 


cA 


i DIVE LOG 


Dive Site: Gator Hole _________~=—— Equipment: Nikorios V; _ 
Dive Location Everglades ee 15-mm lens. 
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Mehgan Heaney-Grier ig the North American free-dive record holder (155 feet), but this was something a 


little different for her. Her trainer, Manny Fuig, has been interacting — so to speak — with some resident ‘Glade 
critters (Manny also likes to do this with sharks, by the way) and brought Mehgan along to give it a try. While the 
gators seem to be comfortable around Manny, this was a first for Mehgan. Nonetheless, she dove down and 
introduced herself to this local. The gator seemed less than impressed. 
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— Meet one of 
our dive 








PACIFIC 
Set, RESORT 


$ e Micronesia’s “cia os 
epee i magnificent 75 = 
| JE Bs | aS UNFORGETTABLE PACIFIC STAR 
| <= Me services 2 e Experience the reat Barrier 
See of SPLASH Sipe lhe eat gees Reef and magnificent Coral Sea 
Beare ° From only Praia Bl bs att e Noted for personalized service 

atte hese = $1177 weekly In this ges are very few ¢ 6 twin cabins with ensuite baths 

‘ aeRO RMN ° 3 - 9 night trips from $800 
Ce Se ee Dive Taveuni Resort may well be #1. : P ; 


Top photo: Stuart Westmorland 





"DIVE — 
MATANA RESORT 





Enjoy the 
Luxury of 


e A Small Dedicated Dive Resort 
Paying Less 


e Limited to 18 Divers Maximum 
e Fantastic Beach. Close-by Dive Sites 
¢ Weekly All-Inclusive from $941 





e From Only 
$520 weekly 
includes 
3-tank boat 
diving with 
DIVE 
PARADISE 





e 170 ft. of comfort & personal service 

e All staterooms each with private 
bath, VCR, CD's, etc. 

e Micronesia's most spacious and 
experienced live-aboard 

e Greatest variety of wrecks dived 

e Unlimited diving for only $1895/wk 


ST ass o407 


or sae : — Wingless e-mail: 103520.2014@compuserve.com 
Gr o> ADVENTURES WA (206) 441-3483 * FAX (206) 441-5431 


TRAVEL 111 Second North * Seattle WA 98109 


EAST AFRICA © RED SEA e SEYCHELLES ¢ INDONESIA * BORNEO ¢ AUSTRALIA ¢ MICRONESIA e 
CAYMAN « BELIZE e COZUMEL * TURKS & CAICOS ¢ FIJI ISLANDS ¢ SOLOMONS e PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA ° THAILAND e SEA OF CORTEZ ¢ SABA ¢ GALAPAGOS e COCOS ISLANDS ¢ ROATAN e 
VENEZUELA ¢ BONAIRE © COSTA RICA ¢ GREAT WHITE SHARK © WHALE SHARK e MALDIVES 
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» @CITIZEN. HOW THE WORLD TELLS TIME. 
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PROMASTER AQUALAND 


You choose to go where few men dare. Citizen 
has a similar reputation. Heralded as the first 
diving watch with a depth sensor, the Citizen 
Promaster Aqualand series is the leading choice von 
of professional divers. Displaying present and 

maximum depth, elapsed time and water 

temperature, theyre water-resistant to 200 meters. 

Safety alarms indicate depth, dive time and 

battery life. One Aqualand ts even PC compatible 

so it keeps records of your dives. With 15 models 

to choose from, there’s one that will meet every 

challenge you do. Promaster. The most advanced 

collection of sports watches in the world. 






f 
‘ * 
CRABS) ALARM-ON/OFF Ave. © 


HYPER AQUALAND 
a a 
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N.D.LIMITS 


Americas Leanne Jeweien 
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FOR THE NEAREST STORE OR MAIL ORDER 1-800-251-1212 
ITEMS FEATURED: JP1004-02W, MA9024-24E, JHO054-03E 
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